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Neil Buchanan 

Dear friends, 

 

 As we enter a new session of activities in our 

church, let us take a moment to reflect on what is 

happening in our world. What would it take for us to 

uproot our family, leave all or possessions behind and 

embark upon a journey which is dangerous and might 

even cost us our lives? Whatever our thoughts upon 

how many refugees and asylum seekers our country 

can afford to receive and assist, it would be a hard 

hearted person who did not feel compassion for 

those who are caught up in the terrors of warfare 

and who live in fear for their lives and the lives of 

their families and friends on a daily basis. We know 

what Jesus would tell us to do in response to those who are strangers in our midst and who have 

come from regions where there is trouble. He would tell us that we should welcome them and 

offer them as much support as we can muster until peace comes to their homelands and they 

feel free and able to return to places which are now ravaged by warfare and strife. Our Sav-

iour was once a refugee Himself and in His life of Ministry and Mission, upon the road with his 

disciples for three years we remember that "the Son of Man had nowhere to lay His head" ( 

Mt Ch 8 v 20 ) 

 

His teaching was always that any followers of His should be distinctive in their lifestyle and 

attitude and that we should, in every generation of our life of faith   "love our neighbours as 

much as we love ourselves" ( Mt Ch22 v39)  Our reading of the Parable of the Good Samaritan 

is surely vivid enough a reminder to us of that responsibility! In our conversations and com-

ments upon the present crisis therefore let us remember whose we are and whom we serve. 

Seeing Jesus in those who come to our shores in desperate need is not so difficult, 

He worked and witnessed to the love of God in some of those same lands where now there are 

so many difficulties. Indeed we remember that in Jesus own time there were troubles too. The 

cross he bore constantly reminds us of mans inhumanity to man and how wickedness sought to 

conquer and defy Gods ways of love, but this could never be! Love rose triumphant over death 

and the grave to show us that " nothing can ever separate us from His love" ( Rom Ch8 v 38 ).  

As we continue to travel the road that God has set before us therefore, reminded of the 

freedom and privileges we enjoy as His servants in this place, let us never forget our responsi-

bility to our fellow human beings who have suffered and are suffering still. We are to pray for 

peace, work for peace and live for peace until Christ shall call us home. We are to treat other 

people as we would like to be treated ourselves and so fulfil the law of Christ who calls on us to 

follow Him, take up our own cross and serve the world in love as His friends and followers. 

 

May God Bless You as you seek to live as friends of Jesus in this place and time, 

   Yours Aye, 

    Neil Buchanan. 
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Elaine Barrowman  

You may recall that we launched our financial appeal back in June with the aim of raising extra funds to 

help support the everyday running costs of our Church.   

Our target was to have increased our income by the end of 2015 by £17,000.   

This would give us a sound financial base from which to move into 2016 and to start planning ahead for the 

Jubilee new build project.  

 

I’d like to give you a quick update on what the appeal has raised so far:  

• Donations have been received  totalling £5,600 

• A limited number of the Congregation have either increased their monthly standing orders or 

started new standing orders 

• An additional £550 has been reclaimed on gift aid ( with more still to come )  

 

Taking all of this into account, it’s estimated that this will generate additional income of around £ 10,000 

by the end of the year.   

 

On behalf of the Coordinating Group I’d like to thank you for your generosity and kind support. 

Although we’ve not quite reached our target, I hope you agree that progress so far has been encouraging 

and we would urge those who have not yet made a contribution to the Appeal to further consider their fi-

nancial commitment.  

 

Please remember that any donation or increased offering, no matter how 

small, will help to support the future of Moncreiff.  

Just think, if everyone who came to Church on a Sunday gave an  

extra £1 a week, we’d be better off by over £9,000 a year !  

 

   Thanks again for your continued support  

     Elaine Barrowman, (Treasurer) 

 

On behalf of the Coordinating Group (Rev Neil Buchannan, Bill McDougall, Brenda McCrae, Andy Gray and Ian Bremner)  

The Men’s Association will resume on Monday 5th October. This could well be its last year as the average 

age of the remaining five members increases each year. However they have been very loyal in the last few 

years and all wish to continue attending the club as long as they are able to do so. 

In the longer term what is needed is a substantial number of new members to bring new life and new ideas 

to the club. If this does not come about we can only conclude that there is no longer any demand for the 

club and it should therefore be allowed to expire in due course. 

Moncreiff Men’s Association    

 
Tom McLeish 
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Yorkhill Children’s Charity    

 
Morag Hanna 

 

Allison, Ava, Sid and I did the Yorkhill Children's charity 10k 

on 5th September and thanks to the generosity of our 

friends and family we have raised £500 for Yorkhill.  

It's nice to be able to give something back to this very 

worthwhile charity We want to thank all who sponsored us 

and donated money.  

                            Thank you again.   

                                             Morag Hanna 

The Guild 

 Anne McIntyre 

The Guild Session starts on Tuesday 6th October at 7.30pm.  

We are always looking for new members, so if you would like to meet others with similar interests and think 

that you might enjoy the many topics that our speakers come to inform us about, then please come along to 

our meetings. You can be sure of a warm welcome and we will value your contribution to our wonderful     

organisation.  

As you will see from our new poster, the Guild is about much more than tea and knitting.  

Hoping to see you soon... (Men are welcome too!).  
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Highlights from The Church of Scotland General Assembly 2015  

 
Brenda McCrae 

The theme of this years Assembly was Living Stones from 1 Peter 2: 4-5 

 

Assembly began on Saturday 16th.May and ran through till Friday 

22nd.May. 

The Assembly, which is the highest court of the C of S is of necessity 

predominately a business meeting dealing with all aspects of the various 

arms of the Church ranging from Ecumenical Relations ,Safeguarding 

,World Mission and Housing and Loan Fund to name but a few. However , 

before the start of business ,each day began with Worship. To hear the 

combined voices of 400 commissioners raised in praise was a truly uplift-

ing experience. 

 

On Saturday evening the retiring moderator the Very Rev. John P. Chalmers gave a report on his moderatorial year. 

This was a very full and moving report on his and his wife's experiences both at home and overseas. His travels of-

fered opportunities to extend appreciation for work done in the name of the church and provided valuable links 

between other institutions and countries. 

 

Sunday saw the return of Heart and Soul in Princes Street Gardens. A great gathering of many C of S projects 

enabling them to showcase their organisations. There was something for all , live music, children's entertainment 

a workshop and performance from Fischy music and of course food and drinks. For me the highlight of the after-

noon ,live on stage ,The Shoes Brothers otherwise known as Rev. Neil and Father Willie from Greenock. They work 

together against anti sectarianism and have produced material filmed in Greenock Prison .The Shoeshank Redemp-

tion a short film amongst other learning material for use in schools. A very entertaining yet thought provoking ex-

perience. 

 

Monday began with communion and despite it being such a large gathering the service managed to convey a true 

sense of communion with one and all. Many of you will have seen on the media the hearing dog accompanying the min-

ister who was hearing impaired. When everyone was exchanging the sign of peace, the dog extended his paw to his 

Mistress also in the sign of peace. 

Thereafter began the varied reports on the wider work of the Church. We, in our own small corner, can be at times 

so caught up with our own work and problems that we don't always appreciate that as members of C of S we are 

involved in and contribute to enable the work of the wider Church to continue. 

 

The Church does not hold back from being involved in many controversial issues e.g. fracking, assisted suicide, nu-

clear weapons. We are able through the work of the World Mission Council to support Christians in the world who 

face discrimination and have to endure much suffering because of their faith. A young Nepalese minister spoke of 

his experience of the earthquake and the devastation in the country and of his gratitude for aid received. 

We heard from Cross Reach the social care arm of the Church of many of the projects in which they are involved 

caring for and empowering many of the marginalised in our society. 

Representing the armed forces a retiring officer spoke with great feeling of his experiences as a F.T. soldier and 

of the important and valuable role of the forces chaplains, not only in the front line but also in lending support and 

a listening ear wherever and whenever required. 

Ecumenical Relations , Panel on Review and Reform ,Safeguarding Committee, the Guild and their 3 yr. strategy Be 

Bold Be Strong were among many more reports made. 

Some of the sessions are of necessity filled with statistics and can be very monotonous ( to me ). However we have 

to remind ourselves that the monotonous and the humdrum enable other work to take place. 

 

It was a very busy , intensive week and at the end of each day ,thanks to the hospitality of Neil and Marion I was 

able to return to Port Seton and reflect on the days reports. 

 

Once again I felt privileged to be a part of the C of S and that in spite of falling rolls to realise that the Church is 

alive and well and continuing to share the Good News of Jesus Christ . 
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Cross Reach 

         
Malcolm McIntyre    

Over the past two years I have become involved with an organization called CrossReach, My role is with the ‘Friends 

Group’ at Well Hall care home in Hamilton. 

Well Hall is a purpose built home and has 36 bedrooms, all have en-suite toilet/shower rooms, and residents are encour-

aged to furnish their bedrooms with personal belongings if they so wish. 

Two of the bedrooms are double rooms enabling couples to stay together if they wish. There are two main lounges and 

four quiet rooms, one of each at the end of each corridor as well as other communal areas, a large activities lounge and 

two spacious dining rooms where residents can relax and enjoy a varied and interesting range of home-cooked food of 

their choice with special diets catered for. 

Service users and their families and friends are actively involved in the development of Well Hall through our carer 

involvement group. 

Recently I attended a conference and really had my eyes opened into all that goes on under the name CrossReach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What We Do; 

CrossReach was launched in June 2005 and was previously known as the Church of Scotland Board of Social Responsibil-

ity. Under our new name, CrossReach continues the Church of Scotland's long tradition of providing care and support. 

In fact, this work started back in 1869, so we have a long history in the field of social care. 

We employ more than 2,000 staff and we support some of the most vulnerable people in Scotland. CrossReach has an 

annual expenditure of £51 million. Most of our funding comes from local authorities, but we also rely on donations and 

legacies to help continue our vital work. (See our Fundraising pages for more information). 

CrossReach (the Church of Scotland Social Care Council) reports each year to the General Assembly and has the fol-

lowing remit: 

 

•   To offer services in Christ's name to people in need as part of the Church's mission 

•   To provide specialist resources to further the caring work of the Church 

•   To identify existing and emerging areas of need, to guide the Church in pioneering new approaches to relevant    

 problems and to make responses on issues arising within the areas of the Council's concern through appropri

 ate channels such as the Church & Society Council, the Scottish Executive and the like 

 

In Edinburgh there is the Sunflower Garden which offers support to children affected by drug and alcohol misuse and 

their families. Through counselling, art therapy therapeutic play, groups and befriending they help children and young 

people to fulfil their potential and thrive. 

 

The Tom Allan Centre in Glasgow provides counselling services on a wide range of issues such as perinatal depression 

which can affect all the family during pregnancy and once the baby is born. The also offer counselling for anxiety, de-

pression, abuse, relationship difficulties and bereavement. 

 

 There are many other parts of CrossReach throughout Scotland that help young people into employment and help fami-

lies through difficult times.  

A lot of the work is carried out by volunteers and if you feel you could either recommend the service to someone or 

would like to become a volunteer you can get in touch via the website    http://www.crossreach.org.uk/ or contact me 



Moncrei f f  Messenger  Page 7 

Short Notes 

 

Dear Friends, 

 
I just wanted to say a great big thank you 

to everyone who has visited, sent cards and 

well wishes to me while I have been in 

Hairmyres and Stonehouse hospitals, and 

while recuperating in McKillop gardens. It 

has been very much appreciated by myself 

and my family. 

In particular I would like to say a special 

thanks to rev. Neil Buchanan for his pas-

toral visits and to Margaret McMillan for 

bringing my good friends Margaret 

Chalmers and Gwyneth Baxter and also 

my daughter Allison to visit me when she 

had no transport.  

I hope to be well enough to join you all as 

soon as I am able, back in Moncreiff on a 

Sunday morning, in the near future. 

In Fellowship , 

 
 

Elizabeth Cunningham 

 

Thank you for the beautiful 
flowers and words of support 
received following the death of 
our dear Uncle Robert.   

 
Fiona & John Lamont 

For over 30 years The Third World Group has been collecting empty bottles as a 

source of funds.  Bill Graham with Willie Pearston, Ian Hamilton and myself have 

taken the crates full of these bottles all over the Glasgow area to exchange for 

cash.  Parkhead, Burnbank, Blantyre, Hamilton, Craigneuk and Paisley Road West 

are just some of the places we have travelled to.  It has been an exotic journey!  

 

However, none of it would have been possible without the help of members of our 

church and their families.  Thank you so much.  We reckon that hundreds of 

pounds has been sent to Third World Countries in this way. I am continuing to col-

lect bottles until the last Saturday in November after which I will make my last 

journey to Paisley Road West. 

 

 Thank you again for all your support. 

      Liz Craig 

Barrs Irn Bru Bottles 

 
Liz Craig 
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2nd Saturday of Every Month 
(10am—12 Noon) 

Tables £5 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966)/Liz Craig (221412) 

Moncreiff Table Top Sales are held on the second Saturday of each month.  

Although we usually have about a dozen stallholders, the number of shoppers has been disappointing.    

The majority of items on sale are new items, many handcrafted and of a high standard.                          

Our tearoom is also open.  

You can book a table to raise funds for your favourite charity or for your organisation.                            

To book a table please contact Anne 239966 or Liz 221412.  

Fund Raising Group -  Dates For Your Diary 

 

SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER 2015 - STUDIO 32 THEATRE COMPANY FROM EAST KILBRIDE  

A concert in Moncreiff featuring songs from the Shows and excerpts from the ‘Steamie’.                                          

The reviews of their recent show ‘OLIVER’ at the Village Theatre make this a must see concert.                              

Tickets are available at £5.0 each from the Fund Raising Group or from the Church Secretary in 

the Office. 

 

WEDNESDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2015 – FASHION SHOW AT MONCREIFF WITH GLORIA FASHIONS.  

Tickets are available at £3 per person form Fund Raising Group or from the Church Secretary. 

 

SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER 2015 – ANNUAL VISIT OF PHOENIX CHOIR TO MONCREIFF.  

Christmas starts on Saturday 12 December with the visit of the Phoenix Choir to our Church.                                   

This is a memorable evening in our Church Calendar and your support of this fund raising concert would be appreciated. 

Tickets £5 form Fund Raising Group or from the Church Office. 

 

SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER 2015 – SOUP AND SANDWICHES in the John Callaghan Hall 

SUNDAY 13 DECEMBER 2015 – CHRISTMAS SOUP AND PUDDING in the John Callaghan Hall 
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Introducing... 

Kevin de Beer 

offered further possibilities for reflection and my heart 

and mind turned to Scotland. 

 

 Why Scotland? The question is a legitimate one and the 

answer unfolds on a variety of levels. 

 

My life is African, having been born and raised within 

100 kilometers of the so-called “Cradle of Humankind.”  

Africa is widely acknowledged as a place of origin with 

Stephen Oppenheimer, alongside other respected scien-

tists, arguing that mitochondrial DNA clinches the argu-

ment. It might well be said of Africa that the biological 

vision of creation is in keeping with the remarkable open-

ing chapter of Scripture: “Now the earth was formless 

and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, 

and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” 

(Genesis 1:2). God is able to bring something new, life-

giving and creative from the depths, and Africa is just 

such a place. Raw and energetic, Africa breathes life and 

South Africa, in its own right, has proved a place of both 

passion and possibility.  

I have served my country of birth with distinction and 

commitment, and I am not running away from the place 

Greetings. I am writing an article to thank you for the 

sheer privilege of being amongst you as a minister in the 

process of transferring to the Church of Scotland. The 

hospitality of Rev Neil Buchannan and the Moncreiff 

Parish Church has truly offered our young family a home. 

Thank you. 

 

 I am Kevin de Beer, a minister who has served the 

Methodist Church of Southern Africa for 25 years. I 

wrote a book, published in 2014, that celebrated these 

25 years and what they have taught me regarding life 

and ministry. The second chapter of this book describes 

the beginning of my call to ministry, which I expressed 

in prayer as follows:  

 

Fire, Fire, Fire! A heart ablaze! An amazing privilege! 
Living God, I thank You for that of which Blaise Pascal 
could write that my conversion was an encounter ablaze 
with the One who is alive; an encounter with the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Yes, the God who is the Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ is still alive and speaking 
even to me. 

 

 Hear then my confession living Lord. I have lived life 
fairly well and yet in a stupor: In so many ways a heart 
intermittent – cold at times and yet occasionally warm. 
Yet now ablaze! Wonderful moments, the possibilities of 
conversion, of new ways of seeing! 

 

 Now all of life was new and the entirety of life was con-
sumed by possibilities presenting themselves: 

Renewed purpose 

Poetry 

Poised for a new way of understanding all things! 

Suddenly all of life offered invitations 

Grace 

Forgiveness 

Community 

 

 All decisions would have to be revisited. Yes, and they 
would be… 

 

Such was a prayer that hinted as to how a life could be 

changed by the notions of conversion, covenant and call.  

I have lived my adult years within such a framework and 

the season of Advent and Christmas of the year 2014 

of my birth, nor is my call motivated by fear. The simple 

truth of the matter is that my heart is Scottish and 

there is probably no paragraph that better explains it 

than Catherine Carswell’s imaginative tribute to one of 

Scotland’s favourite, yet controversial, sons – Robert 

Burns. 

 

She writes the following of the Scottish people: “The 

Scottish were saved by a certain quality of heart – a 

very warm sort of humour – and by their rude but genu-

ine piety. Sturdy in mind and heart they retained a kind-

liness that famine itself could not quench…The Scots 

were a humane folk…” 

(The life of Robert Burns, by Catherine Carswell 

1930:5).  

 

The book, from which I have quoted, was a Christmas 

gift from when I visited Scotland in 1994. Twenty years 

on from that Christmas it proved time to pay attention 

to my heart. 

My wife is of Scottish descent and her heart longed for 

home. She had a dream as early as 1999 that we were 

going to Scotland. In keeping with the sacred nature of 

dream work she recorded it carefully, but kept it within 

her own heart, knowing that our call as couple and as 
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Third World Group 

  Margaret McMillan  

 

         Life goes on, however, and the demands made on the group are constant. 

         In the past year we have contributed to the following charities:RBreadline    

Africa, Smile Train, UNICEF, World Vision, MAP, Medical Mission International, Habitat for Humanity and Water 

Aid. All of these do valuable work in providing medical care, food, water and emergency aid to those who, through no 

fault of their own, require such assistance. 

We couldn't help them, of course, were it not for your kind donations of pennies and pounds to our table at the 

church entrance. Thank you all very much indeed! 

If you are interested in joining the group, you will be welcomed with open arms! Speak to one of our members or just 

come along! We meet at 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of every second month in the Park Room for an hour or less. 

Our first meeting was on Tuesday 15th. September and the next one is on Tuesday 17th. November. 

Thank you again for your support! 

Rae Canavan, Elizabeth. Craig, Marjory Lindsay, Marion McGibbon, Margaret McMillan, Margaret Prentice and 

Shona Smith. 

Introducing…(Cont.) 

Kevin de Beer 

family was to serve the unfolding South African dream. We have served that dream to its logical conclusion for us as 

family. 

It was when a South African colleague spoke of Scotland that our hearts stirred once more.  

We made all the necessary excuses: 

 

1) We could not take such a risk. 

2) My reputation in ministry was solid in South Africa and yet still to be tested in Scotland. 

3) Our children might not cope with the challenges of relocating to a new country. 

 

 We have, however, found that each excuse has been met by a resounding Yes from God’s Spirit. A conviction is being 

formed in our hearts and lives that Scotland is the place for us to be. I am confident of the God who works within and 

of the continuing conversation rooted in my initial call which is found in Matthew 6:33-34 “But seek first his kingdom 

and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for to-

morrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 

Yes, and so we find ourselves in Scotland and God continues to confirm the call. We have been welcomed by the Scot-

tish people in a way that has surpassed our expectations. We are truly privileged to be here and thank all at Moncreiff 

for the wonderful way in which we have been received.  

I look forward to serving alongside Rev Neil Buchanan and the leadership at Moncreiff as together we worship God. 

 Yours in Christ’s service  

Kevin de Beer (with Cheryl, Michael and Sarah). 

Yes, we're still going strong in spite of reduced numbers. 

 

First of all we'd like to pay tribute to Barbara Graham, our founder member, 

who kept the group working over many years, but who retired last year. We still 

miss her for her dedication, hard work and perseverance in spite of many diffi-

culties and setbacks. 
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Old Age 

 
Barbara Graham 

  

  

 There is nothing the matter with me 

 I am healthy as can be, 

 I’ve arthritis in both of my knees 

 When I talk, I talk with a wheeze 

 My pulse is week, and my blood is thin 

 But I am very well for the state that I’m in. 

 

 I’ve got arch supports for my feet 

 Or I just couldn’t walk down the street, 

 I don’t sleep very well at night 

 But each morning sees me alright, 

 My memory is failing, my heads in a spin 

 But I am awfully well for the shape that I'm in. 

 

 The moral of this, at least I am told 

 That for people like me, who are just growing old 

 It is better to say “ I am just fine” with a grin 

 Than to let people know the shape that you are in. 

 That old age is golden I have heard it said 

 But sometimes I wonder as I get into bed 

 

 With my ears in the drawer, and my teeth in a cup, 

 My specs on the table until I wake up, 

 Ere sleep overtakes me, I think to myself 

 Is there anything else I should lay on the shelf? 

 How do I know that, that my youth is now spent? 

 Well my get up and go has just, got up and went. 

 

 But I really don’t mind, when I look back the years 

 With their joys, and their happiness, 

 Their hopes and their tears 

 I get up each morning and gather my wits 

 Then pick up the paper and read the odd bits! 



Kirk Session News 

 Bill McDougall 
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Moncreiff  Caring Group   

 Marion McInally 

In April 2015 at the Kirk Session Meeting Bill McDougall and Brenda McCrae were appointed Session Clerk          

and Deputy Session Clerk following the resignation of Margaret Jenkins. 

 

Bill McDougall has been an Elder of Moncreiff Church from 1974 and Brenda McCrae an Elder from 1991.  

Both have served Moncreiff in many ways over the years and Brenda has been the Presbytery Elder for last 10 

years. 

The Role and responsibilities of the Session Clerk are many and varied surrounding minutes of meetings/

correspondence/maintenance of Church Records and of course supporting the Ministry of Neil Buchanan.            

The main area of our responsibility, however, will be to see to the ‘functioning’ of the Kirk Session and to be con-

cerned for the welfare of the Congregation.  

Thanks are due to Margaret Jenkins from the new appointees for her support, time and experience from her time 

as Session Clerk and to the support and encouragement from fellow Elders and more importantly from the regular 

attendees of the Congregation. 

There are many challenges in the management of the Church at this time and we are thankful to all those who con-

tinue to work tirelessly in the running of our Church and who give of their time generously in pursuing the mainte-

nance of Moncreiff’s Mission in Calderwood, East Kilbride. 

We give thanks for generous hearts that we might respond to the call to move forward; making choices which will 

bless future generations in this parish that we serve. 

 

NB  A Kirk Session Conference will be held in the afternoon of Saturday 31 Octo-

ber 2015 at St John’s Church Hamilton where the speaker will be Former Modera-

tor of the Church of Scotland The Right Reverend John Miller from Castlemilk Par-

ish Church. The Conference theme will be on ‘Mission and Discipleship’ 

In addition to the huge amount of caring and help given by members of our congregation to others we have a group 

dedicated to providing comfort and assistance to our members. This group functions with 

financial help from the Keep Fit and Yoga classes. 

 

We regularly visit those who are housebound, in hospital or in nursing homes. 

We can provide transport to some hospital appointments, or to visit family members who are 

in-patients. 

We send cards and, if appropriate, flowers to mark special occasions in our members lives. 

We also organise the Flower Diary for those who wish to donate flowers to beautify the sanctuary                            

and mark a specific day. 

We have a range of greetings cards available for sale (prices on the back) at the Caring Group table in the Calderwood 

Road vestibule. There are also some cards hand-made by members – these are un-priced, but please leave a donation in 

the wooden honesty box. 

You will usually find at least one member of the Caring Group in the vestibule on a Sunday morning, and we will be very 

happy to give you any further information.  
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I, Even I Only, Am Left 

 
Douglas Lindsay 

Do these words of Elijah describe our feelings today?  

"If not dead, the Church is dying," we think. "Fewer 

and fewer attend Sunday worship," we say. 

 

Marjory and I holidayed in early summer on a cruise to 

Lerwick, Torshavn in the Faroe Islands, four ports in 

Iceland and Kirkwall. We had a wonderful time, and 

appreciated greatly an act of worship called at 30 min-

utes notice, but which resulted in a congregation of 

130.                                                                            

 

Were we surprised at such a number? 

Yes ... and No! 

Yes, for the reasons already given. 

No, because in just 3 full days we had met so many fellow Christians. 

 

On deck at Leith for lifeboat drill before sailing, we were approached by a gentleman who wondered if 

I was Douglas Lindsay. We had last met in 1957 in what was then St. George's Cross Tabernacle, and he 

is now involved in a Kirkintilloch Gospel Hall.  

Two hours later we found that two who would be sharing our dinner table each evening were a couple 

deeply committed to Guild, B.B., Board, and Session in Larbert. So it would continue - a Church of Ire-

land lady from Enniskillen who had known every one of the bomb atrocity victims of some years ago ; a 

couple from Middlesex, the husband much involved in the Methodist circuit, but whose hearts at that 

time were in York Minster where a friend was being ordained to the Anglican ministry ; a very gentle 

couple from Tranent, carrying many heavy burdens, but clinging to their faith ; a husband and wife 

elder partnership from one of Edinburgh's largest congregations. How delighted they were to learn 

that I had known and greatly admired their minister when he had served in Glasgow; and, known to us in 

advance, we hugely enjoyed the company of a lady who had been a teaching colleague of our daughter, 

and her friend from England. 

 

 "I, even I only, am left." 

Not what we felt in the North Atlantic. 

W. Douglas Lindsay 

 

 

 Keep Fit  
Mondays  

11am—12 noon  

(£2 per Class) 

Yoga  
Wednesdays  

3.30—4.45pm  

(£3 per Class) 



100 Years Young!  

 Helen Fox 
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Christina "Chrissie" Biggar Littlejohn Thomson was born 7th April 1915 at 

4.15pm at 266 Crookston Street (now Carnoustie Street), in the Kinning 

Park area of Glasgow to Robert and Elizabeth Thomson.      

         

Living with 9 siblings - Bill, Fred, Donald, Bobby, Jack, George, Alex, Janet 

and Betty - taught Chrissie a valuable lesson in life - eat your dinner be-

fore someone else does! 

She attended the local Scotland Street School and at the tender age of 

14 she left to learn her trade as a machinist in Jack's, Mitchell Street 

Glasgow, a skill that she mastered and excelled in unti! her last stitch on 

the Singer around the age of 90. 

 

Chrissie married Davy Mann, a carpet maker at Templeton's, on 6th December 1940, and had one child, 

Betty, born 17th October 1941. Davy served as a rifleman in the Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) during 

World War 2 and like many families at that time, spent most of the war away from home. 

Following the war, Chrissie, Davy and Betty flitted between various houses around the Paisley Road area 

of Glasgow when eventually the lure of a better life saw the family emigrate to Robertson Drive, Calder-

wood, East Kilbride circa 1958 along with Chrissie's younger brother Alex. 

Betty grew up, married John on 23rd March 1963 at Moncrieff Church, Calderwood and moved to Paisley 

and every weekend thereafter Chrissie, Davy and Alex made the pilgrimage to Paisley to visit them and 

the two grandchildren. 

 

In 1979, following Davy's death, Chrissie 

moved to Lochlea, Calderwood, where she lived 

on her own for 32 years until the age of 97. 

Not that she was ever lonely - Alex took the 

short walk from Phoenix Court to Chrissie's 

house virtually every single day. Not surprising 

since Chrissie cooked his meals; washed, 

ironed and mended his clothes; and generally 

kept her wee brother on his toes. Alex: in re-

turn trooped down to EK town centre to pay 

the bills by hand, was sent to get the mes-

sages and drove the car.  

Chrissie kept herself busy on the Singer. You name it, she made it - christening gowns, school uniforms, 

wedding dresses, curtains, pinnies and everything in between. Cooking and baking in large volumes was also 

a favourite pastime, shortbread and ham soup being two of her specialities. She developed a taste for 

travel, going on several far flung cruises to the Mediterranean and Caribbean with Betty and John. She 

attended Moncrieff Church until her late eighties when due to frailty she could attend no longer. 

At the age of 97, following a series of falls, Chrissie moved to Acorn Park Care Home, Glen Rd, College 

Milton, a place she calls 'a hotel' to this day. 

Chrissie has two grandchildren, four great grandchildren and two great-great grandchildren. 

Chrissie's secret to a long life?     Irn Bru and a healthy appetite. 



Celtic Pilgrims:  Followers on “The Way” 

 
Cheryl de Beer 
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Scotland is a land of beauty. It brings to mind visions of sea and sand, mountains and rivers, forests and glens, lochs 

and valleys. It is a land of living history, a land steeped in myth and Christian tradition. It’s a land not unfamiliar with 

Celtic Spirituality, a spirituality buried within the collective memory of both Irish and Scottish folk. With the current 

climate changes and ecological crisis people are turning once more to the Celtic tradition, to memories of an ancient  

time where “every spring, river, lake, mountain and forest was a sanctuary”, and where people experienced themselves 

dwelling in “a sacral environment” (Wakefield (ed.) 1983:83). 

 

I (Cheryl de Beer) consider myself blessed to have both Irish and Scottish blood flowing in my veins, with my Scottish 

ancestry predominating. My mother’s maternal grandfather was Irish, but her father was Scottish and so was my fa-

ther’s maternal lineage. My Scottish ancestral roots have links with Ayr, Glasgow, Edinburgh and Dalkeith, but I was 

closest to my mother’s father who was born in Glasgow and came to South Africa with his family as a young boy. I grew 

up on tales of the beauty of Scotland and her traditions, with tales of tartans and clans, and the passion of her people, 

passion which now flows through my veins. As early as my childhood years, a longing was birthed to one day set foot on 

Scotland’s shores. And so it is with grace and wonder that we, the de Beer family (Kevin, Cheryl, Michael and Sarah), 

find ourselves here. The pilgrim blood which brought my grandparents to the distant shores of South Africa (and 

Kevin’s Afrikaans ancestors to South Africa from Europe) has now brought us to our own distant shores, the place of 

our new home, and for  myself – a coming home to my ancestral roots. 

 

Kevin, myself and our children have been gifted with the opportunity to follow our heart’s passion, to respond to God’s 

calling and embrace the pilgrim way. As much as sensing God’s immanent presence within the earth and her elements is 

a part of Celtic Spirituality, so is the notion of pilgrimage. Many ancient Celtic Christians found themselves answering 

the call to set forth for distant shores. Pilgrimage is also however part of our Christian identity as people of “The 

Way” – followers of Christ always on the way to something new. Pilgrimage in this sense becomes a never- ending jour-

ney in deepening one’s intimacy with God, both inwardly and in the embrace of practical living. The pilgrim’s journey un-

folds individually and also within the context of community. 

We have indeed enjoyed and are very thankful for your hospitality which you have offered us as congregation, gifting 

us with friendship and welcoming us into your midst. It has been a wonderfully blessed and graced experience. As I 

write this, it is the 15th September. We arrived at Glasgow airport on 15 July, exactly 2 months ago. So much has hap-

pened in this short time, but the hospitality of the Moncreiff church has us already feeling so much at home. Thank 

you! 

 

This last Saturday we attended the morning market at Moncreiff. It was a wonderful occasion of fellowship – and 

spending. I was so excited to pick up a beautiful painting of the mountains and sea with the sun just peeping over the 

mountain tops. The rising sun spoke to me of resurrection and new beginnings. The mountains spoke to me of the sturdi-

ness and foundation of the earth’s presence, of our inner, ‘earthly’ roots, and of God shaping and forming us just as the 

mountains are slowly shaped to stand firm and strong. The sea for its part spoke to me of inner depths, of the currents 

of life which pull you forward. It spoke to me of the wind and the waves – of being propelled by the Spirit to break 

upon new shores, to being delivered to the land and its people. 

I look forward to seeing how the ‘earth’ of the de Beers’ ongoing becoming - our metaphorical mountain ranges, inner 

currents and shores converge with the mountains, ‘springs’, and rivers of people’s lives, hopes and desires here at Mon-

creiff. 

 

And so the Celtic imagination lives on, nourished in this land of beauty and splendour - a land where the Trinity shines 

through hill and valley, mountain, river and sea. We as people are called ever onward, pilgrims of the Way, answering 

the call of Christ to follow him on journeys to new and distant shores, whether that be literally or metaphorically. I 

close this article with a poem whose words I penned in response to my own recent journeying, words which also lifted 

me up as I broached new inner shores, as well as literally journeying to the shores of this beautiful land called Scot-

land.                                                                                                                                                                                         



Pilgrim Song 
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Pilgrim SongPilgrim SongPilgrim SongPilgrim Song    
    

Ghostlike ripples shimmer in the dark 

The moon reflects brightly, our journey to mark 

We call to mind the memory of a song 

Which guides and propels us all along. 
 

Waves curl inward, their power to show 

Currents carve paths singing below 

Only the centered tune in to her notes 

Only then are kayaks not only boats. 

 

First to the left, then to the right 

The kayaks dance on, all through the night 

With the moon for light, and the current for sound 

We dance to the music, new depths to be found. 

 

The water is all we now focus upon 

The Presence beneath carries us on 

Leaving behind long distant shores 

Eyes look within to vocational chores. 

 

Deep calls to deep, water speaks of wells 

The Dance unfolds to watery bells 

Water and wood, the two become one 

Holding the sound in a moment of fun. 

 

Water and wind, the Spirit’s guiding hand 

Ghosting over ours, drawing us to land 

The bells of her sound echo in the deep 

Her movement flows, our souls to keep. 

 

Eyes turn to oars breaking the surface 

Kayaks glide on, moving with purpose 

The shore emerges, coming into view 

Our hearts beat faster, as if on cue. 

 

Feet walk with reverence to greet the land 

There is singing and dancing, jubilation at hand 

The fire is central, souls are aflame 

Water becomes fire, a new journey to name. 

Cheryl de Beer 
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Many years ago, on a wet, misty July day, my wife and I set off, 

with about twenty others, on an SMT day trip from Glasgow to 

Oban.  

We were hoping that the weather would improve but that was not 

to be, and the mood of the people became sombre as we contem-

plated the prospect of a wet afternoon in Oban. 

It was in much the same mood that we boarded the bus for the re-

turn journey. Things were quiet for an hour or so then someone at 

the back  had a bright idea. 

‘ Gie us a sang Jessie ‘ was the cry. As usually happens on these occasions, Jessie initially adopted a pose 

of humility and modesty and claimed that she could not sing for toffee. However I suspected that she 

was really dying to sing and, sure enough, she soon burst in to a song proclaiming the beauty of her na-

tive land, nothing of which we had seen so far on account of the mist. Before long the bus was ringing to 

the sound of a good going singsong as one song followed another. 

Suddenly a bloated beery face appeared over my shoulder from behind. ‘ This man isny singin ‘ he brayed 

. There was a sudden hush as the object of his dismay was identified. Some people changed seats to get 

a good look at me. I distinctly heard the words ‘ anti social ‘ as I shrank down in my seat. 

Soon the singsong resumed and continued to the end of the journey. Meanwhile I tried my best to look 

invisible. When we arrived in Glasgow I hurried off the bus looking neither to the left or right. 

Since that day I have often wondered who was the more antisocial, the young man who wanted to sit qui-

etly and mind his own business or the blustering bully who wanted to insist on everyone joining in. 

What do you think? 

A Trip to Oban 

 
Tom McLeish 

Moncreiff Worthies  

 Douglas Lindsay 

 

1. If you are short of soup, this lady is always glad to help ? 

2. “I know the secretary is out, but is the  ……?” 

3. Her name suggests she is out on her feet, but she is far from it ? 

4. A gentle slope is not steep, but a …..? 

5. She is always at the front of the ship  ? 

6. If her initials were A.P. she would be a learner ? 

7. This family has links with  Abbotsford and also the south pole..? 

8. She is never wrong..? 

9. Is his hobby making arrows ? 

10. Surely she does not make weekly trips from a great bay in Northern Canada? 

11.     She is the greatest of these? 

12.     Mum and daughter – a couple of academicals? 

Answers in a sealed envelope marked ‘Moncreiff Worthies Quiz’ by Sunday 1st November 2015          
to be placed in the pigeon hole of either Douglas Lindsay or Ewen McKinnon. A small prize to the     
entrant with the first opened fully correct list. 

Do you know the following surnames ? Do you know the following surnames ? Do you know the following surnames ? Do you know the following surnames ? –––– They sit beside us Sunday by Sunday. They sit beside us Sunday by Sunday. They sit beside us Sunday by Sunday. They sit beside us Sunday by Sunday.    



Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”    

    

                        

    Mrs M. Smith, Wellmeadow Nursing Home  

 Mr J. Tocher, 6 Glen Arroch.  

 Miss S. McRoberts, 33 Tarbolton.  

 Mrs I. Reid, 45 Kittoch Street.  

 Mrs M. Chisholm, 17 Baillie Drive.  

  

  

  

     

    

East Kilbride Moncreiff Parish 
Church of Scotland 

Charities Ref. No. SC016751 

The next issue 
will be  

Winter 2015 

CONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTER    

Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email.    moncreiff@hotmail.co.uk (New email address) 

Find Us On The Web 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web 
site in an expanded form, with more photographs, 
more graphics and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far 
where to find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not 
include a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :     www.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiff----messengermessengermessengermessenger 

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Session Clerk: Bill McDougall 

Session Clerk: Brenda McCrae 

Hon. Session Clerk: Matt Whyte 

Treasurer: Elaine Barrowman 
 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Fiona Lamont 

FWO Convenor: Tom McLeish 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Morag Hanna 

Church Officer: George Greig 

 

  

BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms::::    

 

31st May         Cameron Thomas McKenzie and Logan James McKenzie, 53 Cleland Place. 

 

5th July            Luke Alexander Wilson, 18 Gourlay.  


