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Neil Buchanan 

Dear friends, 
 
I always find Autumn the most mellow and reflective of all the seasons. Looking back 
over the Summer we wonder where the time has gone and where the sun was hiding for 
so long! Back amidst the chills and darker, shorter days, we put the central heating on 
and pull the duvet up over our heads as Winter approaches. Yet this is a busy time in the 
life of our Church.  
Organisations are back up and running with a new calendar of events and the draw of 
festive celebrations beckons us onwards toward another year and into an unknown fu-
ture. In the meantime we take stock and dedicate ourselves once more to the faith 
which we so firmly hold, giving thanks for the harvest which God provides and remember-
ing the Saints who have gone on before us.  
 
Our Armistice worship in November will take on an extra significance for me 
this year because I was privileged to be able 
to take part in the events which surrounded 
the Centenary of Passchendaele, otherwise 
known as the Third Battle of Ypres. My Great 
Uncle Norman, after whom both my father 

and eldest brother were named, was killed on the first day of that 
battle on the 31st of July 1917 and on that same date exactly 100 
years later I attended a most meaningful and moving Remembrance 
Service in the Tyne Cot Cemetery along with another 4000 invited guests including many dignitaries and 
politicians, members of our own Royal Family and the King and Queen of the Belgians.  
 
The day before I had searched for and found my late Great Uncle’s grave and laid some floral tributes along with a 
simple wooden cross with a poppy on it, offering a prayer as I did so. I felt so humble kneeling in the small No 
Man’s Cot cemetery, alone, surrounded by the graves of many of those who fought side by side with my relative so 
long ago. As I stood up, I even gave voice to my feelings and emotions directed toward the serried rows of grave-
stones thanking those named on them for the courage and honour with which they had fought. They, among so many 
others,  paid such a terrible price for our peace and freedom and we who follow on, even at this late date, must 
never forget and always remember them and all those who have fought since and who struggle still  against dark 
forces for the liberties that we now enjoy.  
 
Travelling from the middle of a farmers field in which the small cemetery stands, I drove a 
short distance into the town of Ypres itself where preparations were being made for a 
spectacular event which I would later attend which told the story of the battle in the most 
amazing and imaginative ways. Prior to that I looked around the town, spoke to some fellow 
travellers and visited the Menin Gate where the names of 50,000 men from around the 
former British Empire, whose bodies were never found, are remembered. Every evening at 
8 p.m, a short ceremony is held and Last Post is played. Again I felt so privileged to be 
there and especially as the ceremony had been extended because of the Centenary to in-
clude many of the families of those who had fallen at Passchendaele along with several 
marching bands and many of the same dignitaries politicians and the Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge who were going to attend the service Tyne Cot Cemetery the following day. An 
hour later, the evening event began as darkness began to fall and the story of the battle 
was told in music, drama, poetry, song and the most amazing light show that I have ever 
seen. The Old Ypres Cloth Hall, which for all the world looks like a huge Cathedral, had all 
sorts of scenes, colours, movements and memories thrown on to it as people spoke, acted 
or sang solo supported by the brilliant National Youth Choir of Scotland. I was so proud of 
them! They had already sung beautifully at the Menin Gate and now they further graced 
the occasion and made it so special for everyone.  
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The next day they would sing again at the Tyne Cot Cemetery, searing into my memory an experience I will never forget 
and helping me to remember with pride all those who fought in the Great War which was supposed to be “the war that 
ended all wars”.  
 
Sadly, that was not the case and we are still learning the bitter lesson of truth that man’s inhumanity to man cannot be 
stalled until the last trumpet sounds and the last battle is over and God Himself, walks among us. Till then we are left 
to reflect on the tyranny, pain, sacrifice and suffering of war and to pray and to work for peace until that day comes. 
May God Bless you in this season of reflection, 
       Yours Aye, 
        Neil Buchanan. 

Menin Gate  

 How Long, O Lord? 
 

How long, O Lord, how long, before the flood 
Of crimson-welling carnage shall abate? 

From sodden plains in West and East the blood 
Of kindly men streams up in mists of hate, 
Polluting Thy clean air: and nations great 

In reputation of the arts that bind  
The world with hopes of Heaven, sink to the state 

Of brute barbarians, whose ferocious mind 
Gloats o’er the bloody havoc of their kind, 

Not knowing love or mercy. 
Lord, how long 

Shall Satan in high places lead the blind 
To battle for the passions of the strong? 

Oh, touch Thy children’s hearts, that they may know  
Hate their most hateful, pride their deadliest foe. 

 
Robert Palmer.  
Killed in action 1916. 
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The Children 

 

When our Lord was very young he was a refugee.                                                                                                                  
His parents had to flee to save him from a murderous king.                                                                                                 
His life was in danger and his parents protected him and kept him safe among foreigners  in a distant place. 
 

I see children on my TV screen with parents who love them, try to protect them and keep them safe,               
among strangers in a strange land. They have left their own homes, cities broken by war, searching for             
safety – a haven to bring up the little ones. 
 
I see youngsters who are travelling alone, seeking to take refuge with family members in other countries.           
How frightening that must be? 
I see the little ones sitting in the dirt in the camps, too young to know what is happening,                                          
and I wonder what scars they will carry into their adult lives, if they live to reach adulthood! 
 
What does a daily life of war, death, hunger, disease and pain do to a child’s mind? 
What kind of adults will they become? 
What nightmares do they and their parents suffer? 
What seeds are being sown for the next generation? 
And what of those young men labelled as economic migrants? What poverty brought them to this state? 
 
I think of those in authority who are trying to maintain order amid the chaos,                                                         
what kind of dreams break their sleep? 
 

We are 21st century people who live in a stable country, and, yes,                                                                                     
we have problems with poverty and violence, but nothing like that.  
 
Yet if our town were destroyed - became a battle-ground of hostilities with bombs, fire, hunger and thirst.               
If our homes, churches, and medical centres were in ruins,                                                                                                 
our streets more bomb-cratered than pot-holed would we pay whatever it took,                                                          
get in a small boat with our loved ones and try to escape to safety? 
 

Would we? 
Wouldn’t we? 

 

Marion McInally 
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Morag Hanna - A Job Well Done! 

 Marion McInally 

Morag Hanna, our church secretary is retiring after 33 years 
of service to this congregation. 
Morag was interviewed by Alastair Lusk, Jim Falconer,      
Matt Whyte and Angus McLean and started work on               
1st October 1984 .  
 
She has witnessed and helped to guide many changes down the 
years, and been of immeasurable help to so many of us as a 
conduit for information, communication, helpful advice and so 
many other things. 
 
We thank Morag for her dedication and smooth running of the 
church office, and look forward to her continued presence in 
‘the body of the Kirk’ at worship on a Sunday. 
 
Lisa Currie has now taken over the running of the office and 
we wish her well in her new post. 

The Guild - Bowled Over! 

 Anne McIntyre 

The National Convener of the Church of Scotland Guild 
issued a challenge to Guilds to enter bowling teams to play 
at Kelvingrove Park on 24th August.  
Moncreiff Guild entered 2 teams and both teams won 4 
games out of 5 and enjoyed the challenge very much.      
We had a sunny day and all teams were very friendly and 
good natured.                                                                   
We look forward to next year's challenge with the new 
Convener. 

Morag Hanna 

The new session of Moncreiff Guild starts at 7.30pm on Tuesday 3rd October with 'Sing for your Supper' 
a sing-along and a light supper. All Ladies and gentlemen of any age will be made very welcome. 

The Guild Bowlers 
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Guides and Brownies  - ( 6th B Guides) 

 

Susan McMahon 

There has been Guides and Brownies in Moncreiff Church since March 1966. 
The 2 current Brownie Units turned 50 years old on 2nd September 2017 and the  
Rainbow unit will turn 30 years old in November 2018. 
This is a great milestone and all the current leaders in the units would like to 
thank all previous leaders for their help and support in keeping Guiding in Moncreiff 
all these years. 

  
To keep the units in the church we have re-arranged some of the units and as a District  
we are hoping to have more nights where all sections get together for the night. 
Our aim is to get the girls mixing with other sections and leaders so that they will wish to 
move to the next section and keep Guiding alive in Moncreiff for another 30-50 years. 
Our first joint event is a Halloween Party which we will report back to you all how it goes. 

  
 
  
 

The units are now on a Wednesday and Thursday night and I know 
we are always looking for  
volunteers to help out even if only to share a skill or if anyone 
wishes to visit to see what Guiding 
offers the girls in the current day. 
  
Susan McMahon 
Guide Leader ( 6th B Guides) 
Commissioner Calderwood District. 

All the leaders have a busy and varied programme 
planned for all sections which will ensure the girls have 
great fun as well as learning about Guiding. 

Moncreiff Messenger 

 

Susan McMahon 

Getting articles/Material for the magazine still seems to be a bit of a 
struggle. Therefore, I have decided to give advance notice of when the 
deadline dates will be for each of our (at the moment) quarterly magazines 
in order to give more time to think about contributions. 

Deadline Dates For the next 4 issues will be : 

 19th November    -   2017 
 1st April                 -   2018 
 10th June              -   2018 
 16th September    -   2018 
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4th East Kilbride Boys’ Brigade 

 Fraser Munn  

The month of September marked the start of our new session 17/18. A month 
where we had almost record enrolment for our Anchor Section with 15 new boys 
and 2 boys coming back from last session. Good luck to our newest officers Lorna 
Sinclair and Eleanor Hamilton who have great ideas for the session ahead. 
 
Our Junior Section also has seen growth with a total of 14 boys re-enrolled and 
I’m sure with more new boys to come. With Christine Anderson at the helm she will 
help steer the two new officers Kenneth McKay and Blair McAulay into action.  
 
 

The Company and Senior sections have managed to keep all of the young men that they had last year as well 
as gaining three new recruits from the Junior Section. The older boys have a very busy year ahead of them 
as we will be defending the treble of drill cups that they won last session. Also work will be starting on the 
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award this year with a total of 6 young enthusiastic young men ready to meet the 
challenges ahead and the same 6 boys also have their Queens Badge, which is our highest award, to com-
plete by the end of the session. Good luck lads.  
 
So to sum up the numbers are looking very positive with 43 boys and 10 officers, a very busy year for all 
and good luck to each and everyone of them. Exciting times ahead. 

On behalf of the Officers and Boys of the 4th 
East Kilbride, I would like to thank the congrega-
tion of Moncrieff Parish Church for their      
continued support in our Active Kids campaign. 
Our latest total is a fantastic 6600 of which a 
large percentage is from yourselves.  
  Regards,  
   Kenny McKay. 

Moncreiff Parish Church - On Facebook 

Don't forget to like and share Moncreiff 
on Facebook as we venture into the world 
of Social Media.  
The more we like and share with our 
friends, the more likely we are to reach 
new people to welcome to our church   
family. 
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Short Notes 
 

We would like to say  “Thank You”    

To all who sent flowers and cards 

to us recently on the occasion of 
Bob’s birthday and then again after 

Joy’s operation. They were very 
much appreciated. Also out thanks 

to the caring group for the lovely 
Flowers. 

 
   Best Wishes to all.  Many Thanks,    Joy & Bob Boslam 

We would like to thank you all 

very much for the cards and 

support given to us at the time 

of Andy's passing, which are 

much appreciated.  Thank you 

also for the uplifting service to 

celebrate Andy's life.  We have 

felt upheld by your thoughts 

and prayers.  

Jean, David and Linda 
Gordon." GOLDE

N WEDDIN
G 

 

 Morag an
d Geor

ge Wilson w
ould lik

e to 

thank 
Moncreif

f Churc
h and 

members of
 

the ch
urch fo

r the b
eautifu

l flowe
r   

arrange
ment an

d cards
 receiv

ed on 
their 

recent 
Golden

 Wedding 
Annive

rsary 

 

 
Kind R

egards 

 
 

George
 Wilson 

Dear Friends, 

I would like to thank Mr. Bu-

chanan, Mr. & Mrs. Lindsay 

and all my friends at Moncreiff 

for the lovely cards and flowers 

that we received on the death of 

our son. I would also like to 

thank Mr. & Mrs. Lindsay for 

their visits,
 they were very 

much appreciated.   

        
   Many Thanks to you all.  

   Jessie and Fred McCulloch . 
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More….Short Notes 
 

I would
 like to

 say a 
very si

ncere  
     

“Thank
 You“ 

for the
 Beaut

iful flo
wer   

  

arrange
ment I r

eceived
 recent

ly, fro
m 

our chu
rch and

 also t
o our 

minister 
Neil, 

for his
 visit t

o me.     
       

       
       

       

I really
 did ap

preciat
e both

. 

      T
hank y

ou,  

 
 

from Jess M
unn. 

Dear Caring Group, 

I am a 'housebound' member of M
oncreiff C

hurch and 

it was my delight to rec
eive the Church Flowers on a 

Sunday morning in June. 

Please co
nvey my thanks to th

e Caring Group and to 

the very n
ice lady who delivered

 the  flowers. 

My elder Mr McDougall kee
ps me updated on all  

matters s
urrounding the Church and I was thrilled to   

receive 
the flowers.   

          
          

          
          

          
          

   

Thank you for rem
embering me. 

          
          

         Y
ours Sincerely 

          
          

          
    Mrs. Alison Meehan 

 

I should like to say thank you to 

the caring group for sending me 

the Church flowers after I came 

home from hospital. 

Also I appreciated the visit 

from the minister whilst in    

hospital.             Thanks to you all. 

 
 

      Sheena Fletcher. 

Thank you all very much for the sanctuary flowers I received a few weeks ago. They were beautiful and brightened up my home and my heart when I 
was feeling unwell.  
 Fiona Lamont. 
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A Piece of History…! 
 

Marion McInally 

In a roundabout way a scroll dated 1877, calling one of our past 
ministers, the Reverend Thomas Pearson to the Free church 
Congregation at East Kilbride has found it’s way to Moncreiff.  
It was found among the papers of Cathcart Holy Trinity Church 
of Scotland and given to Moncreiff  for our archives in August 
2017. 

Reverend Pearson served in Moncreiff (or as it was 
then the Free Church) from 1877 till 1898. 
Below is the first part of Reverend Pearson’s Call 

 
It is then signed by the members and, after a further paragraph, by the adherents. 

The entire scroll is in reasonable condition considering it’s age. It measures 47” or120cms and 
is very fragile with a ragged edge where some words are missing. It is at the moment being 
stabilised, as it is very fragile, and it is hoped it will be on display when we celebrate the anni-
versary of our building in Calderwood. 

Photo Rev PPearson 

Reverend Thomas Pearson  

 
 
We, the undersigned Elders, Deacons, and Members 
of the Free church Congregation at East Kilbride, 
desirous of promoting the glory of God and the good 
of the Church, being destitute of a fixed pastor, and 
being assured, by good information and our own 
experience, and prudence, as also of the suitable-
ness to  ???  capacities of the gifts of you Mr Thomas 
Pearson, preacher of the gospel, have agreed to in-
vite, call, and entreat you to undertake     ???  as we, 
by these present, do heartily invite, call, and entreat 
you to undertake the office of Pastor among us and 
the charge of our souls; and further, upon your ac-
cepting this our Call, promise you all dutiful respect, 
encouragement, and obedience in the Lord. 
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More History 

 Bill McDougall 

During the recent Phoenix Choir Concert on 16 June I was given a Programme of a concert that had 
taken place in St Andrew's Hall, Glasgow on 26 April 1949. The Concert was a 'SALUTE' to the City of 
Brest, Brittany, France in aid of the Children's Fund of the Franco - Scottish House, Glasgow and fea-
tured 56 Choirs comprising 'Choristers of Glasgow and The West of Scotland'. 
 
Two of the 56 Choirs featured were 'Glasgow Orpheus Choir' under their conductor Sir Hugh S. 
Roberton and more importantly Moncreiff Church Choir, East Kilbride under their conductor Mrs 
George Smith. In 1949 Moncreiff was in the Village (now the Baptist Church) and I have been advised 
by two of our members namely Miss Betty Flanigan and Mrs Nan McIntyre that they remember Mrs 
Smith as the conductor at that time. 
 
Mrs Smith's husband, George Smith was a former Session Clerk and Sunday School Superintendent in 
Moncreiff and in fact the light above the present pulpit was presented to Moncreiff Church when we 
moved to Calderwood by the 'Smith Family'. 
A copy of the Programme front page and list of the Choirs and Conductors are shown below.  
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Mattie King—100 Years Young 
 

The Caring Group 
 

Marion McInally  

Two new ventures will be taking place:-  
 
‘Moncreiff Prays’ will be monthly on a Wednesday evening,  with a box to note 
any prayer needs you have, available on our table on Sundays and in the office at 
other times. 
 
‘Table Top Games and Chatter’ with tea/coffee and chat is intended to be on a Thursday afternoon, from 
1.30 till 3.30 starting in October. 
 
The Famous Moncreiff  Fish Supper Evening is in the planning stage for around Halloween. 
 
Further  information  about  these and other events will be in the Intimations section of the Order of 
Service, or you can ask at the Caring Group table on a Sunday. 
 
We have recently acknowledged one 100th Birthday as well as several 90th Birthdays and Golden Wed-
ding anniversaries. We are keen to know of any upcoming special events in the lives of our members  i.e. 
Golden or Diamond anniversaries, or 90th or 100th birthdays. 
 
We would also like to know if any member of our congregation is in hospital, has no means of getting to 
local hospital appointments, becomes housebound, or is in a care home. We already know about some of 
these events but would rather be told twice than not know at all. 

There has been a change of personnel in the Caring Group, as men-
tioned in the last magazine. Ailsa Harper-Hennessy has taken over as 
leader and Heather Davies is now our treasurer, Fiona Lamont is our 
co-ordinator for CAP (Christians Against Poverty). 

Liz Craig  

On June 18th, I had the great pleasure of taking a basket of flowers to Mrs. King in Whitehills Care Home.  
I went on behalf of our church to present them to her on her 100th Birthday.  She was delighted to re-
ceive them and made me put them at the side of her bed on a small table so that she could enjoy them.  
Her big birthday celebration was the next day and she was being allowed to rest up in preparation. 
I grew up in East Mains and from 5 years of age visited KINGS for comics, their Christmas Club for annu-
als, paraffin for the heater, and my dad's "10 Players please".  There were a few ladies who served in their 
shop, but everyone's favourite was Mrs King.  She knew all the children and adults and no matter how busy 
the shop was, she always had time to talk to you and ask about your family. I remember her as always smil-
ing, speaking in a soft voice....and interested in everything. 
It was no different when I went into her room on 18th June.  She knew who I was, 
asked about my parents and my brother and made me promise to thanks everyone in 
Moncreiff for their kind gift.  So, thank you everyone.  Mattie is well and content, 
though frail now.  I do visit her and always pass on best wishes from other              
East Mainsers. 
I look forward to visiting again in June 2018 for her 101st birthday. 
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The Girls Brigade 
 Suzanne Bennie 

 
After a successful enrolment night at the end of September we now have 30 Explor-
ers (P1-3), 24 Juniors (P4-6), 8 Junior Brigaders (P7 & S1) and 7 Brigaders who are all 
in S4 so we have a very busy Tuesday evening.  
Thankfully three new volunteers have come along, one parent of a girl, one parent of 
an officer and one a girl who was previously in the company.  
We have chosen ‘Countries’ as our theme for badge work this year and already the 
girls have been learning about France and some basic French words. In the coming 
weeks we’ll be tasting some of the food that comes from France as well as using our 
baking skills to make croissants.  
The S4 girls were out this weekend completing the expedition for their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award, 
thankfully the weather was kind to them.  
 
 2018 marks the 125th anniversary of Girls’ Brigade and already plans are underway for many events organ-
ised by GB Scotland and GB Glasgow as well as a new ‘anthem’ which you will hopefully hear soon. It was 
aired for the first time at our AGM last week and it was overwhelming, reducing some to tears. 
 As a company we plan to have some sort of celebration with the girls later in the year.  
It’s going to be a busy session!  

MDF BALANCE 

BREAKS 
 

Moncreiff Development Fund -  An Update 
 Elaine Barrowman 

The balance on the Moncreiff Development 
Fund has now reached just over £90,000 !! 
 
This is a fantastic amount considering we 
started the year with just £26,000.   
Many thanks to everyone who continues to 
kindly contribute to our MDF.  
Remember every penny counts and it’s never 
too late to take out a pledge or set up a 
standing order.   
Just visit the MDF information table in the 
foyer or speak to anyone from the Mon-
creiff Development Group.  

Over the coming months we’re planning some fund raising events, in par-
ticular our Christmas Fayre on Saturday 18th November.                    
With a wee push I’m sure we could make £100,000 by the end of the 
year !  
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Christians Against Poverty 

 
Fiona Lamont 

Christians Against Poverty is a huge organisation working in Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the UK.    

East Kilbride Churches Together provide the following services from CAP: 

Debt Help: 
If you are feeling weighed down by debt, then we can help. You may think your situation is impossible, but there is hope.   
Our friendly team will give you a listening ear in the privacy of your own home and provide a practical solution to your debts. 
Since we started helping people out of debt in 1996, we’ve helped thousands in situations like yours through our professional 
service offered by 293 CAP Debt Centres.  
 
Why not ring us today to begin your journey to becoming debt free? 
 
Does it cost anything? No.  
Our service is completely free. We are able to provide a totally free service because CAP is a charity and receives donations from churches 
and individuals who want to help people. 
Will my creditors cooperate with you? Yes.   
We have worked with over 1,000 companies within the finance industry and we are well respected. This means that councils, utilities and 
mortgage companies work with us because they have seen the results of our involvement. They know we offer fair repayments based on  
what you can afford. 

To access CAP Debt Help call 0800 328 0006 

Release Groups: 
 
What is a CAP Realease Group?  
Your local CAP Release Group is a friendly group where you’ll find support to help you overcome any life controlling issues 
that you are facing. This could include smoking, drinking, over-eating or gambling to name a few. Relase groups are based 
on the Twelve Steps principles and are completely confidential, creating an environment of trust and mutual respesct for 
every member. The groups are based in churches and run by trained volunteers who are dedicated to helping you achieve 
your goal of a dependency-free life. 
How do I know a CAP Release Group is for me?  
Whether you’ve been trying to deal with something for a short time or for as long as you can remember, your local CAP Release Group can 
help. We offer a unique mix of practical lessons, group time and one-to-one coaching. All of our help is offered in a supportive, encouraging 
and friendly way. 

We know it can make people nervous to commit to a group without knowing more about it. That’s why we always offer an informal, no commit-
ment information evening as the first step. Why don’t you come along to that evening to check it out? CAP Release groups are run in        
Calderwood Baptist Church by Elaine Allison, Jean Pendlebury and Neil Ingall. Tel: 07729 312773 

Job Clubs: 
 
What is a CAP Job Club?  
Your local Job Club is a friendly place where you will receive practical help as you seek employment. It’s a relaxed environ-
ment with the chance to meet other jobseekers, get support and gain the tools you need to find work. 
 
How do I know a CAP Job Club is for me?  
Whether you’ve been unemployed for a short time or several years, or you are yet to enter employment, we will help you to create a plan that 
works. Our unique mix of a practical course, one-to-one coaching and a supportive group mean that you will find the support you need at a 
CAP Job Club. Whoever you are, you’ll be welcomed as a part of your job club family. 
 
How will a CAP Job Club be different from other things I’ve been to?  
All of our CAP Job Clubs are run by trained volunteers who understand the challenges you are facing when looking for work and who really 
want you to succeed. You will not only have group support, but your CAP Job Club Coach will spend time helping you to achieve your per-
sonal goals. 

CAP Job Club is run by Thomas O’Neill in Calderwood Baptist Church. Call 0800 3280006 
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Life Skills: 
 
What is CAP Life Skills?  
Money impacts all areas of our lives: what we can or can’t afford, our relationships, what we eat, our health and wellbeing and 
much more. Your local CAP Life Skills is a friendly group where you’ll gain practical skills and discover new ways to live for a 
brighter future. 
 
How do I know CAP Life Skills is for me?  
If you want to stay on top of your household bills, see your money go further, eat well on a budget or grow in self-confidence, then CAP Life 
Skills is for you! It will teach you real ways to save time, money and hassle in your day to day life. You’ll learn practical skills from our trained 
coaches alongside like-minded people in a relaxed and fun environment. 

CAP Life Skills Courses are run by Elissa Leatham and Morag Macdonald in Claremont Parish Church. Call 07848 827881 or email 

elissaleatham@gmail.com 

Money Course:  
 
What is the CAP Money Course?  

The CAP Money Course is a free course that will teach you budgeting skills and a simple, cash-based system that works. In 
just a few weeks, you will get to grips with your finances so you can budget, save and prevent debt. 

The CAP Money Course was devised by the award-winning charity, Christians Against Poverty, in 2008. More than 1,100 
churches run the course for their communities, with over 10,000 people benefiting from it each year. 

 

Is the CAP Money Course for me?  

Whether you feel pretty organised or whether it’s like a lucky dip every time you try to withdraw cash from your account, the CAP Money 
Course will help you take complete control of your finances. There are extra resources for those on low incomes, self-employed people, cou-
ples, families and those preparing for retirement – whoever you are, the CAP Money Course will be relevant to you. 

Building a balanced budget - Building a workable budget is vital in taking control of your money. It will help you see exactly what you are 
spending, how you could save money and prioritise your spending to include the things you really need or want to do. 

 

The CAP Money system - The CAP Money system will give you a practical way of sticking to your budget. The system uses three accounts, 
so you can make sure your money is going towards the things you planned for in your budget. 

 

Using cash - Using cash for your everyday living expenses is counter-cultural, but has many advantages. It’s a powerful tool to enable you to 
stick to your weekly budget for food and living costs. After all – when it’s gone, it’s gone! Cash enables you to see exactly where you are with 
your money at all times and adds more value to what you buy. 

 

CAP Money Plus - If you find that you can’t afford your essential living costs or meet your contractual repayments on your debts, then CAP 
Money Plus is for you. CAP Money Plus will negotiate with your secondary creditors (things like bank loans, credit cards or store cards) and 
give advice about any priority debts (mortgage, rent, council tax, etc.) to help you achieve a debt free future. 

 

The East Kilbride CAP Money Coaches will be bringing these courses to Moncreiff in the coming months. If you are interested in attending a 
course, or arranging a course for Girls’/Boys’ Brigades, Brownies or Guides, please, in the first instance speak to Fiona Lamont, EK CAP 
Money Team Coordinator, on 07973 438843 or email fiona.lamont@moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk. There are courses to suit all: CAP Money 
Kids (9-11yrs) CAP Money Youths (Secondary School) CAP Money Students and the main CAP Money Course for adults with variations to 
suit.  

Is CAP just for Christians?     No                                                                                                                                                     
CAP will help anyone regardless of their religious beliefs. We monitor our services to ensure everybody receives the same caring service 
regardless of race, nationality, religion, age, gender, marital status, sexual orientation or disability. 

Where does the money come from to fund these CAP services in East Kilbride?  
 
East Kilbride Churches Together help to finance CAP Debt Help. It costs at least £600 per month to run a debt centre.  
 
The Caring Group contributed £800 this year towards CAP Debt help. This money was raised in the main because of Neil’s dedication to the 
clothing bin. Each week he sorts the clothes into good, not so good and dirty (yes, dirty socks and more). The good clothes go to the hospice 
for their charity shop, the not so good go to a company that gives cash for clothes – Neil then passes the proceeds to the Caring Group to be 
used for CAP. The dirty clothes must go in the refuse bin!  
Claremont Parish Church and Calderwood Baptist Church fund their own services. 
 
The Caring Group provided the funds to train Moncreiff’s Money Coach. There are some overheads like the cost of workbooks at £2 each, 
publicity materials and more.  

Please do make use of the clothing bin and contribute clean clothes, handbags or shoes. Place them in a bag in the clothing bin, or under the 

Caring Group table if the bin is full. Cash Contributions for the work of CAP are also acceptable, these can be placed in the offering bags in an 

envelope clearly marked CAP. This will go to the Caring Group and used only for CAP purposes. 
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Faith Builders 

 
Ewen  McKinnon 

We recently kicked off our new session, and Faithbuilders is already in full swing, 
Summer already seems a distant memory (yes I’m sure that was 2016!), and we’re 
looking forward to a busy and exciting time ahead of us. 
We are pleased to welcome some new faces to Faithbuilders this year. 
Not only do we have some welcome additions to the number of children attending, 
we also welcome the addition of 3 new leaders to our ranks, and hope that they will 
enjoy working with our wonderful youngsters. 
The average age of our children seems to be getting lower and lower each year - 
unlike our leaders ! -  and so we are having to adapt our program accordingly to be 
relevant to a much younger age group. 
 We have steady numbers of between 12 – 16 

children attending each week, with a few even 
younger children ‘testing the water’ now and 
again. 
It’s really great to see our numbers on the 
increase! The children are very much at home 
within the Moncreiff Family, and enjoying the 
Fun Activities of Faithbuilders and learning a 
bit more about God’s Love for them. 
With a busy time ahead, we have already 
started our forward planning – and Yes – 
Christmas is already on the Agenda !! 
We would like to thank everyone in the con-
gregation for their continued support of the 
leaders and the work of Faithbuilders, and 
their encouragement of all our Young people 
in Moncreiff. 

Faithbuilders 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
SAT. 18 th NOVEMBER  

2017  

Moncreiff Parish Church 

A Date For Your Diary... 
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Days of The Week... 

 

 

Monday – Wash Day 
Lord, help me wash away my selfish-
ness and vanity so I may serve you 
perfect humility throughout the week 
ahead. 

Tuesday – Ironing Day 
Lord, help me iron out all the wrinkles 
of prejudice I collected through all 
the years so that I may see the 
beauty of others. 

Wednesday – Mending Day 
O God, help me to mend my ways so 
that I will not set a bad example to 
others. 

Thursday – Cleaning Day 
Lord Jesus, help me to dust out all 
the many faults I have been hiding in 
the secret corners of my 
heart. 

Friday – Shopping Day 
O God, give me the grace to shop 
wisely so I may 
purchase eternal 
happiness for my-
self and all the 
others in need of 
love. 

Saturday – Cooking Day 
Help me, my Saviour, to brew a big 
kettle of brotherly 
and sisterly love and 
serve it with the 
clean, sweet bread 
of human kindness. 

Sunday – The Lord’s Day 
O God, I have prepared my house for 
you. Please come into my heart as my 
honoured guest so I may 
spend the rest of my life in 
your presence. 

Forgive Your Enemies? 
Toward the end of the Sunday service, the minister asked, “How many of you have forgiven your enemies?” 

80% held up their hands. The minister repeated the question. Everyone responded this time, except one man ,                       
an avid golfer named Walter Barnes who attended church only when the weather was bad.   

.                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

“Mr Barnes, it’s obviously not a good morning for golf. It’s Good to see you here today.  
Are you not willing to forgive your enemies?”    
 
“I don’t have any”, he replied gruffly.”     
   
“Mr Barnes, that’s very unusual. How old are you?”    
    

 “Ninety eight” he replied.      (The congregation stood up and clapped their hands.)  

   

“Oh Mr Barnes, would you please come down to the front and tell us how a person can 
live to ninety eight and not have an enemy in the world?    

   

The old golfer tottered down the aisle, stopped in front of the pulpit, turned around, 
faced the congregation and simply said,       

                                                                                  “I Outlived them all.” 



Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

 

 Mrs. Elizabeth Patterson,  Buchan Green  

 Mrs. Ina McKay,  Carlyle Terrace .  

 Mrs. Rene Horne,  Dunvegan Care Home, Cambuslang .  

 Mr. Alex Grant,  Buchandyke Road  .  

 Mrs. J. Ahern,  Neville  

 Mrs. Elizabeth May,  Rosa Burn Care Home . 

 Mr. Jack Robertson,  Geddes Hill .  

 Mrs. Moira Borland,  Geddes Hill . 

 Mrs. Margaret Shaw,  Abbey Lodge Care Home 

 Mrs. Ellen McKay,  Cathkin House Care Home, Kingsgate 
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Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email:     theoffice@moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web site in 
an expanded form, with more photographs, more graphics 
and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far where to 
find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not in-
clude a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :    www.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/moncreiff-messenger  

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Session Clerk: Bill McDougall 

Session Clerk: Brenda McCrae 

Treasurer: Elaine Barrowman 
 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Fiona Lamont 

FWO Convenor: Margaret Jenkins 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Lisa Currie 

Church Officer: George Greig 

 

  

2nd Saturday of Every Month 

(10am—12 Noon) 
Tables £5 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966) 

Liz Craig (221412) 


