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Dates For Your DiaryDates For Your DiaryDates For Your DiaryDates For Your Diary    

 
Services For Holy WeekServices For Holy WeekServices For Holy WeekServices For Holy Week    

        

            

  Monday  Monday  Monday  Monday              10th April             10th April             10th April             10th April   ----        Upside down revolution      (7:00pm)    

  Tuesday  Tuesday  Tuesday  Tuesday          11th April             11th April             11th April             11th April   ----        Upside down relationships      (7:00pm)    

  Wednesday     12th April     Wednesday     12th April     Wednesday     12th April     Wednesday     12th April   ----        Upside down religion               (7:00pm)    

  Thursday         13th April     Thursday         13th April     Thursday         13th April     Thursday         13th April   ----        Upside down power       (7:00pm)    

  Friday  Friday  Friday  Friday              14th April             14th April             14th April             14th April   ----        Upside down symbols        (7:00pm)    

 

        SundaySundaySundaySunday     16th April 16th April 16th April 16th April    

 

   Easter Sunday Worship  Easter Sunday Worship  Easter Sunday Worship  Easter Sunday Worship  ----  (10:30am)  (10:30am)  (10:30am)  (10:30am) 

     (Communion Service) 

    Early Morning Worship  Early Morning Worship  Early Morning Worship  Early Morning Worship  ----  (8:30am)  (8:30am)  (8:30am)  (8:30am) 

       Short service of worship followed 

        by  breakfast together in the hall. 

*   Services followed by tea/coffee in the hall   *  *   Services followed by tea/coffee in the hall   *  *   Services followed by tea/coffee in the hall   *  *   Services followed by tea/coffee in the hall   *      

Theme - ‘Upside down Kingdom’ 

S p r i n gS p r i n gS p r i n gS p r i n g     
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A View From The Manse 
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Neil Buchanan 

Dear friends, 

 

Next year I will be entering my 30th year of service in Ministry within the Church of Scotland. Over all this time I 

have witnessed a lot of changes in society and especially in relation to people's perception of the Church and where it 

fits in to the shape of modern life. No longer can we assume that families will come to us when they are planning a wed-

ding or suffering from a bereavement and precious few young mums or dads would even consider coming to Church to 

have a new arrival baptised and welcomed into the family of the Church. 

We are thus facing a missional challenge which is akin to that which faced the early followers of Jesus so long ago. We 

are like strangers in our own land in terms of our faith and the levels of apathy and disinterest in what we believe and 

what we do are enormous. If we do nothing to address this situation, we can be assured that the decline which we have 

witnessed, which has lasted since the late 1950's will continue and more and more congregations will go to the wall. 

Having embarked upon the Path of Renewal, your Kirk Session has decided to engage with this modern missional di-

lemma and has agreed to set up a small group within the congregation to think about where we are heading, what our 

plans for both material and spiritual change will do to help us build a firm foundation for growth and how we can use all 

our gifts and talents in fresh ways to deliver the challenge of the Gospel to the people who are living around where our 

Church is placed. 

Elsewhere within this magazine you will see evidence from the Community Survey which was carried out on your behalf 

and which was paid for by the Church of Scotland. We can see from the findings that there is hope for the future but 

that we need to start doing our mission and outreach much differently. No longer will people be attracted or drawn to 

our Church through putting on Bible Study Programmes or Evangelical Events rather we need to be ready to turn our-

selves outwards towards our neighbours, engaging with the world on our doorstep and offering welcome, hospitality and 

hope to those who are desperate to find some meaning in the midst of the madness of our present generational plights. 

This is what the early followers of Jesus did and when we go back to the Scriptures we can see clear evidence of the 

fact that it was the lifestyle and behaviour of the Christian Community which made the big difference in drawing peo-

ple toward Jesus and winning them to faith. Over and above all else the Church still need Salt and Light Christians to 

live out their faith on a day to day basis and that includes us, who are God's people in this place and the only hands, 

ears, voices and hearts He has to work with. 

So we plan to expand the small group, who are currently thinking about these things, into a much larger group which 

will start to act on new ideas and initiatives which they are thinking about along with others who are on this Path of 

Renewal too. And, having travelled around to see what's going on in other places and having read widely during my pe-

riod of Study Leave, I can assure you that there are some really exciting things going on all over Scotland and beyond 

where Churches just like ours have grasped the nettle and decided to make a huge leap of faith. 

As I said at the beginning of this letter, I have worked for nearly 30 years in the Church of Scotland and I am desper-

ate to see the Holy Spirit take the Church and give it a huge shake to wake it out of its complacency, apathy and dream 

like state. I probably won't be around to see it all because these things take time and some of the congregations that I 

visited have taken 10-20 years to get to where they are, although some with radical leadership and new buildings have 

moved much quicker than that. Moncreiff therefore is facing an exciting future and next year will see us all looking 

both backwards and forwards to the amazing things God has done and will do. 

It has been nearly 175 years since our Church was formed and nearly 60 years since Moncreiff moved from the village 

to Calderwood. God's people here rose to the challenge in times gone by and now it's up to this generation of God's 

people to do something wonderful for God because He has done something even more wonderful for you in giving you 

Jesus to live, love and die for you and to rise again for you that you might be free to do His work in the world. Next 

year, 2018, might be one of the biggest opportunities that Moncreiff will ever have to say to the community around it: 

Are you ready for the challenge?    God can still use you!    

  Yours Aye, Neil Buchanan 

WE ARE HERE, AND IN JESUS NAME WE ARE INTERESTED IN YOU! JUST WATCH THIS SPACE TO SEE WHAT HAPPENS NEXT 

AND TO WHAT GOD CAN DO FOR YOU, IN THIS PLACE, THROUGH HIS LOVE. 
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Girls Brigade 

 Suzanne Bennie 

This year our theme has been 'Our Wonderful World' and the girls have been learn-

ing about The Creation as well as looking at the differences between how they live 

here in the UK to how children the same age live in other countries like Siberia,    

Africa and India for example. 

We recently had a craft night where we had 5 different crafts for Mothers' Day and Easter.  The girls 

worked in groups and had around 10 mins. to complete each craft including decorating a bag to take home 

what they had made. 

 

 We had around 24 girls who attended the Greater Glasgow Division Gathering at Springfield Cambridge 

Church in Bishopbriggs.  The girls enjoyed crafts, games, and being entertained by a magician before we 

joined together for worship and ended the afternoon with hotdogs.  Those who attended had a great 

time. 

 

 The Juniors recently took part in the Greater Glasgow Division Keep Fit Competition.  In the past few 

years the numbers attending competitions has dwindled so it was decided to try something completely 

different.  They decided on doing a 'virtual' competition, so instead of everyone going to one place and 

being judged by their performance that evening, companies who wanted to take part would perform the 

routine at their leisure on their own company night and a video would be taken by their own Officers and 

sent to the office.  Someone then watched all the videos and judged from that.  We were delighted to 

hear on Facebook this week that our girls had won their section competition.  All the weeks of hard work 

by both them and Robyn who taught them the routine had paid off. 

 

 Since Christmas we have welcomed two new helpers into the company and one has recently completed 

the first part of her training by completing online modules and is now looking forward to attending the 

Induction Day in a few months. 

 

 Louise recently attended a GB Duke of Edinburgh conference so that she had a better understanding of 

what's required and could confidently advise our 8 Brigaders as they start their Bronze award. 

 

 We are on holiday for 2 weeks when the schools are off and when we start back on the 18th of April, 

we will be in full rehearsals for our Annual Display on 16 May.  Prior to that, 17 Juniors and 4 Officers 

are off to Dalguise for our annual activity weekend when Louise will complete her Holiday Leadership 

Training. 

 

 A very happy Easter, from all in the GB. 

 

       Suzanne 
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An Easter Prayer 

    
Marion McInally 

 An Easter Prayer 

 
Dear Lord, our way of life is under threat. 

We know now, clearer than ever before, just what terrorism means  

and it’s stalking the streets of Europe. 

There’s the fear it leaves in it’s wake,  

the threat of sudden death in the middle of daily life – 

On the beach, at a Christmas market, a concert. 

And for some, just being at work makes them vulnerable. 

Airports and stations don’t feel as safe as before, nor do busy streets. 

Those who live by violence seem very close to us just now. 
 

Having seen on the news the effects of terrorism  

I am not surprised that the Ruling Powers were so afraid on that long-ago Passover  

When they thought you were a terrorist. 

Herod worried about his standing with his Roman overlords if he allowed violence to erupt. 

The Sanhedrin worried too about keeping the peace in the city,  

So they charged you with blasphemy, said you insulted God. 

Both of them decided you were just another trouble-maker  

With a political agenda, plotting against the government,  

Fomenting unrest and turning lives upside down. 

Neither could afford trouble at Passover when national feelings already ran high. 

Anything might happen so you had to be dealt with.  

Crucifixion!  

End of story!  

Another trouble-maker taken care of! 

That would solve the problem they thought. 
 

  

They only knew a broken world of Roman gods and tyranny;  

And the unnamed Jewish God who required duty to the Law. 

They couldn’t comprehend a kingdom not of this world. 

They didn’t know a God of Love, a sacrifice for all.  
 

  

Well we do, Lord. 

We believe in the coming of your kingdom. 

We work and pray for it and live in faith, and trust. 

Our trust is that God’s purpose will be fulfilled in spite of violence and danger, 

And that we will have the courage to withstand the fear of terrorism,  

And bear witness to our loving Lord. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

 

     Amen 
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Used Postage Stamps 

 
Douglas Lindsay  

 

For the foreseeable future the stamps which so many of you donate on a regular basis will be   

going to a new home – “Pyjama Fairies” instead of the Leprosy Mission. 

 

This change in no way whatsoever will affect those who give financial donations in the little phials 

supplied by Susan Whyte. 

Most of you will be able to google this new charity, but for the modern technology illiterate    

(like myself) a brief resume is given below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pyjama Fairies is one the few volunteer charities solely dedicated to helping kids feel more   

comfortable while in hospital. While other great organizations focus on research and finding a 

cure, we work to improve the quality of life of children and their families as they undergo        

surgeries and treatment. 

 

Pyjama Fairies was founded in May 2015 to bring comfort and support to young patients and their 

families in hospitals in the UK. We started with a simple goal: to create and distribute beautiful 

pyjamas and surgical gowns that give children an emotional boost and remind them that they are 

not defined by their illness. Our pyjamas are specially designed with front opening to make dress-

ing easier and to allow ease of access for the medical professionals. Our surgical gowns are made 

in beautiful, bright and fun fabrics so that we can relieve some of the fear that the children may 

have. 

 

Your help in this will be appreciated by many, but especially by the Hanna family as Sam continues 

to bravely face his regular hospitalisations. 

The goal for 2017 I set of 18,000 stamps: as I write this in early March we already have well over 

12,000.  The number with “the little jaggy edges” all trimmed is – happily – now almost nil – there 

must be clear paper on all four sides of each stamp. 

 

Thanks for stamps, albums, postcards, and encouragement –                              

you are wonderful. 

 

                                         W. Douglas Lindsay 
    

  



The Caring Group 
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Marion McInally  

For all our early risers, the Easter Morning breakfast will be on again 

this year. This has been one of the most enjoyable traditions in Mon-

creiff for many years. It follows a short act of informal worship in 

the church, then we join together to eat breakfast together as a 

church family.  

So if you haven’t been along before, Why not come along and join us? 

Sunday 16th April - 8:30 am 

 

The work of the group continues as it has done in the past. We are having a 

change of personnel and more details will be given in the next magazine. 

A small selection of Bereavement and Thinking of You cards is available for 

sale via the honesty box at our table in the main vestibule on a Sunday, or 

from the church office any morning except Monday. 

Easter Breakfast 

Pyjama Fairies 

 

Pyjama Fairies 
 

Did you know that there are fairies working in this world today? 

You won’t find them in the garden where the little children play, 

You won’t see them in the evening, or in dawn’s early light, 

But the fruits of their labour fill some children with delight. 
 

These busy fairies work so hard without a bit of pay 

Making pyjamas for sick children in hospital today. 

Pyjama tops that button up are what they need to wear 

And brightly coloured theatre gowns make life easier to bear. 
 

So now the stamps we bring to church as we worship on a Sunday 

Will go to help this charity whose workers sew each day. 

And if you want to check them out, and read some stories too, 

Just ‘Google’ them and be surprised at all the things they do. 

Marion McInally  



Moncrei f f  Messenger  Page 7 

Short Notes 

 

Dear F
riend

s, 

 

I would 
like t

o con
vey m

y sin
cere 

than
ks 

to M
r Buc

hana
n, M

r Lin
dsay

 and 
  

members 
of th

e con
grega

tion 
for a

ll 

their
 supp

ort, v
isits 

and c
ards 

sent 
to me 

durin
g my sta

y in 
hospi

tal a
nd at

 hom
e.  

 

       S
uch w

onde
rful s

uppo
rt. 

        
        

     Th
ank y

ou  

        
        

        
        

       C
hris M

unn. 
 

Dear All, 

Along li
fe’s way we all en

counte
r ups a

nd dow
ns, 

lovely 
smooth p

aths a
nd som

e that 
are ve

ry roc
ky 

and up
hill. 

On 12
th December 20

16 it w
as con

firmed tha
t I had

 

breast
 cance

r. Now that w
ee bit 

of new
s was ear

th 

shatte
ring a

nd life
 chang

ing.  H
owever to

day th
e 

sun is 
shinin

g, ther
e is blo

ssom on the
 trees 

and 

Spring
 is in t

he air.
  Tomorrow

 I star
t 15 ses

sions o
f 

radiot
herapy

 and th
at’s it 

- finish
ed, beh

ind me.   

I am very 
blessed

 to hav
e family, fri

ends a
nd 

Church
 family who hav

e acco
mpanied

 me throu
gh 

this di
fficult

 time and 
I would to

 thank
 you a

ll for 

the flo
wers, ca

rds an
d words of

 comfort an
d supp

ort 

I have
 receiv

ed. 

 

 God’s 
Blessin

gs to y
ou all.

   

 
 

 
Thank

 you  

  
 

 
 

Heather
 Davies 

We  would both like to thank you 

for all your cards and words of 

comfort, especially for the support 

and singing at Thea’s service.      

She is at peace now.  

  
 
 
Many Thanks, 

       
      John and Ainslie Christison 

 

Sam and I would like to thank the congregation for all the get well wishes we recently received and for supporting the ‘Pyjama Fairies’     A charity close to our hearts.      

 Gillian and Sam Hanna 



Page 8 Moncrei f f  Messenger  

Community and Congregation Survey  

 

Elaine Barrowman 

As part of the Moncreiff Development Fund project a survey was carried 

out to measure the support for the development of our church and the    

facilities and activities that are of most interest to the congregation and 

the local community. The research, which was funded by a grant from the 

Church of Scotland, was carried out by an independent market research 

consultancy - CJM Research. The research involved consultation with 13 

groups currently using the church, 250 surveys with a representative sample 

of the local community and surveys completed by over half the regular    

attendees of the congregation (94).  

 

Overall, the research suggests there is strong support for the development of the church’s facilities to 

provide more for the parish and the local community and that doing so, will strengthen the church’s rela-

tionship with the community and local groups.  

The survey results will provide valuable support to our future applications to grant funders.                  

They demonstrate both the need for our redevelopment and the potential for strengthening the role of 

Moncreiff in the local community.  

Current provision of facilities in the local area is considered poor. 
 
 Current provision of facilities in the area around the church is considered poor by the congregation 
and by older people in the community especially the availability of places such as community centres 
and cafes which allow people to meet, socialise and take part in activities. The available facilities for 
young people, families, retired and disabled people are also rated poorly.  

Key Messages :  

Strong support for the development of Moncreiff Parish Church. 
 

• Support for the development of the Moncreiff Parish Church facilities is very strong with        
94% support from the congregation                                                                                          
(higher than congregational support in other similar research CJM Research has completed).  

• 92% of groups using the church support its development  

• 62% support from the local community (excluding those with no opinion shows 99% support in 
the community).  

Indeed only 7 people in total (2% of those consulted) disagreed with the 

church’s development  with their concerns about the cost involved. Those    

consulted also believe that developing the church would also make it a more 

important part of the community.  
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Community and Congregation Survey  

 

 

Building should be more accessible, flexible space, better storage, have better 
parking an outdoor garden and be environmentally friendly. 
 

The kind of facilities, that the church should provide in a new building include : 

A community café, kitchen facilities and multi-purpose flexible-use halls and meeting rooms.       
The most important considerations for the development of the church include brightening and 
modernising the building, providing better access at the entrance, having facilities all on one level, 
offering more flexible hall space and improved storage facilities, better parking facilities and an 
outdoor garden/play area. The building should also be as environmentally friendly as possible.  

Potential interest in using facilities and doing activities at church but whilst peo-
ple are aware of church, knowledge of its available facilities and activities is low. 
 
 
 The results suggest that there is also a great deal of potential interest in taking part in activities, 
which could be offered at the church. The most popular being a community café, fitness classes, 
meeting space, lunch clubs and informal learning.  

However, whilst awareness of the church is high -  knowledge of its facilities and their availability 
is much lower, suggesting that more marketing of them is required.                                              
This marketing will involve word of mouth, social media, online marketing and leaflets in the         
immediate area surrounding the church. 

We’re  

Here !! 

CalderwoodCalderwoodCalderwoodCalderwood    
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The Perfect Church 

 
John Lamont  

The Perfect Church 

 

If you should find the perfect church 

Without one fault or smear, 

For goodness sake don’t join that church 

You’d spoil the atmosphere. 

 

 If you should find the perfect church 

Where all anxieties cease, 

Then pass it by, lest joining it 

You spoil the masterpiece. 

 

 If you should find the perfect church 

Then don’t you ever dare 

To tread upon such holy ground 

You’d be a misfit there. 

 

 But since no perfect church exists, 

Made of perfect men, 

Let’s cease on looking for that church, 

And love the church we’re in. 

 

 Of course it’s not the perfect church, 

That’s simple to discern. 

But you and I and all of us 

Could cause the tide to turn. 

 

 What fools we are to flee the past 

In that unfruitful search 

To find, at last, where problems loom 

God proudly builds his church. 
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Christmas Fayre - Saturday 18th November 2017 

 Bill McDougall 

In progressing our Fund Raising Events to support the Church Finances and the Moncreiff              

Development Fund, two meetings of representatives from all organisations have taken place on     

22nd February and 29th March 2017. 

 

As a result it has been decided to have a Christmas Fayre within the Church on  

SATURDAY 18th NOVEMBER 2017. 

 

Each Organisation attached to the Church has enthusiastically committed their respective teams in 

the support of the Event. Each Organisation both youth and adult have taken on board the          

preparation, planning and running of a particular event from Christmas Decorations/Cake Decora-

tion/Jewellery/Holiday Gifts/Crafts/Lucky Dip/Groceries/Dried Goods/Toiletry/Christmas Board 

Game/Christmas Hampers/Santa's Grotto/Bottle Stall/Nail Painting/Home Baking/Table Top 

Games/BBQ Burgers/Tearoom. 

 

From April 2017 we are asking the Congregation to donate and assist this Fund Raising Venture,   

eg:- Each Month - starting from April - we will have boxes available in the Vestibule for donations  

 

viz:-APRIL 2017        PLEASE DONATE TINNED GOODS 

 

Each Month thereafter we will intimate what items to donate and the Fund Raising Ladies will store 

for use at the Fayre. 

 

One of the Stalls will be 'Holiday Gifts' and the Guild will be responsible for collecting any gifts you 

care to donate from your Annual Holiday.                                                            

Anne McIntyre (Tel 239966) will gladly accept your gifts throughout the Summer period. 

 

We have a very enthusiastic committee and I would ask the support of the Congregation in progress-

ing this initiative. During the incoming months we will also request donations of : 

 

• Small items (Worth £2) for the Lucky Dip 

• Small Selection Boxes for Santa's Grotto from the £1 shop                                           

(Wrapped for Santa would be a help for this gift): 

• Groceries/Bottles and Toiletry. 

 

The Christmas Fayre is a major undertaking and with your continued help and support this can be a 

very beneficial day both financially and in expressing the work of our Church within the Community of 

Calderwood  
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Highlights from the 2016 financial year 

 
Elaine Barrowman 

2016 Accounts  

 
The Church’s accounts for the year ended 31 December 2016 have now been audited 

and are currently with the Presbytery of Hamilton awaiting attestation.  

Looking back the financial results for 2016 were good :  

  

•    We thought we would make a surplus of £3,000.   

 Well, we actually did better than that and made a surplus of £6,300  

 

•  When this is added to our reserve balances, we finished the year with total funds of £95,000.                                          

 This is £30,000 more than we had this time last year which has come mostly from the donations to the 

 Moncreiff Development Fund.   

 

•  The total money held by the church is allocated across a number of funds including the Jack Allan Legacy, 

 the Repairs and Renewals fund, with the largest balance of nearly £38,000 being on the General Fund. This 

 is money put aside to pay for any unforeseen future costs or contingencies and I’m pleased to say that in 

 line with good accounting practise we are exceeding our aim of holding enough money to pay for at least 

 three months running costs.  

Looking forward as well as maintaining our balances, our focus will be on building up our funds for our redevelop-

ment project.  We think we’ll make a small surplus in 2017 of just under £3,000. This is despite financial pressures 

from higher maintenance costs for the Church and the Manse and payments for Ministries Mission, which at 

£74,000 is the 11th  highest contribution out of the 74 churches in the Hamilton Presbytery. Although this is 

hefty cost for us every year, it’s also a positive sign that Moncreiff has one of the highest levels of income com-

pared to other churches.  

 

One of the first jobs I was given when I took up the role of Treasurer was to clear out a huge box of very old pa-

perwork from the Church’s loft.  Among the piles of old cheque stubs, receipts and returned cheques I found a 

copy of Moncreiff’s accounts dating back to 1958 when the Minister was Rev Andrew R Morton and the Session 

Clerk was a Mr. John Callaghan. Nearly 60 years ago our total income for the year was £2,453 and unfortunately 

the Church made a loss of £8, 1 shilling and 9pence !. So I think it’s fair to say that Church finances have always 

been under pressure. 

Moncreiff Development Project  

 
This time last year when I presented my report at the AGM on the 2015 accounts, we had £2,500 put aside in the 

Moncreiff Development Fund. I’m delighted to say that the current balance has increased to around £50,000, 

which is a huge amount of money to raise in just over a year !. This I think you’ll agree is a clear sign of the level of 

commitment that exists to our development project and is a really positive start.  

 

Progress on taking forward our redevelopment continues and has included:  

 

• The regular receipt of income from financial pledges and donations  

 

•  We now have the results of the Community Survey which will provide valuable support to our future      

 applications to grant funders.  The results show  there is strong support for the development of the 

 church’s facilities to provide more for the parish and the local community and that doing so, will 

 strengthen the church’s relationship with the community and local groups. 
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.                                          

I want to thank everyone, on behalf of the Moncreiff Development Group for their pledges and donations as well as 

their continued commitment to our project.  Although 5 years may seem a long way off and we’re all too aware how 

challenging it’ll be to build up our funds, we should be encouraged that others in the same position as us have suc-

cessfully achieved their goals. 

 

Bill McDougall sent me a copy of a recent article from Life and Work about a church in Aberdeen , which over a 

period of 8 years  raised nearly £1 million through a variety of fund raising events. Like us, their aim was to up-

grade their buildings to create a more welcoming and flexible space which was fit for purpose and provided what 

they referred to as a “ hub of care and support for the congregation and the wider community”.  Examples like this 

are really encouraging and show us what can be done with hard work, determination and faith. 
 

Our positive financial results for 2016 and the great start to our development project are very much due to the 

continued generosity of the members of the congregation, the church organisations and the commitment of the 

fund raisers, who all make a significant contribution to the church’s finances and have given us a sound base from 

which to move into 2017.  

         Elaine Barrowman  

          Church Treasurer  

• A fund raising group for our development has been established and meets under the Chair of Fiona Lamont.        

A number of fund raising events are being planned, including a Christmas Fayre in November.  Some mem-

bers of the Moncreiff Development Group attended a grant funders roadshow at South Lanarkshire College 

and met with the local manager from the Big Lottery Fund, who gave us valuable advice on how best to apply 

for grants 

Church Gardens - Grass Cutter Wanted.!! 

 Bill McDougall 

 

 

Following the death of David Mackie we require a volunteer to cut the 

Grass at the Church with the new Petrol Mower purchased last year.  

The Gardens are in the capable hands of Ian Martin who tends the beds 

and Bill McDougall the Hedge cutter - but it would be beneficial to have a 

Grass Cutter.  

No references are required and if you can assist please contact           

Ian or Bill. During the summer you require a degree of flexibility because 

of weather but if you can assist with this task it would be very much   

appreciated.  

Congratulations to our annual Moncreiff Quiz night winners 

the ‘Baby Boomers’ who retained the trophy for yet another 

year. Teams representing many churches from the local area 

took part in a fantastic night of fun and fellowship. Thanks 

once again to Bill McDougall for hosting the evening and to 

Douglas Lindsay for all his hard work in making up the very 

difficult questions. 

Winners Again  !! 
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So, to coincide with ‘The Big Garden Watch’, the girls took note of the wildlife they could see in their own gardens.  

We thoroughly enjoyed an evening of chatting and comparing information, and the Guiders were delighted to learn 

from the girls about aspects of wildlife we didn’t know.  The vast knowledge the Brownies already have on this sub-

ject came very useful in the Wildlife Quiz Night! 

 

As ever during this term, we celebrated Thinking Day on the 22nd February.  We were delighted to hear from the 

girls that their respective schools had permitted them to wear their Brownie uniforms on this day, which several did 

with pride.  At our Pack night, we celebrated with games, songs and food from the countries we had been learning 

about in the weeks leading to Thinking Day: Australia, Germany, Italy, and Iceland.   

While thinking of others in other countries, the Brownies also thought about girls in our own country and decided to 

invite the church’s Rainbow unit to an evening of games, songs and handcrafts.  This date has yet to happen but the 

Brownies are excitedly planning the programme. 

 

Guiding takes challenges in its stride and is part of the ethos we pass on to our girls.  With this in mind the Brownies 

also chose to attempt the Wonderland Challenge.  This entails a variety of activities that have ideas taken from the 

Alice in Wonderland book.  The activities include the girls being creative, learning about time, being sociable and 

happy.  So, obviously, our end of term party shall have the theme of the Mad Hatters Tea Party. 

 

The 6th East Kilbride Brownies will be delighted to welcome girls between 7 and 10 years of age to join them in con-

tinued challenges, games, songs and activities now and in the future.  If you require any further information come 

along on a Wednesday, 6 – 7:30pm and speak to one of the Guiders who will be pleased to give you further informa-

tion. 

East Kilbride Brownie Pack  

 
Fiona  Paterson 

Our girls started back this year with excitement, and eager to take on 

new challenges.  The Brownies decided they wished to try to gain the 

Wildlife Explorer badge for this term’s interest badge.         

 

4th East Kilbride Anchor Boys 

 
Eleanor Hamilton 

The 4th EK Anchor Boys have been having great fun this session. We have had a movie 

night where we made and are yummy popcorn, made some lovely mother's day and Easter 

crafts and lots of yummy pancakes for pancake day. We did have a sports and fruit night 

too! We are also practicing hard for the display. We have entered our Easter colouring 

sheets for the Brigade colouring competition,  fingers crossed. 
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Nearly 20 years ago, a new, young male teacher started to teach the primary 7 class in the school where I was Chap-

lain. He was an instant success and had a great way with the children who all grew to love him. The thing that clinched 

his fame in the school as a whole was that he was a great dancer! At the school disco I remember him strutting his 

strutting his stuff to the Steps hit Tragedy and whenever I hear it still, I remember him and the personal tragedy 

which befell him all these years ago. It came back to me the other day when I heard that Steps had reformed and are 

now on tour. Our teacher friend went away on holiday and never returned. He was mugged while he was on holiday in 

America and died from the injuries he sustained in the attack. The kids in his class at school were devastated, as 

were all his fellow teachers, the whole school community and the parents of the children. Real life tragedies like that 

happen all the time. We hear about them on the news and sometimes they affect us personally because we know of 

people who are involved and are touched by sadness and loss. 

Part of what it is to be human is to feel such loss. It never leaves us and comes back to our minds when we recall 

events which happened so long ago. A song, a certain fragrance, a beautiful beach, a glimpse of a face in a crowd , 

these things and so many more remind us of the people who have passed through our lives and who have helped to 

form us into the people we now have become. At this time of year we remember the tragedy which struck a small band 

of people who closely followed a beloved Rabbi who healed the sick, welcomed the outcast and delivered many a sinner 

back to the side of God. His name was Jesus of Nazareth, and his name would have been lost in the mists of time had 

not something wonderful happened. Tortured and crucified by the Romans, his enemies thought that they had heard 

the last of him when he died that cruel death upon the cross. God had other plans however and brought Jesus back 

from death to show the world that death will never have the last say, that love will finally conquer hatred and that 

light will always overcome darkness. In the midst of all the tragedies of life we thus have something to hope for, 

something to live for and something to work for. Because Christ loved and gave his life for us all we can remember 

those whom we have loved and lost and believe that we shall see them again. This is our Easter hope. This is our 

Easter faith. This is our Easter gospel. And so may I wish you all the joy that Easter brings through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the tomb. 

     May you all have a blessed Easter, Yours in Christ, 

         Neil Buchanan  

Moncreiff Burns Supper 

Bill McDougall 

At the Moncreiff Burns Supper Extravaganza on 28 January we had a fantastic night in celebration of the life and 

times of our National Bard. All our artists were members of the Church with contributions from Piper John     

McAlpine : Neil Buchanan : Archie Yardley and the Caledonians : Arthur Long : Esther Kay : Fiona Docherty : Ian 

Bremner : Malcolm McIntyre : Brenda McCrae ; Marjorie Tiffin and Liz Craig. 

I found a great poem from a Police Colleague in the North East of Scotland and it was read at the supper by Liz 

Craig. Liz did a fantastic job of the poem in the Aberdeen Dialect and even visited friends in Aberdeen to perfect 

her excellent rendition. The Poem was entitled 'RETURN TICKET' 

 Three Aiberdonians for a spree 

Arrived in London Toon 

Their names were Peter Parlane, 

Jimmy Reid an' Davie Broon. 

Alas! their wild diversion 

Turned tae tragedy instead 

For Peter Parlane passed awa' 

At nicht while in his bed. 

 Said Jimmy as the pair surveyed 

The pal that once had been 

We'll need tae get him oot o' here 

An' back tae Aiberdeen 

Tae meet the heavy cost o' this 

I question if we can 

They pit their heids the gither 

An' they hit upon a plan 

 They dressed puir Peter in his claes 

They pit his hat on too. 

An 'tween them got him doon the stairs, 

Pretendin' he wis fou. 

An' on the train they propped him up 

Wi yin on either side 

To keep him in poseeshun 

So that doon he widnae slide 

 ''Your friends not well'' a stranger said 

When Peter caught his eye 

''He often tak's they funny turns'' 

Wis Davie's quick reply 

''But has he not expired my friend?'' 

The stranger then enquired. 

''Oh, aye, he's deid'' said Jimmy Reid 

But his ticket's nae expired!! 



Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”    

    Mr David Mackie, Geddes Hill 

 Mr Bill Anderson, Gordon Drive .  

 Rev. Margaret Thomson, Whitehills Care Home .  

 Mrs Dorothea Christison, McKillop Gardens .  

 Mrs A. Miller, Threshold 

 Mrs Lilias Mather, Kent. 

 Mrs Ellen Robinson, Stobo.  

 Mrs Janette McKay, Lornebank Nursing Home. 

 Mr Andy Gordon, Lindsay Road.  
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Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email:     theoffice@moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk 

Find Us On The Web 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web site in 
an expanded form, with more photographs, more graphics 
and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far where to 
find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not in-
clude a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :    www.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/moncreiff----messengermessengermessengermessenger 

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Session Clerk: Bill McDougall 

Session Clerk: Brenda McCrae 

Treasurer: Elaine Barrowman 
 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Fiona Lamont 

FWO Convenor: Margaret Jenkins 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Morag Hanna 

Church Officer: George Greig 

 

  

2nd Saturday of Every Month 

(10am—12 Noon) 

Tables £5 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966) 

Liz Craig (221412) 

BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    

 Ivy Marion Kane, Stobo 

 Lewis Steven Anderson, Glen Devon 

      Greg David Anderson, Glen Devon 


