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Services For The Festive SeasonServices For The Festive SeasonServices For The Festive SeasonServices For The Festive Season    

Sunday 17th December 10:30 amSunday 17th December 10:30 amSunday 17th December 10:30 amSunday 17th December 10:30 am    

Christmas Gift Service - ‘Christmas Counts’ 

Featuring the children from Faithbuilders 

    

Sunday 24th December Sunday 24th December Sunday 24th December Sunday 24th December ---- Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Eve    
 

Morning Worship -  10:30 am 

Christingle Family Service - 7:00 pm  

Hot Chocolate & mince pies in the J.C.Hall after the service. 

 

Monday 25th December  Monday 25th December  Monday 25th December  Monday 25th December  ---- Christmas Day Christmas Day Christmas Day Christmas Day    
Family service - 10:30 am 

Tea coffee will be available in the J.C.Hall prior to the service. 
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Neil Buchanan 

Dear friends, 

 

When faithful people set out on a new journey, adventure is always in the air. The story of scripture is in 

many ways the unfolding drama of the history of redemption told by a variety of writers over hundreds of 

years who reveal for us God’s interest in the human race and in particular in His chosen ones, whom He has 

set apart in every generation, to proclaim His marvellous deeds. The responses of Abraham and Moses, of 

Joshua and Gideon, of Samuel and David, among so many in the Old Testament , reveal to us the many and 

various ways in which God’s Spirit  moved through certain great people to lead each succeeding generation 

in the ways of righteousness, grace and truth. The road was not always easy. Lessons were often learned 

the hard way through bitter experience, doubt and suffering, but in the end God always got His people to 

where He wanted them to be, one way or another. And then, in the fullness of His time, he sent Jesus into 

the world and a new journey began. We are therefore part of this great mystery of God’s plan of salvation. 

As Peter reminds us “At one time we were not God’s people, but now we are his people; at one time we did 

not know God’s mercy, but now we have received his mercy” (1st Peter Ch 2 v 10).  

 

During Advent and throughout the Christmas season we should always be looking back with thanksgiving on 

all that God has done for us. In giving us His Son, he has revealed the mighty love by which we are all sur-

rounded and has invited us and welcomed us in to become part of the living story which reaches out to the 

people who inhabit the world in which we exist, sharing the Gospel message in word and in deed with them. 

The challenge is always there to maintain the joy and energy which comes from knowing that we are called 

and chosen to be Jesus friends and followers where we are. It is not that we are wiser or cleverer than the 

people around us. As Paul reminds us “From the human point of view few of you were wise or powerful or of 

high social standing. God purposely chose what the world considers foolish in order to shame the wise and 

he chose what the world considers weak in order to shame the powerful” ( 1st Corinthians Ch 1 v 26-27). 

What a privilege it is then to belong to the church especially during these difficult and challenging times 

and to share the message that we have received from God that Jesus Christ came into the world to save 

sinners, just like you and me.  

 

In essence, this is what Christmas is really all about and once we get away from all the glitz and glamour 

which blinds us to the real reason for the season and strip it back to the bare essentials of the beauty of 

the Incarnation, that God became flesh for you and me and for the whole world and was born in humility 

and poverty in a simple stable in Bethlehem, then we can come with wonder and praise to worship him, lay 

our lives before him and give him the honour and service that  he deserves both now and as we move for-

ward in faith together. 

 

May you and yours know His blessing this Christmas and beyond, 

 

 Yours Aye, 

   Neil 
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OH DEAR!  OH DEAR! 

 Marion McInally 

A  magazine article needs to be sent,  

But my inspiration has ‘got up and went’ 

Oh dear! Oh dear! And woe is me  

My brain won’t work! How can this be? 

To write a poem is a ‘must’ 

But all my words have turned to dust. 
 

So... 

‘Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat’ 

Surely I can find a rhyme for that. 
 

The time of Advent will soon be here 

With hope and candles and carols to hear. 

We have presents to buy, food and good cheer, 

So we rush and scurry around the shops, 

Or buying online pull out all the stops. 

It’s lovely to give and nice to receive 

But most of all it’s what we believe – 
 

We hear the Christmas story 

Of angels singing in Glory, 

A tiny baby, a shepherd or two, 

Wise Men or Kings? That’s up to you. 

A baby lies in a makeshift bed, 

With the sins of the world upon his head. 
 

And thus our Christmas year goes round 

With love and peace not easily found. 

But let me end this with a call 

Of ‘Christmas Blessings’ to you all. 

The Guild 

Ann McIntyre 

The Guild has had a successful session with a variety of interesting speakers and fun nights. 

We have welcomed some new members and Malcolm McIntyre is our first gentleman member. 

Over the summer, The National Guild held a Bowling Competition in Kelvingrove Bowling Green and Mon-

creiff Guild entered 2 teams. We were narrowly beaten but both teams were excellent on the day.           

If anyone, male or female wishes to come along if our subject interests you, you will be made very welcome.  
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90 Years Young…! 

 Bill McDougall 

Margaret McMillan of Saddlers Well Court celebrated her 

90th Birthday in November 2018 and the Tea Ladies sup-

plied a cake and Flowers for Sunday after the Service.  

Margaret is an Elder of Moncreiff and has been a faithful, 

active and loyal member of our Church. 

Margaret McMillan  

The Chill Out Club 

 Fiona Lamont 

The Chill Out Club thanks members of Moncreiff for their very kind help   

following the loss of our dear friend & founder member Harry Sneddon. 

Neil, thank you very much for the beautiful funeral service. Harry’s friends 

and family were greatly comforted by your words, readings and prayers. 

A small army of folks gave of their time to help set up the old hall, run 

kitchen duties and serve teas and coffees at the funeral tea. Our thanks go 

to; George Grieg, Morag Hanna, Jean Murdoch, David & Ailsa Harper-

Hennessey. Without their help it would not have been possible to go ahead. 

Saturday, 29th October saw the welcome return of Moncreiff Family Social. 

 

 It was kicked off with a fancy dress parade which saw the children, and some adults, modelling all sorts of 

costumes from witches to headless men to arcade games!! Our winners on the night were Connor and Lucy, 

although congratulations go to all who participated. 

We then enjoyed a variety of party games including musical chairs and pass the pumpkin, some Scottish 

dancing before tucking into a tasty fish supper. 

Dancing, games and some turns from our talented Moncreiff Family provided the entertainment for the 

remainder of the evening which was rounded off by all joining in with Auld Lang Syne. 

A fabulous night was had by all, and here’s to the next one! 

Caring Group Social 

Alison McKinnon 
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Caring Group 

 Marion McInally 

4th Boys' Brigade  

 Frazer Munn  

Our new venture ‘Moncreiff Prays’ is now up and running.  

The Group meets at 7pm on the third Wednesday of the month, in the vestry at the  

moment due to our low numbers. You are welcome to join us or you can note prayer needs 

in the book or in the box on the Caring Table in the vestibule. 

 

 We were responsible for the toiletries stall at the recent 

Christmas Fayre, and the donated items were augmented by 

colourful bags, aprons and other things made by  Ailsa from material brought 

back from her time overseas. 

 

As usual, if you know of anyone in need of the services we can provide please 

speak to any member of the group. You will find some of us in the vestibule on a 

Sunday. 

On Friday the 24th November the company section boys were called upon to defend our 

victorious double win of the Glasgow battalion drill competition.  There were two tro-

phies up for grabs on the night; the first drill paper is for the Bowie Cup for which we 

are given 6 weeks to practice and the second drill paper for the Frame Salver which is 

only given to the drill officer 10 minutes before the boys once again take to the floor.  

The other companies were from the 79th and 231st Glasgow; these two other Boys' Bri-

gade companies are considered to be the best..... So with this in mind ... We can proudly 

announce that the boys battled hard and won both trophies and are now considered to be the 

very best within the battalion.  

The staff of the 4th Boys' Brigade are extremely proud of our boys’ fantastic achievement and 

we would like to thank them for all their hard work that they put into this for the last 6 weeks.  

 

    

   

 

Kind regards and wishing you all             

a very merry Christmas,  

 

          Frazer Munn, (Captain.) 



Phoenix Choir  
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A Round Tuit 

 
Douglas Lindsay 

Christmas is a time for giving. So here is a gift from the 

church trustees of that ROUND TUIT you have sought 

for so long. 

Q With a lovely singing voice like yours, what about joining the church choir? 

A Thank you, a few people have said that to me and I’ll join when I get round TUIT. 

 

Q Now you have more time to spare what about giving Bill and Ian and the Garden 

team a hand come the spring? 

A Strange you should ask that question -  I’ve been thinking of helping for ages but have 

not got round TUIT (actually a mower or hedge cutter would be more use!) 

 

Q What about joining the team providing teas and coffees so faithfully and cheerfully 

throughout the year? 

A I did not know that more people were required, but once I get around TUIT -                  

 I’ll volunteer.  

Have a joyful and peaceful Christmas and use your  

round TUIT wisely in the New year. 

    Your Friend  

    The Round Tuit Provider! 

The Phoenix Choir will present a concert in Mon-

creiff to Celebrate Christmas 2017 . The proceeds 

of the concert will go towards the Moncreiff      

Development Fund. This is an ideal opportunity to 

contribute to our fund raising efforts, and enjoy a 

fantastic evening of festive entertainment. Glasgow Phoenix Choir Concert Glasgow Phoenix Choir Concert Glasgow Phoenix Choir Concert Glasgow Phoenix Choir Concert 

Moncreiff Parish Church 

Saturday 9th December 2017 

Tickets £5.00 
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Moncreiff Development Fund (MDF) -  Update 

 
Elaine Barrowman  

I’m sure everyone will be delighted to hear that the     

balance on our MDF at the end of November has broken 

through our £100,000 target and currently stands at just 

under   

 

 

 

 

This includes a fantastic contribution of nearly £4,000 

from our recent Christmas Fayre.  
 

 I’d like to thank everyone who has contributed to our de-

velopment fund over the past year and to recognise that 

every amount, no matter how small, make a positive differ-

ence and really do help our balances to continue to grow.  

2018 is looking as though it’s going to be both a busy and exciting year for Moncreiff and I’m 

sure that everyone’s determination and commitment to our new build project will stand us in good 

stead for yet another successful year,  

Saturday 3rd December saw a welcome return of the ever popular  

‘Choir Christmas Coffee Morning’ - heralding the prelude to the    

Christmas season within Moncreiff Church.                                                    

The eight intrepid members of the choir, lead by our organist Marjory  

Tiffin, delivered a wonderful  programme of seasonal singing,            

interspersed with opportunities for us all to participate, with some          

traditional carol singing which everyone enjoyed tremendously. 

 

 

The programme also included some special guests, with some fantastic 

seasonal poetry read by Marion McInally, and the choir was supported by 

a rather dubious singing quartet known as ‘No Direction’ who most cer-

tainly lived up to their name! Well done to messrs  Buchanan, McDougall, 

Bremner and Mcintyre for their entertaining slant on vocal harmony? 

The whole programme was seamlessly held together by our wonderful session 

clerk Bill McDougall, with his usual brand of stories and old (very old) jokes!                                

Yes, the old ones are the best! 

With Mince Pies, Shortbread and Tea and Coffee served at the interval, we all left uplifted and very much 

in a seasonal mood by a wonderful morning of entertainment and praise. 

Choir Christmas Coffee Morning 
Ewen McKinnon  

The Choir 

Boy Band ‘No Direction’ 
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GOLDEN WEDDING Bill and Morag McDougall wish to express 
their grateful thanks for all the cards, gifts 

and good wishes which were received for 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary. 
Married in Drumchapel Parish Church on  
18th October 1967 and thereafter taking 
up residence in a Police House in Rosslyn 
Avenue, East Mains in late November 1967. 
Came to Moncreiff early in December and 
have been here ever since. Moncreiff Church 
was most welcoming in 1967 and we have 
supported and been loyal to this Church and 
its Ministers for 50 happy and wonderful 
years. 
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I would like to thank Neil for his 

visits to me in Hairmyres.  

Also for the lovely flowers I    

received on the Sunday after 

my discharge. 
 

           Morag Tennant. 
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Kirk Session News 

 

To mark our Diamond Jubilee we intend to have Congregational functions in November 

2018 and will conclude with a special Sunday Worship on Sunday 18th November. 

 

It will be our intention to invite our local Council, Community Leaders, Parliamentary 

representatives, along with all other local church denominations to worship with us on 

that occasion to celebrate this important landmark of our position at the heart of   

Calderwood in East Kilbride. 

                                We have also written and advised Hamilton Presbytery and the National Church of          

                                Scotland at 121 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4YN. 

 

A Saturday evening Dinner and Concert will also happen and provisionally that is arranged for                 

Saturday 17th November 2018. 

 

We are also researching our Church history and a small working group has been formed to research the 

Project and to consider the options available for its publication. 

 

For the benefit of the young folk especially, we have been able to arrange the services of Gary Coupland, a 

Professional Entertainer (Singing Kettle Fame) to come to the Church on Saturday 5th May 2018. The 

format of the day is still in the planning but will involve late afternoon/early evening entertainment with a 

meal to suit the youngsters. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THESE DATES !! 
 

 

Again exciting times in the life and witness of our Church and I thank you for your continued support of 

our Minister Neil Buchanan and all that we are trying to achieve within Moncreiff Church and in the Com-

munity of Calderwood. 

 

Bill McDougall 

Like many other churches in Scotland, Moncreiff will celebrate its formation following the disruption of 

1843. Not only will we be 175 years old, but we will celebrate 60 years in Calderwood when our present 

building was established, and the foundation stone was unveiled and dedicated by the Very Reverend 

George F MacLeod MC DD on the 16th November 1958. 

Bill McDougall 



Fundraising….It’s as Easy as 1, 2, 3... 

 

Page 10 Moncrei f f  Messenger  

Girls Brigade 

 

Fiona Lamont 

Gillian Hanna 

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your annual holiday - you 

could be collecting FREE donations for Moncreiff Parish Church - East Kilbride? 

 

There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, 

Aviva, the trainline and Sainsbury's – it doesn't cost you a penny extra! 

 

It's as easy as 1, 2, 3... 
 

 1.  Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moncreiffpc/ and join for free. 
 

 2.  Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start 

 shopping. 
 

 3.  After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for          

 no extra cost whatsoever! 
 

There are no catches or hidden charges and Moncreiff Parish Church - East Kilbride                                

will be really grateful for your donations. 
 

        Thank you, 
        Moncreiff Development Group Fundraisers 

Tuesday nights are still very busy at 3rd EK Girls’ Brigade with almost 70 girls attending       

regularly.  

It's hard to believe we are half way through our session.   

 

We’ve been travelling the world on a Tuesday night, and so far we have 

been to France and are currently in Spain. The girls and officers have been enjoying 

learning about the countries, making flags etc and even sampling some of the different 

countries’ foods. In January we will be travelling to Canada and the USA. 

 

We are looking forward to our Christmas crafts night and party in December as well as 

lots of fun things happening in 2018 to celebrate 125 years of Girls Brigade.  

 

All the girls and officers at 3rd EK would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for 2018. 



Moncreiff Quiz Competition - The Answers 
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Douglas Lindsay  

Thanks from Margaret and Douglas to all who entered – around £250 was added to the Christmas Fayre 

total. Answers to both the Quizes are printed Below:  

The draw was made on the Afternoon of 1st December, and the two prizes awarded by our Minister before 

worship on 3rd December. 

 

Winners were:   Books and Their Authors Quiz -  Eleanor Ferguson 

   Famous Films                          -   John Lamont 

1. King Solomon fell for just such a lady? (1951) – (The African Queen)  

2. Are they responsible for the royal horses? (1949) – (All the King’s Men)  

3. Middle name of "The Magic Flute" composer? (1984) - (Amadeus) 

4. He can be relied upon whatever the time of year? (1966) – (A Man For All Seasons) 

5. William Wallace and all that? (1995) - (Braveheart) 

6. Seen by Elisha in Dothan, 2nd Kings 6? (1981) – (Chariots of Fire)  

7. India's first Prime Minister? (1982) - (Gandhi) 

8. Disappeared in a Gale? (1939) – (Gone With The Wind) 

9. Killed in a motorcycle accident, he is buried in Moreton under the adopted surname Shaw? (1962) –    

    (Lawrence of Arabia)  

10. A seaport in Morocco? (1963) - (Casablanca)  

11.Train snowbound with murderer on board? (1974) – (Murder on the Orient Express)  

12. Rebellion on the south seas? (1935) – (Mutiny On the Bounty)  

13. Compass points? (1959) – (North by North - West)  

14. Basutoland and Bechuanaland are no longer there? (1985) -  (Out of Africa) 

15. Wife to Abraham's son, Isaac? (1940) - (Rebecca)  

16. King prepared to give up his kingdom in exchange for a horse? (1956)  – (Richard III)  

17. Asian youngster goes from rags to riches? (2008) – (Slumdog Millionaire) 

18. Tinkler of the ivories? (2002) - (The Pianist)  

19.  It happened in April 1912 to this vessel? (1997) – (Titanic)  

20. Prim governess who wrestled privately with emotional repression in this film? (1955) – (The King and I)  

Answers - Books and Their Authors  

Answers - Famous Films 

 1. Tiny Ladies  - Little Women  (Louisa M. Alcott) 

 2. Arrogance and Bias - Pride and Prejudice  (Jane Austen) 

 3. Nearly 40 Paces - 39 Steps (John Buchan) 

 4. Misadventure On a North African River – Death On the Nile (Agatha Christie) 

 5. Dismal Lodgings – Bleak House (Charles Dickens) 

 6. Isaac’s Wife – Rebecca (Daphne Du Maurier) 

 7. Early Spring – Middlemarch (George Eliot) 

 8. Silver Thumb – Goldfinger (Ian Fleming) 

 9. The Steeple – The Spire (William Golding) 

10. The Breeze in the Beeches – Wind in the Willows (Kenneth Grahame) 

11. The Silly Mid-On – The Third Man – (Graham Greene) 

12. Goodbye to Guns – A farewell to Arms – (Ernest Hemingway) 

13. Exactly as it is Tales – Just So Stories (Rudyard Kipling) 

14. A Few Pals Rowing – 3 Men in a Boat – (Jerome K Jerome) 

15. The Last Ocean Going Paddle Steamer -  Waverly Novels (Walter Scott) 

16. Angry Fruit – The Grapes of Wrath (John Steinbeck) 

17. Hijacked – Kidnapped (Robert Louis Stevenson) 

18. The Man Who Could Not Be Seen – The Invisible Man (H.G. Wells)  

19. Mr Prentice’s Garden Shed – Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Harriet B Byowe) 

20. In Charge Of Circles – Lord of the Rings (J.R.R. Tolkein) 
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Moncreiff Messenger 

 

Faithbuilders 

 
Ewen McKinnon 

Deadline Dates For the next 4 issues will be Deadline Dates For the next 4 issues will be Deadline Dates For the next 4 issues will be Deadline Dates For the next 4 issues will be : 

    
      18th March           18th March           18th March           18th March           ----   2018   2018   2018   2018    

    10th June              10th June              10th June              10th June              ----   2018   2018   2018   2018    

    16th September   16th September   16th September   16th September   ----   2018   2018   2018   2018    

    18th November    18th November    18th November    18th November    ----   2018   2018   2018   2018    

An extremely busy time coming up                 

in Faithbuilders !  

We have just finished with our 

contribution to the Moncreiff 

Christmas Fayre, where we       

provided the very popular ‘Santa’s 

Grotto’ and also the even more 

popular with some of us, ‘Burgers & 

Hotdogs stall.’  A very quick and busy 4 hours flashed by and 

produced a sum in excess of £500 to add to the magnificent 

overall total for the day. 

 

Practice for our Christmas Nativity is now in full flow, and the 

children are really excited about performing our play. They are just loving the songs, which we are 

looking forward to sharing with you on Sunday 17th December (a date for your diary!) for our 

‘Countdown to Christmas’  Nativity. 

The children have also been working on their designs for the ‘order of service competition’ for that 

day - You’ll see the winning entry on your order of service!  

We also have our Christmas party on Saturday 16th December to look forward to and I’m sure we are 

all looking forward to a visit from a very special visitor. 

 

Again, we thank you for all your support and encouragement that you give our young people and making 

them feel very much part of the church family.                                                                                  

We wish everyone a Very Merry and Peaceful Christmas, and all the best for the Yew Year. 

Local MSP Linda Fabiani pays a visit to Local MSP Linda Fabiani pays a visit to Local MSP Linda Fabiani pays a visit to Local MSP Linda Fabiani pays a visit to 
Santa’s GrottoSanta’s GrottoSanta’s GrottoSanta’s Grotto    

 

Please take time to consider these dates -  2018 is going to be a busy and 
exciting year in the life of Moncreiff Church, as we look back in a year of cele-
bration and also look forward to our future presence in the Calderwood area. 

We will have much to reflect on and share in the coming year. 

Please take time to share your thoughts, hopes and fears in the coming year. 

Please submit your articles in advance of the deadline as possible. 

Articles submitted after the deadline will not be included..!!will not be included..!!will not be included..!!will not be included..!! 
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Christmas Fayre 

 

Thank you for all who supported the Christmas Fayre which was held on Saturday 18th November, when a 

grand total of just over £4,000 was raised.  Santa's Grotto was a huge success and Santa even took time 

to officially open the proceedings. 

To all the Church Organisations and Youth Organisations who participated in the planning of the Event and 

manned the Stalls and Tea Room  -  we thank you. 

 

To the many members of the Congregation who so generously donated gifts, baking, holiday gifts, bottles, 

crafts etc.  It was a GREAT DAY in the life of our Church and welcomed and enjoyed by all who attended. 

 

Bill McDougall 

Here Are A Few Photos of The Day 
More To Follow On The Website 



Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”    

    

    Mr.  Robert Bowers, Blackbraes Road 

 Mrs. Margaret Pennington, Cantieslaw Drive  

 Mrs. Edith Laird,  Forefaulds Nursing Home  

 Mr. Robert Reid, Deveron Road  

 Mrs. AnnieTempleton, Melville Park   

 Mrs. M Classon, Kelso Drive   

   

 

     

 

East Kilbride Moncreiff Parish 
Church of Scotland 

Charities Ref. No. SC016751 

The next issue 
will be  

Spring 2018 

CONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTER    

Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email:     theoffice@moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk 

Find Us On The Web 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web site in 
an expanded form, with more photographs, more graphics 
and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far where to 
find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not in-
clude a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :    www.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/moncreiff----messengermessengermessengermessenger 

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Session Clerk: Bill McDougall 

Session Clerk: Brenda McCrae 

Treasurer: Elaine Barrowman 
 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Fiona Lamont 

FWO Convenor: Margaret Jenkins 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Lisa Currie 

Church Officer: George Greig 

 

  

2nd Saturday of Every Month 

(10am—12 Noon) 

Tables £5 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966) 

Liz Craig (221412) 


