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Dates For Your Diary 

 

 

Sat 8th Sep 2018  -  A celebration Cheese and Wine Quiz Night  

 

Sat 10th Nov 2018 -  A Celebratory Tea and Concert  

 

Sun 18th Nov 2018 -  Worship (where we’ve been and where  we are going) 

*    More Details to Follow Soon    * 
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A View From The Manse 
 

Moncre if f   Messenger  

Neil Buchanan 

 Dear friends, 
 
As another busy session ends, we relax into the quieter season of summer where some go away on holi-
day and others take time to reflect on the past and look forward to the future. Before we know it, we 
will be back to the biz and the buzz of a new round of activities. We are already also planning a number 
of special celebrations which will help us mark the milestones we have reached as a congregation over 
175 years and 60 years respectively, in the Autumn. We have a proud history to look back on where in-
spired individuals have had a vision that others have engaged with and it is now our communal responsi-
bility to look forward in faith to all that God can do among us in the future. 
 
This is why we should use the Summer prayerfully and follow the example of our Lord and Master who 
used every opportunity He could to commune with His Heavenly Father about the way ahead for Him. 
God directed His path of love and service toward that cross shaped future and we must be under no  
illusion that the cost of our discipleship will involve us in some significant sacrifices too. 
 
How we spend our time our talents and our money for the sake of the Kingdom are decisions crucial to 
our spiritual growth as individuals and collectively as a Church. If we find that we have no time for    
mission and outreach and that the personal demands of family and friends lead us away from becoming 
more involved in the work and witness of our community of faith, then we have to ask ourselves some 
serious questions about our commitments and our priorities in life. 
 
There are plenty of examples of would-be-disciples in the Gospels and we must beware of thinking that 
God can take anything less than first place in our affections. We can certainly display our love for Him 
by loving one another but we are also called to love those who are outside the bounds of our family of 
faith and in doing so, seek to draw them towards Jesus too. 
I hope you have a wonderful summer but I also ask you to seriously consider the challenges which lie 
ahead for all of us in Moncreiff Parish Church. Read your Bible, listen to what God is saying to you per-
sonally and watch and pray about His will for His Church here in our small corner of His Vineyard. 
 

  
Yours Aye, 
Neil Buchanan. 
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Caring Group 

 Marion McInally 

Pancakes -  A Milestone 

Margaret Little 

Moncreiff Prays’  

Continues monthly on a Wednesday evening at 7pm, there’s a box to note any  prayer needs 

you may have, available on our table.  

 

A new venture starting on 21st June is called HUGGE.  

Why not come along and see what it is all about? (and you can check that I have the cor-

rect spelling!)  

Further information about these and other events will be in the Intimations section of the Order of  

Service, or you can ask at the Caring Group table on a Sunday where Ailsa Harper-Hennessy will be  

available to provide more information after morning services.  

I would like to say a HUGE THANK YOU to the congregation who have supported the sale of pancakes 
every Sunday morning.   
On Sunday 17th June a milestone was marked when Karen Moran bought 
the last 2 pancakes which made the total sales  

                                 £1000.   

 
          Unfortunately, there was no prize for Karen! 

The Guild 

Anne McIntyre 

In Moncreiff Guild we are celebrating our 70th birthday this year. We are planning 
some events to include Moncreiff congregation so please watch out for these. We have 
had another successful year and our outing to the Falkirk Wheel and the Kelpies was 
enjoyed by everyone.  
 
The Guild welcomes men and women and we have had some new members including our 

first gentleman, so please come along to one of our meetings, you may be surprised and enjoy our company. 
Watch out for intimation of our start date in October. 
 
Our Guild sends best wishes to the congregation in their 60th year in Calderwood and 175 years in        
East Kilbride. 



Children Learn What They Live 

 Bill McDougall 

Page 4  Moncre if f  Messenger  

 

IF a child lives with criticism 
   HE learns to condemn 
IF a child lives with hostility 
  HE learns to fight 
IF a child lives with ridicule 
   HE learns to be shy 
IF a child lives with shame 
   HE learns to feel guilty 
IF a child lives with tolerance 
   HE learns to be patient 
IF a child lives with encouragement 
   HE learns confidence 
IF a child lives with praise 
   HE learns to appreciate 
IF a child lives with fairness 
   HE learns justice 
IF a child lives with security 
   HE learns to have faith 
IF a child lives with approval 
   HE learns to like himself 
IF a child lives with acceptance and friendship 
   HE learns to find love in the World 
 

Based on a poem by Dorothy Law Nolte  

We Are History... 

 

Through our Church Historian Eddie Nairn and his willing group      
of Volunteers a new history of Moncreiff will be published for         
November 2018 and we look forward to its publication and           
distribution. 
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£5 For Moncreiff 

 Elaine Barrowman  

Boys Brigade 

Karen Moran 

Some of you might remember at the AGM in March that I mentioned that this year was going to be a challenging one 
for our budget and that this was mainly because of the reductions in our income due to the falling numbers in the 
congregation along with the loss of some hall rental income.  Well we’re now half way through the year and it looks 
like the remainder of the year is going to be as difficult financially as we first thought.  The amount of weekly offer-
ings isn’t increasing and continues to be lower than last year. 
Because of this we felt that now  was a good time to carry out a financial review and to look at all possible ways of 
both increasing our income and reducing our spending.  This is currently ongoing and we’re looking at things like 
whether there are any areas of spending which we don’t actually need to incur   going forward or annual contracts 
that we could renegotiate.  We’ve already looked at whether there’s a better ways of investing the Moncreiff Devel-
opment Fund monies so as to increase our investment income and we’re planning to review the rates we charge to the 
external organisations which use our halls. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of the financial review we’d like to ask everyone if they could please think about increasing their regular giv-
ing, and if this possible, to increase their offerings by £5 a month.  We know that everyone’s circumstances are dif-
ferent and for some this may be too much.  For others though it might be that they haven’t just thought about or 
ever got round to increasing their standing order or maybe have got into the habit of always contributing the same 
amount every Sunday. 
If we all increase our offerings by £5 a month and stared this in July, our Church could be better off by at least 
£5,000 by the end of the year.  This is a huge amount of extra income from what is relatively a small increase in giv-
ing. 
Some people may feel as though they can’t afford an increase at this time and this is absolutely fine but I really hope 
that you give the £5 for Moncreiff some serious thought.  
As ever I want  to thank everyone for their continued support and offerings and to say that they are always grate-
fully received and never taken for granted.   Thank You. 

The 4th East Kilbride Company had five boys this year 
presented with the Queen’s Badge.  The presentation 
to the Queen’s Men was in the banqueting hall of the City 
Chambers on Thursday 24th May.   

Congratulations to Adam Moran, Lewis McKay, Euan Duff, 
Callum O’Neil and Cameron McKay on achieving the Boys 
Brigade highest award. 

£5  
For Moncreiff 
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Girls Brigade 
 

Sarah McKay 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the 4th – 6th of May, 30 girls and offi-
cers set off to PGL Dalguise for our annual 
camp.  The girls had a great time, and luck-
ily the weather was kind to us as we en-
joyed a weekend of activities such as the 
Giant Swing (a particular favourite of the 
girls!), Wacky Races and The Challenge 
Course…which of course got a little muddy!   

What a great year we’ve had celebrating Girls’ Brigade’s 125th anniversary!  This term 
the girls have been busy with a range of activities to celebrate this special birthday.    

Some of our girls also got to take part in a GB Scotland day 
trip to Kelburn Country Park in April, which was transformed 
into the setting of a Mad Hatters’ Tea Party.  Girls had a 
lovely day with crafts, games, cooking marshmallows on an 
open fire, exploring and making new friends from all areas of 
Scotland from within our GB family. 

All of our Explorers and Juniors up to P6 joined with the other 4 companies in East Kilbride for a fun 
filled 125th Birthday party when they were entertained for 2 hours solid by the Song & Dance Factory.  
They all went home with happy faces and hopefully happy memories.  The older girls also enjoyed a 
party with a zumba instructor and enjoyed making mocktails and eating nibbles. 

Our annual Display on 21st of May was a        
wonderful time for all involved and focused on 
reminiscing on the Girls’ Brigade journey from 
creation to GB as we know it today.                
Congratulations to all the girls for representing 
our company so well, and special thanks to 
Heather Rodger for all her help in creating such 
a fabulous show.  Our girls also competed in a 
number of GB Glasgow competitions – and were 
very successful!  Our Explorers participated in 
the Virtual Keep Fit, recording their entry and 
sending it in to be adjudicated.  After a very 
tense wait they were pleased to discover that 
they had won!  Similarly, the Junior Section won 
their Virtual Drill, and the Brigaders/Junior 
Brigaders came third in their Maze Marching.   
A very well done to all the girls involved for  
representing the company so positively! 
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It was great to see our youngsters in Faithbuilders  being recognized for their commitment and achievements at their 
recent end of term service in church. Over the years we have been fortunate to have seen many of our own, progress 
through Church family life and we come now to congratulate four of that number who have recently graduated from 
University. They  have recently completed their chosen studies and  we wish each of them our heartfelt congratula-
tions and  every success and happiness as they embark on their future chosen careers . 

Catriona McKinnon 
Catriona recently graduated from the University of Aberdeen 
with a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery degree. 
After 5 years living and studying away, Catriona will be moving a 
bit closer to home as she starts her 1st year as a junior doctor 
working in Ayr General Hospital, then moving on to the Glasgow 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in her 2nd year.  Catriona is especially 
looking forward to the long, exhausting unsocial hours this new 
opportunity will provide! 

Emma Hamilton 
After 3 years studying away from home at the University of   
Cumbria in Carlisle, Emma has gained a BA (hons.) in Photography 
and is looking forward to her Graduation in November. Emma has 
completed many photographic projects including a project about 
the life of the church and is very thankful to the many friends 
from Moncreiff who allowed her to photograph them for this pro-
ject. Meanwhile she is moving home and is starting the daunting 
task of working for herself in her own photography business. 

Sarah McKay 

Now that Sarah has graduated with a Bachelor of Music, degree from Glasgow University, 
she has been accepted into the University of Strathclyde to do the Post Graduate Certifi-
cate in Education (PGCE) to train for a year to become a music teacher. She'll be placed in 
two schools over the coming year as well as lectures and the usual University course assign-
ments so that she'll be ready for her NQT year the next year.  

Craig Moran 

Craig recently graduated from the Royal Conservatoire of Scot-
land  with a Bachelor of Education in Music   degree, and is now 
looking forward to his Newly Qualified Teaching (NQT) year 
ahead in a South Lanarkshire school in the Blantyre area. Having 
already met his new colleagues, he is looking forward to a  really 
good year there, setting him up for his future teaching career.  

Finally, after all that hard work it was time to wind down a little, with a com-
pany wide trip to the bowling at M&D’s.  After a quick bite to eat girls spent 
time with a round or two of bowling. One comment in particular was how nice it 
was to see girls of all ages working together to help each other out. 

All in all it’s been a very busy year, and we look forward to continuing this next 
session.  Enrolment is Tuesday 21st of August from 7pm-8pm (new faces will be 
made very welcome!), and as always we can be contacted via Facebook for any 
questions.  

Congratulations to our Graduates 



Short Notes 
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My husband became rather un-

well recently and we have been 

greatly heartened by the visits 
to 

our home, the concern and encour-

agement shown to us by members 

of the congregation and the beau-

tiful flowers sent by the Church. 

 
Moncreiff sh

ould be proud of its 

caring culture. 

 
 Many thanks, 

 
Ray McHugh and Family 

 

Arthur Long and his family 

send their   sincere thanks to 

all for the many cards  

and messages they received on 

Margaret’s passing and to Neil 

and Douglas 
for their spiritual comfort. 

 
    Thank you,  

 
 

Arthur 

 

I would like to thank the Church 
Family for the flowers I received 
following my recent knee operation. 
They were absolutely beautiful and 
greatly appreciated. I am doing reasonably well now 

and hope to back at church in the 
near future. 

 

  Margaret Gray.  

 

Suzanne and I w
ould like to take this 

opportunity to thank everyone for th
eir 

kind words and cards after th
e recent 

death of m
y mother.  A

t 102 and a half 

she had had a good life
 but she will b

e 

sorely missed.  Y
our lo

ve and care for 

us at su
ch a diffic

ult ti
me is very much 

appreciated. 

 
     

     
      

     
  Susan Bennie 

I wish to express my thanks for the beautiful arrange-
ment of flowers I received during my ‘not so well’ 
period. The flowers and Morag Hanna’s visit were a 
wonderful pick me up. I also wish to thank the Car-
ing Group for the wonderful afternoon of entertain-
ment and fellowship they laid on for us “Oldies” So 
much work but done with so much care and love. We 
are indeed fortunate in Moncreiff to have such thought for others. Again my sincere thanks for the 
flowers and especially the gift of fellowship.   

    Chris Younger 
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Moving On 
 

Marion McInally 

Moving On 
 

In years long past our congregation worshipped God In a wooden Kirk, 
Then they moved to a grander stone-built church, 
 Where they continued to praise the Living God. 
 

Sixty years ago they moved again to a place of concrete and glass, 
Held up by girders of Lanarkshire steel , a startling sight indeed, 
And one where still we praise the Living God. 
 

Once more we need to look ahead and change with our community. 
We need a building more in tune with the changes our town has seen, 
Where we can reach out to others  
And still can praise the Living God. 
 

We are Moncreiff – 
We are not the building or the garden or the car park. 
We are a fellowship, working together, 
Praying together and praising the Living God. 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who led us in the past 
The path-finders who brought us from the village church, 
The door-keepers who welcomed us when we were newcomers, 
The warm-hearted ones who forgave our mistakes, 
The friends who loved us, cared for us and prayed to the Living God. 
 

While life moves on and change occurs we are still God’s folk in this different world. 
Our future lies safely in His hands and he’s still our guide,  
our shepherd and our strength. 
So, as we look ahead to an unknown road, 
 let’s remember the journey our forefathers made  
With the Lord walking close to them,  
let’s trust in Him and do our part,  
While praising the Living God. 



 Betty Cunningham one of our long 
standing members and an Elder in 
Moncreiff Church celebrates her 
90th Birthday in July. 
 

Her Family of Anne, Iain, Joyce, Allison and David are 
hosting a Tea Party in Calderwood Community Hall on 
Saturday 28 July and I am sure we wish Betty every 
happiness on her special day. 
 
Betty is now housebound and Registered Blind and at 
this time we give thanks for the contribution that the 
Cunningham Family have given to Moncreiff over the 
years in Calderwood.’ 

Betty Cunningham - 90 Years Young 
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Bill McDougall 

Moncreiff Church Celebrates ! 

Karen Moran 

In this year of 2018 Moncreiff Parish Church is celebrating a double anniversary.                                    
175 years in East Kilbride and 60 years in Calderwood.  To start the celebrations off, a 
Family Celebration Event was held and all families in the church and the youth organisa-
tions were invited to join an evening of fun.  All the children were fed with a children’s 
meal box from the Manhattan local chip shop and the adults enjoyed tea and sandwiches. 
   
There was plenty of games for everyone, then children’s entertainer Gary Coupland from 

the Singing Kettle/Funbox had everyone up for some music, song and dance. Gary is a good friend of the 
minister, Rev Neil Buchanan and he was delighted to come along and help the church celebrate.                              
The evening was very well attended and everyone had a great time.  
A brilliant way to start off the celebrations in this special year in the life of Moncreiff Parish Church. 

Gary Coupland 



Moncreiff Development Group 
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Andy Gray  

The pledge scheme has now been running for 18 months and we are delighted that within that period the 
sum of £135,000 has been received from Pledges and Donations. Thanks to all who have contributed, this 
is a fantastic sum in such a short time. 
During the last year the group have visited a number of churches who have gone through a process similar 
to ours and have had several meetings with representatives from them. We have also met with CARTA, the 
churches body for art and architecture and the feedback received was good, they were impressed with our 
project. 

 At our annual boiler service, the engineers indicated that the boilers are now obsolete, and they 
are struggling to get parts for them. 

 Our flat roofs are now 40 years old and despite minor repairs have reached their expected life-
span and now require to be replaced. 

 Our electrician has recently issued a safety certificate for our outdated electrical services, how-
ever we now require to carry out major rewiring works within the next 5 years. 

As I stated at the AGM - at one of our meetings with another church it was highlighted to us that we 
should get our halls in a fit and proper state first as they will be used more during the “Sanctuary“ project. 
 
Over the last 6 months several issues have arisen that confirm this.  

With all this occurring at the same time, we had to get some advice as to the best way forward and were 
put in touch with a consultancy group called “Designed to Succeed”. They are a group of 3 retired indi-
viduals -  an architect, a quantity surveyor and a G.P., who have now worked on over 24 projects, (mostly 
churches) with a combined value exceeding £7 million, so they know a thing or two. We have now had sev-
eral meetings with them to look at these issues as well as the overall new build project. 
Our discussions with them have highlighted a number of concerns  
 that we may struggle to raise our initial target figure of £850,000.  
 the current building issues need attended as a matter of priority  

The group have therefore, made the decision to look at reducing the target figure to £600,000 which we 
and the advisors see as a more achievable target, especially with the reducing numbers within the congre-
gation. 
At our last meeting, our architect Raymond Angus was invited, and we have now asked him to revisit the 
plans and see what can be achieved within that reduced budget. Raymond has accepted this task and we 
hope to have updated plans over the summer period and we will update you all further once these have been 
reviewed. There will be a cost to us for this work, however we have already written to the General Trus-
tees  and  asked  them  to  assist  with these costs and we are hopeful that they will agree to this as 
they have done in the past. 

In this year of 2018 Moncreiff Parish Church is celebrating a double anniversary.                                    

Continued Over... 
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Any Ideas…?? 

Moncreiff Development Group (Cont.) 
 

Andy Gray 

Designed to Succeed have also pointed us in the direction of a group of Professional Fundraisers as they 
see this as an important part of Funding and a meeting with them will happen over the next few weeks. 
 
I am sure you will appreciate that we are not taking this project lightly, major works need carried out to 
our buildings before they fall into disrepair.  
We have already started to get quotes for the roofs and boilers and will be applying for grant funding for 
these and depending on the outcome of these grant applications, we may carry out these other works first. 
 
 As has always been the case, no works will be instructed or carried out without the relevant approval from 
either the Congregational Board, the Kirk Session or the Congregation or all three. 

We are still committed to our overall vision of providing a safe, sustainable, energy efficient building as 
well as providing improved access to the church for all the church users and will continue to focus on this. 
 
 If anyone has any questions or concerns about the project, please do not hesitate to contact any member 
of the Moncreiff Development Group and we will try and answer them as best as we can. 

With our year of celebration in full swing, it is a time when we are looking back at our history as well as 
looking forward the future and to continuing presence of Moncreiff Church in the Calderwood area. 
As we think about our past, I was recently given a photograph by one of our members to see if it was of any 
interest to the magazine. The owner could tell me that this was a Photograph of Moncreiff Youth Fellow-
ship. I was immediately interested, as I had been a member of the YF for a good 15 years or more and 
wanted to see who I could recognise. My eyes scanned along the faces - there was no recognition what so 
ever! I must be younger than I thought! This was a very old picture indeed, and the fashion told me that it 
was not of my era. I asked the owner who was in the photo? Only a few faces they could remember.    
So here’s the task for you all. We are looking for the names of all the YF members in this photo, and we  
will reveal them in the next issue - if we get the answers. !!...(answers to the editor please) 

Moncreiff Youth Fellowship 

Poss. Early 60’s 

Who Were They ?? 
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Kirk Session News 
 Bill McDougall 

Many churches - and Moncreiff is no exception - are struggling under the 
strain to do the things that traditionally have been expected of them.          
The burden of pastoral care across the parish system is increasing with an 
ageing population. In addition, there is pressure on local congregations to 
conform to regulations and that means time and energy is being taken up 

trying to adhere to new legislation. 
Part of the new Data Protection legislation comes into that category                       
(The General Data Protection Regulations or GDPR) where we need to keep a record of 
the type of information that is held about everyone who is a member of the Church 
Congregation or who attends a Church Organisation. 
We are fortunate in Moncreiff to have a dedicated group of people who have had 
meetings and expressed their views on the GDPR requirements and have thereafter 
developed a policy for Moncreiff. That policy requires a Data Audit return by all organisations                
and the  appointment of the Church Secretary Lisa Currie as the Data Protection Coordinator for                      
Moncreiff Parish Church. 
My thanks to all who have contributed to this policy and to all those who are responsible for its              
implementation. 

The New Church Banner on the Calderwood Road high-
lighting our celebration year of 2018 was designed and 
donated by Lorna Sinclair one of our youth leaders in the 
Church. The banner tells everyone that our Church is 175 
years old and that it is 60 years since the Foundation 
Stone was dedicated by Rev George Mcleod  

New Church Banner  

On Tuesday 19 June 2018 the Caring Group hosted an Afternoon Tea for ‘Seniors’ 
as part of our Anniversary Celebrations and residents from Care Homes in East 
Kilbride and Hamilton were welcomed. An excellent afternoon with first class en-
tertainment from ‘The Wherries’ who travelled from Greenock. 

SATURDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2018.  -  A Celebration Cheese and Wine Quiz Night  

hosted by the Session Clerk and Douglas Lindsay. The Quiz will be our usual format with 
other ‘FUN’ activities. 

SATURDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2018.  -  A Celebratory Tea and Concert in the Church  

to commemorate Moncreiff Parish Church.  Information of timings for the Celebratory Tea will be 
intimated nearer the time but the concert will feature the ARIETA choir from Hamilton who will in 
their programme sing songs commemorating the finish of the Great War in 1918. The Lanarkshire 
Guitar and Mandolin Society will also perform at the concert and the format is such that it will be 
entertaining and fun as is our way at Moncreiff Parish Church.  

SUNDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2018. Our worship on that Sunday will be focussed on where we have  

come from and more importantly on our vision for the future. Invitations will be extended to all Churches  

in East Kilbride and also to all Community Leaders from East Kilbride  

To be a successful year in the history of our Church all the planned activities need to be supported and embraced by 
the membership and to remember that the greatest gift any Congregation can give their Office Bearers is the gift of 
encouragement. 



Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

 

 Mr. David Barnes, Laurenstone Terrace 

 Mrs.  Jenny  Cameron, Carlyle Drive 

 Mrs.  Chris Munn, Capel Grove 

 Mrs.  Margaret Long, Ness Drive 

 

   

 

  

 

  

East Kilbride Moncreiff Parish 
Church of Scotland 

Charities Ref. No. SC016751 

The next issue 
will be  

Autumn 2018 

CONGREGATIONAL   REGISTER 

Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email:     theoffice@moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web site in 
an expanded form, with more photographs, more graphics 
and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far where to 
find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not in-
clude a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :    www.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/moncreiff-messenger  

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Session Clerk: Bill McDougall 

Session Clerk: Brenda McCrae 

Treasurer: Elaine Barrowman 
 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Fiona Lamont 

FWO Convenor: Margaret Jenkins 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Lisa Currie 

Church Officer: George Greig 

 

  

2nd Saturday of Every Month 

(10am—12 Noon) 
Tables £5 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966) 

Liz Craig (221412) 


