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Services For Holy WeekServices For Holy WeekServices For Holy WeekServices For Holy Week    

        

            

  Monday  Monday  Monday  Monday        30th March   30th March   30th March   30th March   ----        What does The Lord require?    (7:30pm)    

  Tuesday  Tuesday  Tuesday  Tuesday    31st  March  31st  March  31st  March  31st  March  ----        By whose authority?                    (7:30pm)    

  Wednesday  Wednesday  Wednesday  Wednesday       1st  April       1st  April       1st  April       1st  April    ----            Why this waste?                          (7:30pm)    

  Thursday  Thursday  Thursday  Thursday      2nd  April      2nd  April      2nd  April      2nd  April    ----            Surely you don't mean me?  (7:30pm)    

  Friday  Friday  Friday  Friday            3rd April        3rd April        3rd April        3rd April    ----                Why did you abandon me?  (7:30pm)    

 

        SundaySundaySundaySunday     5h April 5h April 5h April 5h April  

   Easter Sunday Worship  Easter Sunday Worship  Easter Sunday Worship  Easter Sunday Worship  ----    (10:30am)    (10:30am)    (10:30am)    (10:30am) 

     (Communion Service) 

         

 
Please Note :  

There will be no Early Morning Worship 

and Easter breakfast this year. 

*   Services followed by tea/coffee in the hall   *  *   Services followed by tea/coffee in the hall   *  *   Services followed by tea/coffee in the hall   *  *   Services followed by tea/coffee in the hall   *      

‘Questions for Easter’ 
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Neil Buchanan 

In this season of wonder and joy where we have just celebrated the greatest gift that God ever gave to us in His 

Son, our Saviour,  who lived and died and rose again for us all, it is very humbling to reflect that we are called to be His 

friends and followers to proclaim the Easter message to the ends of the earth. We do this, of course, with the com-

pany of all  faithful people in this country and throughout the world. What a glorious feeling it is, knowing that we be-

long to one another and to God through our Lord Jesus Christ! What can we offer Him but our lives given in His Ser-

vice? Our love is but a pale shadow of the love he has given to us all and, in this respect, whatever is given back should 

be given from  grateful hearts and with joy and generosity!  

It seems appropriate therefore at this time to speak about the subject of our Christian Stewardship. When we joined 

the Church we each promised to give a "fitting proportion of our time, talents and money for the work of the Church in 

the world".  

Christian Stewardship therefore acknowledges the many gifts we receive from God and reminds us that these gifts 

should be used to celebrate life and praise God. 

 

We have a responsibility to care for God's Creation 

We have a responsibility to use our Time and Money in a balanced way that enables us to enjoy life as God intended 

it to be. 

We have a responsibility to make use of our particular Talents if our lives are to be all that God has intended for us. 

We have a responsibility to love and care. The measure of our love for God is shown by the extent to which we are pre-

pared, in love and to reach out to all His children, everywhere. 

 

Few of us are hugely wealthy in monetary terms but we still have to be realistic in our giving to God's work.  

We know how much it costs for example to buy a newspaper or go out for a coffee or buy a greetings card or fill the 

car with fuel.  

Modern life is expensive and the Church locally ( that's you and me!) has to pay it's way.  

The costs are considerable but the benefits are immeasurable.  

In the very near future therefore you are going to be receiving a leaflet from your Elder which asks you to consider 

your level of giving and whether you could afford to give a little more? Please consider this matter prayerfully and re-

flect also what you can give in terms of your time and talents for the work of the Church. 

 

Many of us, of course, support other good causes too and this is all part of our Christian Stewardship. However we 

sometimes forget that the Church is also a charity which cannot thrive without good support from all of its members.  

It's not that we want the Church to become wealthy but that we want it to be able to do all the things it seeks to do 

and has a responsibility to do for Jesus sake. Your money does so much which we as Christians believe is valuable and 

worthwhile. It means that the Church can exist for you and for me and for any and all who are helped in it or by it. 

Our giving is a sign of our commitment to the life of the Church as it seeks to live out the faith through worshipping, 

serving and caring in our parish and in the world. 

It is for you to consider how much to give in gratitude as a response to God's goodness. It is for you to reflect on how 

you value your Church and its life and work. Not everyone can afford to give a lot but we can each afford to give some-

thing. 

 

At this Easter time, as we remember how much God gave to us in Jesus Christ, I would invite you each prayerfully to 

consider the leaflet you will soon receive from the office bearers of your Church. We all believe that God's love is the 

greatest gift that we have ever received and that this gift should be shared and celebrated and proclaimed in our com-

munity and beyond, to the ends of the earth! 

I thank you for what you already give of your time, talents and money and thank you 

for taking time to read this letter and the leaflet which will soon pop through your 

door and ask you to respond as you feel able. 

 

  May God Bless you in your living and in your giving. 

 

   Yours Aye,   Neil 



The Girls Brigade 
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Suzanne Bennie  

 

The whole company has been working on ‘My Community’ for badge work this session and have 

had visits from various people in the community including our Minister, Neil who tried to con-

vince the girls that it wasn’t only a Sunday that he went to work!! 

 

 We had a dental nurse who spoke to the girls about the importance of brushing their teeth 

and even the officers were amazed at the amount of sugar contained in some sweets and 

drinks. 

 

 More recently, the officers became ‘patients’ for the night when we had a paramedic who brought an am-

bulance with him.  It did cause some concern with others using the church that night who thought we’d had 

an emergency with one of the girls. 

 

 We’re looking forward to having a police sergeant next week to tell us about his work in the community and 

at the end of March we’re all looking forward to a visit to the fire station which will complete our project. 

 

 The older girls have taken part in a nail art competition which is being run by GB Scotland so there are 

hundreds of girls up and down the country involved in painting/colouring nails on A3 sheets of paper and 

including a ‘mood board’ with it.  The results have been great and entries have been submitted so the girls 

are just waiting patiently to find out who has won. 

 

 All sections took part in the Glasgow Division collage competitions recently and although none of the teams 

were placed the girls enjoyed the day.  On the same day we had a team made up of two Juniors and two 

Explorers who took part in a ‘turn-up’ competition so they didn’t know what they were going to do until they 

got there.  It turned out to be similar to ‘The Cube’ activities and they also a couple of quizzes and were 

delighted when they came 2nd in their category. 

 

We are looking forward to attending our Glasgow Division service which is being held in the West Kirk, 

East Kilbride. 

 

 We are now thinking ahead to our annual display and of course 

camp at the beginning of May. 

 

      Suzanne 
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Desert Island Discs    

 
Douglas Lindsay 

 

My warmest thanks to the guild for the welcome extended when I visited on 10th February. 

I have been asked by some present and also some absent to detail my choices and reasons, and that I 

gladly do. 

1.     John Philip Sousa’s “ Stars and Stripes Forever” – A reminder of what seemed to be 

 endless marches heard on the wireless during my years as a patient in Mearnskirk hospi

 -tal. 

 

2.  “I Love to tell the story” sung by the all Scotland festivals of male voice praise choir, 

 thinking back on my years in what was then the Findlay Memorial Tabernacle. 

 

3.  Handel’s ” Largo” – the music to which Marjory came down the aisle of Bridgeton Baptist 

 Church as a very lovely bride. 

 

4.  A waltz played by Jimmy Shand and his band .A reminder of countless wonderful holi

 days on the now deserted island of Arran. 

 

5.  Part of a Trinity College lecture on the beatitudes  given by professor William Barclay – 

 reminder of four wonderfully happy, fulfilling and successful years. 

 

6.  Psalm 24, sung in Hebrew by a Jerusalem Synagogue group, and not to St. Georges, Edin

 burgh! A privilege to have visited Israel on four occasions. 

 

7.  Mozart’s Clarinet concerto, bringing back memories of 3 wonderful holidays in Austria, 

 and especially of Salzburg. 

 

 8.  Moriconi’s ‘Gabriel's Oboe’ from the film ‘The Mission’, First heard on a Sunday morning 

 in Eaglesham Parish Church, played by a lovely young couple who showed us great kind

 ness. 

 

 9.  The Palm Sunday music from the 2000 “Oberammergau Passion play”, and unforgettable
 experience. 

Why I selected nine rather than ten, I know 

not The one which I just missed out was 

Bach’s Toccata and Fugue, glorious organ mu-

sic, and linked to Ian and Sheila, the best 

friends any couple would wish to have. 
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I Remember Nostalgia 

 
Jim McGivern  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now that I am in my dotage I spend most of my wakened hours gazing, 

blankly, into space. Its a grand thing is the gazing blankly and it fair clears 

your mind of everyday problems. It may be grand; as I've said but it can 

also be upsetting for it opens your mind to nostalgia. Its a treacherous 

beast is nostalgia, for it brings back memories. I can recall, quite clearly, 

incidents in my early life that l thought were buried for ever. 

 

One such incident surfaced a few days ago and its sudden reappearance gave me quite a shock. 

There I was, sitting in a chair and racking my brains as I tried to remember if I had put my socks 

on when, out of the blue, I suddenly recalled the time that f had signed the pledge. See what I 

mean about nostalgia being a fiercesome beast? My life span at the time was in single figures, 

something like eight years of age and there I was, a Rechabite! This lapse into sobriety was fur-

ther enhanced by the inclusion of a bunch of yellow flowers which I was carrying, in a shamefaced 

manner, home to my mother. Oh the burning, red faced shame that I endured as I walked, head 

bowed, past my sophisticated school mates. Yellow flowers, those awful flowers which my mother 

told me, when I presented them to her, were called, "Pee the beds" The memory of those flowers 

brought an embarrassed red flush to my ancient face but there was no escaping from nostalgia as 

the rest of that long forgotten day flooded back into my mind, I recalled the bright sun and the 

road that embraced my boots with a dry gray, powdery patina of dust. 

 

I had been at a Band of Hope meeting where my fellow abstainers and I had seen slides of Africa 

and had sung our lungs out and stamped our feet in time to the off key, rattley piano. We had en-

thusiastically promised to help those poor African natives as they beamed their white toothed 

grins on the hand tinted slides projected by the beam of light from the magic lantern. 

There I was, an eight year old brimming with goodness, sober and ready to take on the world, what 

could be better than that? A bunch of pee the bed flowers, that’s what could be better. 

My mother never forgot that day and, for the rest of her life, would tell anyone prepared to listen, 

how I was a lifelong Rechabite and then she would be convulsed with laughter. She was a strange 

woman was my mother and she loved a good laugh. On reflection that sunny day so long ago was a 

moment which brought a great deal of joy to my mother. So you see some moments in life are bet-

ter forgotten while others are wonderful to recall. Such is the nature of we human beings that 

sadness, laughter, embarrassment and an urge to help others go hand in hand and bring brightness 

to our lives. All these gifts come from God and, in our reminiscing we should remember the part 

that He plays in our lives 



Professor Stewart Hillis OBE 
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Well Hall Care Home Hamilton  

         
Malcolm McIntyre    

 

The closest Church of Scotland Care home for the elderly is in Hamilton it is run by Crossreach which 

is part of the C of S. 

Well Hall is a purpose built home and has 36 bedrooms, all have en-suite toilet/shower rooms, and resi-

dents are encouraged to furnish their bedrooms with personal belongings if they so wish. 

Two of the bedrooms are double rooms enabling couples to stay together if they wish. There are two 

main lounges and four quiet rooms, one of each at the end of each corridor as well as other communal 

areas, a large activities lounge and two spacious dining rooms where residents can relax and enjoy a var-

ied and interesting range of home-cooked food of their choice with special diets catered for. 

The Friends Group are actively involved in providing support for the residents and staff, the Chair of 

the group is Malcolm McIntyre 

There is an ongoing programme called Playlist for Life which is a musical scheme that helps to stimulate 

the residents. It is an amazing project with a very good success rate. 

In order to do this they need IPods and MP3 players to listen to the music. Many people are constantly 

replacing such devices and leave the old ones in a drawer. If you have any old equipment that can be 

used for individuals to listen to music lying about can you please pass it to Malcolm who will be delighted 

to take it too Well Hall. 

Bill McDougall  

I worked for 12 years with the Scottish Football Association between 1994 and 2006 and Stewart Hillis was a good 

friend and colleague. Stewart was the Medical advisor to the National Team for many years and was the drive and 

founder of the Sports Medicine Centre at Hampden Park. He was also Vice Chairman of the UEFA Medical Committee 

and influenced the medical requirements of all Clubs and Countries in UEFA and FIFA. His work at Glasgow University 

and Glasgow Hospitals on research of Heart Disease was acknowledged in the Honours List when he was awarded the 

OBE. 

Unfortunately Stewart died on 21 July 2014 and at his funeral Service at Wellington Church of Scotland in University 

Avenue, Glasgow , tributes were made to his years of Service to Medical matters, Football, an Officer in the Boys Bri-

gade, Bible Class Leader and Elder of the Church of Scotland. The following short poem was published in the Order of 

Service at his Memorial Service and I thought it was very fitting and worth sharing with the good folk of Moncreiff. 

 
HOW DID HE LIVE? 
Not ‘How did he die?’, but ‘How did he live?’ 
Not ‘What did he gain?’, but ‘What did he give?’ 
These are the Units that measure the worth- Of a man as a man, no matter his 
birth  
Not ‘What was his Church?’ 
Nor ‘What was his creed?’ but his work and his care for people in need. 
His strength for his children, his love for his wife, these are the units that meas-
ure a life. 
Not what the sketch in the newspapers say, 
But how many will miss him now he’s passed away. 
 

A fitting tribute to one of life’s ‘good guys’. 
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Short Notes 

 

Dear Friends,  
I wanted to let you know how much I 

appreciate the ‘get well’ cards you sent 

while I have been ill and recovering 
after my operation.  Your kind words 

and prayers really make a differ-
ence and it's nice to know so many 
people are thinking about me.  I’d 
also like to say thank you for the 
church flowers which I received 
the first Sunday after I was 
home from hospital.  It was a 

lovely gesture and really lifted 

my spirits.  I’d like to express my grati-

tude to Neil for the visits and pastoral 

care and hope it’s not too long before I 

am able to get back to church. 
Thank you again for your thoughtful-

ness and your friendship. 
   Mrs. Bennie 

It is diffic
ult to full

y express
 and conv

ey in wor
ds 

how grate
ful and th

ankful we
 are as a f

amily for
 all 

the suppo
rt and kin

dness rec
eived from

 so many
 peo-

ple durin
g the peri

od of my 
mum's ill

ness.  I kn
ow 

that the v
isits, the 

kind wish
es and the

 support r
e-

ceived rea
lly meant

 a lot to m
um and h

elped lift 
her 

spirits at 
times wh

en things
 were real

ly quite d
ifficult 

for her.  I
 would lik

e to expre
ss our tha

nks for th
e 

flowers w
hich we o

urselves a
nd also m

um receiv
ed at 

various ti
mes over

 the last y
ear, the k

indness a
nd 

compassi
on of eve

ryone at t
he church

 has been
 over-

whelming
.       

        Tha
nks.,    Su

san, Nial
l, Amy an

d Christo
pher 

   (Whyte) 

We would like to thank the mem-
bers of the congregation for their 
kind thoughts, cards flowers and 
visits that we received after Colin 
died. We were deeply touched by the 
number of friends from the church 
who attended the funeral.  This was a great comfort to us. Also 
thanks to Douglas for a lovely ser-
vice.  
Thank you all , 
 Jean and Jean Kerr. 

I would like to say a ‘Big Thank 
You’ to all who sent me cards, best 
wishes etc on my recovery from a 
‘knee operation’  These were all very much appreci-
ated. 
 

Thank you    
 

Joy Boslam. 

On behalf of myself and my hus-

On behalf of myself and my hus-

On behalf of myself and my hus-

On behalf of myself and my hus-

band, thank you very much for 

band, thank you very much for 

band, thank you very much for 

band, thank you very much for 

the beautiful basket of flowers 

the beautiful basket of flowers 

the beautiful basket of flowers 

the beautiful basket of flowers 

and good wishes on the occa-

and good wishes on the occa-

and good wishes on the occa-

and good wishes on the occa-

sion of our Diamond Wedding, 

sion of our Diamond Wedding, 

sion of our Diamond Wedding, 

sion of our Diamond Wedding,     

    

        Bill and Betty Swindell

        Bill and Betty Swindell

        Bill and Betty Swindell

        Bill and Betty Swindell    

Dear Friends, 

Thank you all for your love and 

prayers, cards and good wishes, 

flowers and support in so many 

ways following my accident in Oc-

tober, and my recent retirement. 

After 47 years behind a library 

desk it is very strange to be on the 

other side, but you all assure me I 

will wonder how I found the time 

to go to work. I might even have 

time to read the books on my 

"someday-when-I-get-the-time" list. 

 
Thank you, 

 
Marion McInally 

Through the pages of our church 

magazine, I would like to take 

this opportunity to say a most 

sincere ‘Thank you’ to everyone 

for the many ‘Get Well’ and 

‘Thinking of Y
ou’ cards I re-

ceived during my spell in hospital. 

Also to Neil and Douglas for 

their visits, 
also for the beautiful 

flowers I received when I came 

home. 

My sincere thanks for ever
ything 

and everyone’s thoughtfulness, 

 Sincerely, Jess Munn. 
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2nd Saturday of Every Month 
(10am—12 Noon) 

Tables £5 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966)/Liz Craig (221412) 

In the Garden of Gethsemane  

 
Barbara Graham 

In the Garden of GethsemaneIn the Garden of GethsemaneIn the Garden of GethsemaneIn the Garden of Gethsemane 
 

Before the dawn of Easter 
There came Gethsemane... 
Before the Resurrection 

There were hours of agony... 
For there can be no crown of stars 

Without a cross to bear, 
And there is no salvation 

Without faith and love and prayer, 
And when we take our needs to God 

Let us pray as did His Son 
That dark night in Gethsemane- 

"Thy will, not mine, be done." 

 

                              Helen Steiner Rice 

Moncreiff Table top Sale is on 2nd Saturday of each month. We have a variety of new items 

and handcrafts as well as unwanted new gifts and unwanted goods in very good condition. These sales bring 

in much needed funds for YOUR church so please support this venture. Tea and coffee is also available.  

           Anne McIntyre 
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In The Brownies 

 Lisa Currie 

1st East Kilbride Brownies  

Firstly, on behalf of the 1st Moncreiff Rainbows and 6th EK Brownies, we would like to 

thank everyone for donating their Sainsbury's Active Kids Vouchers.  We were able to 

"bank" 1300 vouchers to add to the ones we hope to collect this year. 

 

The Rainbows had a busy time last session.  Most of the time was spent working towards 

the "Ladybird Challenge".  This involved learning about the life cycle of ladybirds, making 

wings, antennas, bracelets and ending the challenge with a Ladybird Party.  We also had our 

Halloween and Christmas parties and a trip to the pantomime. 

 

This session started with a visit to see Frozen.  We celebrated Thinking Day dressing up from the 3 countries we had 

been studying the previous weeks (France, USA and Russia) and have just celebrated World Book Day dressed as our 

favourite characters and writing our own Rainbow story.  We will spend the rest of the session working on the Minion 

Mayhem Challenge badge which, of course, will end with a Minion party (any excuse!) 

6th East Kilbride Brownies  

Goodness, we’re in March already and last year’s activities at the 6th East Kilbride Brownies seems so far away.  And 

YET we had such good fun it’s easy to recall them.  As part of the Fire Safety Badge the girls visited the East Kilbride 

Fire Station and inundated our hosts with questions and scenarios.  In turn they were permitted not only to enter the 

garage where the engines are stored in preparation of a call but to sit in one and pop helmets on for size.  Due to the 

success of a previous trip to the Ice Rink we again ventured onto the ice.  The girls had a super time either improving 

their skills or helping their fellow Brownies less able.  I have no doubt we shall be going back again at some point.   

As winter was soon upon us, and as part of achieving their Cook’s Badge, the girls spent part of an evening making a de-

licious vegetable soup.  We ended our session with both a Christmas party, where a special visitor came a-ho-ho-hoing 

before we enjoyed the East Kilbride Rep Panto - ‘Oh no you didn’t’, ‘Oh yes we DID!’. 

Our programme this year started with us keeping the winter theme in a musical vein when we attended the church’s 

showing of  Sing-a-long Frozen.  The girls all had a super time dressing up, getting face painted and enjoying slushies at 

the interval.  Over the past several weeks we have been enjoying Promise themed activities for our new Brownies who 

made their Guiding Promise a few weeks ago.  This session we are working on the Brownie Traditions Badge where the 

girls find out about the history of Brownies and experience some old games and activities.  We’ll later be enjoying a 

good old Sausage Sizzle but perhaps after the Guiders recover from the shock of seeing photographs of their era of 

Brownie uniform in a Brownies History file!!  Perhaps as one of the Guiders received their thirty years as a Guider 

award we ought not to be so surprised?!!  We shall be making Mother’s Day and Easter handcrafts this term before we 

start to take on the Minion 

 Badge challenge.  The girls have chosen their challenges ranging from learning about local inventors, making up a cock-

tail (non-alcoholic, of course!), designing glasses, before we finish our session with a Minion party. 

 We always have room for ‘one more’ and so if you are a girl aged 7 - 10 years please contact Mrs Lisa Currie on 244962. 



Page 10 Moncre if f   Messenger  

Moncreiff Parish Church Burns Night  -  Saturday 24
th

  January  2015 

 Bill McDougall  

A fantastic Burns Supper was held in the John Callaghan Hall on 24th January 

this year. Having been involved in many Burns Suppers throughout Scotland and 

travelled to USA ,Australia, United Arab Emirates and Hungry and even to Pre-

ston, London and not forgetting Auchinairn I can speak with some authority on 

what makes a good and entertaining Burns Supper. 

Without a doubt this year’s supper was quite excellent and involved all home 

grown talent from our own Kirk. Our secret is the warmth and sincere welcom-

ing to all who support the function and the ability of good folk prepared to en-

joy and embrace the talents of everyone concerned. 

 

From the outset the Fund Raising Ladies decorated and prepared the Hall and 

an excellent supper was prepared and served by Jennifer Gibb Catering.  Our own piper John McAlpine pa-

raded the Haggis with Bob Boslem holding it aloft and with a swagger behind the Piper as only a Cambuslang 

man could achieve.  Beth Harper gave a quite faultless address to the Haggis and Hugh Fletcher recited 

the Selkirk Grace. 

 

Arthur Long at the organ entertained the audience as they arrived and played for all the community singing 

that has become a tradition at our Suppers. Marjorie Tiffin our Musical Director accompanied some of the 

songs on the piano and her musical experience kept the Chairman and others correct.  

Our Burns Reader this year was Marion McInally who recited ‘To a Mouse’ . Marion is a beautiful reader and 

we were delighted that she agreed once more to entertain us.  Rachael McMahon entertained the audience 

with quite a spectacular display of Highland Dancing. Rachael is a young teenager who has had a lot of suc-

cess throughout the Highland Dancing World and we were privileged that she was part of our Burns Cele-

bration. 

 

Liz Craig then regaled the audience with a very humorous toast on the virtues of 

all the Lassies in Moncreiff and all the Lassies in general in her toast ‘To the 

Laddies’.  Liz had prepared an excellent speech and her use of humour was in-

fectious and complimented the spirit of the evening. The reply in song by the 

Chairman and Ian Bremner tested the qualities of the Musical Director through-

out. 

 

Archie Yardley and Willie Stevenson the 

‘Caledonians’ were outstanding in providing Scottish 

Songs and entertainment in the traditional Scottish 

Way in singing and accordion playing. They made a huge impact and contribution 

to the evening. 

 

Irene Hudson concluded the evening with a composite Vote of Thanks and we 

finished up with the ‘Star of Rabbie Burns’ with the entire ensemble assisted 

by Duncan Chisholm a veteran of many a Burns Supper throughout the West of 

Scotland 

 

Arthur Long played us out with ‘Will you no come back again’ and we resolved to 

meet another day as Burns wrote in ‘The Twa Dugs’. 



Church Flowers 
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Walls 

 Liz Craig 

Irene Hudson 

I have always liked cities with walls.  I have visited many and enjoy walking on them and getting glimpses 

into gardens and homes and lives as you stroll round.  Chester, York, St. Malo and Maastricht are rich in 

history and I love how these walls have survived for centuries.  I've only seen two city walls which I didn't 

like - Berlin and Bethlehem. 

 

I visited Berlin in 1982 and can remember standing at the window of the hostel I was staying in watching an 

older lady climb up a wooden stair to a platform in West Berlin and calling across the wall and "no man's 

land" to a man standing against a building in the East. He didn't reply.  He listened, waved and moved off. 

 At that place the wall had divided a district in two and families had also been divided overnight.  It was 

sad but I was heartened that although it had stood there for 30 years she still climbed that wooden stair-

way.  The wall was covered in graffiti on the west but I was told it was pretty clean on the east. I felt a 

sadness for Berlin and its people. 

 

Last year I visited Bethlehem.  Bethlehem has a concrete wall and it 

too is covered in graffiti in places on the Palestinian side.  But, I never 

saw anyone climbing to look across at the other side. I never saw a 

staircase on the Palestinian side.  Maybe I just missed that. I felt the 

same sadness for Bethlehem and all its people. 

At the end of this month I am going back to Berlin for the first time. 

 I want to see what changes have taken place. I know the wall has been 

taken down so I cannot walk around and peek into homes - the wall was-

n't broad enough to walk on anyway. I hope that it is now a complete 

city  - buildings, streets and people reunited. 

Some day, I hope people can return on a second visit to Bethlehem and 

find it too has lost its wall. 

 

A big thank you to Beth Harper who is standing down as a member of the willing band of ladies who arrange 

the church flowers. Not only do the flowers adorn the chancel but they bring the message of God's love to 

those who receive them so it is a very worthwhile task. 

A warm welcome awaits anyone willing to join the team. Previous experience in flower arranging is not es-

sential as Morag McDougall will provide tuition.  

 

If interested please contact irene Hudson, Fiona Docherty or 

Heather Davies. 



Coalburn Silver Band  -  Saturday 7 March 2014 

 Bill McDougall 
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This Concert was a first for Moncreiff and was a huge success for all who 

attended. The adult Silver Band under their Conductor Gareth Bowman 

opened the programme with ‘When the Saints go Marching In’  ‘Over the 

Rainbow’ and the ‘London Overture’.  

 

Thereafter the youth ‘Bronze’ band entertained us with ‘The James Bond 

Theme’ and ‘Highland Farewell’ and their performance highlighted the im-

portance of nurturing the young talent in South Lanarkshire.  In the sec-

ond half the Coalburn Intermediate Band entertained the audience with a selection of tunes from the 

Proms including ‘Abide with Me’ and ‘Rule Britannia’. 

 

The Silver Band concluded with a stirring melody of well known silver band tunes including ‘Singing in the 

Rain’ and ‘Let it Go’ from Frozen.  A quite excellent concert and our thanks to the Fund Raising Group for 

organising the Event and another £430.0 was raised for much needed Church Funds to assist the recent 

fabric Expenses .( The sum of £830.0 was raised but the Band Expenses were £400.0)  

A big Thank You to all who attended and supported the Event. 

 

It was pleasing to hear from the Band Organisers their delight with the Facilities of Moncreiff and more 

importantly they expressed their appreciation to the Fund Raising Ladies for the hospitality and with the 

cordial way that they were welcomed to our Church. 

Moncreiff Quiz Night   

 Douglas Lindsay 

Saturday 21 March saw the ninth Church Quiz. We welcomed returning friends from the Old Par-

ish (Holders of the Magnificent Trophy), the West Kirk, Cambuslang, and of course, many from 

within our own Moncreiff family. For the first time it was good to have a Team from Claremont, 

and a team of seven young folk from Cliff College in Derbyshire. 

For two hours it was cut and thrust as eleven teams tackled rounds on Arithmetic, Composers and 

their Music, Famous Last Words, Films and their Stars, International Rugby Union ( answered only 

three hours after Scotland were thrashed by Ireland),  Jacks (Of the Beanstalk variety), New 

(Places beginning with), Railway Stations (Where is Priory Station? – the only question all evening 

that not a single person could answer), Relatives (and we can authoritatively say that Karl Marx and Groucho Marx were 

not brothers!), and well known Williams. 

The final question in the last named round was about an East Kilbride Elder, former Senior Police Officer, European 

Football Official, Burns Enthusiast, Christian gentleman, and enthusiastic  consumer of Steak Pies and Potatoes. Rumour 

has it that the Team which included Morag had no idea at all, but the Jury is still out! 

When questions were not being answered, the food and drink prepared by our wonderful Fund Raising Team were being 

enjoyed -  we heard again of the Golden Wedding Incident in Blackpool, and took part in a competition to design an 

Easter Bonnet – judged by young Adam Moran and judged, we thought quite expertly. 

Soon we are due to be invited to a similar evening in Partick South in the Autumn, and we hope that we will be able to 

accept. 

       A joyful Easter to you all  

         Douglas Lindsay 

 

       PS  The Winners?   Claremont Parish by a single point from the Old Parish. Fourth Different Winner in Four Years. 
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Afternoon Tea—Again !! 

 
Irene Hudson 

 

Following the success of last year's afternoon tea for seniors we are repeating the 

event this year with a "Yesterday Once More" reminiscence presentation by Dave 

Marshall of Radio Clyde fame. 

Mr Marshall present this show for charity and it  is very popular. The date will be an-

nounced at a later date. 

Rev. David Doyle - (Former Interim Moderator at Moncreiff Parish Church) 

 
Malcolm McIntyre 

Sunday 15th March 2015 was a particularly poignant 

one for the congregation at St Mary’s Parish Church 

in Motherwell. 

It was the final time in the pulpit for the church’s 

long-serving minister the Rev David Doyle who is 

retiring after more than 27 years at the church. 

David - whose father Ian was also a minister at St 

Mary’s in the 1950s - was brought up in Motherwell 

and attended Glencairn Primary School before the 

family moved to Glasgow in 1960. 

 

There he went to Glasgow High School and studied at Glasgow and Cambridge Universities before en-

tering the ministry and taking up his first charge in Kincardine. He spent 10 years there before taking 

over at St Mary’ where he has been ever since. 

David (67) could have been retired already by now but decided to delay his departure until after last 

year’s celebrations to mark the centenary of the church building in Avon Street. 

He said: “The centenary year was one of the reasons why I delayed my retirement a little longer. It 

was a great year and a significant one for the congregation and I was glad to be a part of it. 

“The centenary has encouraged and sustained the work of the church within the area. 

Life as a minister is very much tied with the job and that I think will be the major difference for me. I 

will miss the constant contact with people and the congregation, but friendships will remain.” 

David was baptised in St Mary’s He is the church’s longest serving Minister. 

As well as being the Interim Moderator when Rev Alastair Lusk retired he also led a trip to the Holy 

Land in 2014 which was attended by three members of Moncreiff. I’m sure all at Monceiff would like to 

wish him and his wife Alison a long and happy retirement 



Foodbanks - (An Interview with my Gran)   

 Grace McKenzie 
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Hello!  

My name is Grace and I am 6years old.  My Gran is called Liz and I think she is really special for lots of 

reasons.  One reason is that she volunteers for the East Kilbride Foodbank every Tuesday and Wednesday.  

I interviewed her so I could tell you more about what she does and what the Foodbank is for. 

The Foodbank helps people who don't have 

enough money to buy food and toiletries.  

Some people can't afford to go to the super-

market to buy what they need.  

HOW MANY  

VOLUNTEERS ARE 

THERE?  

WHAT DO PEOPLE 

GIVE?  

WHAT IS THE  

FOODBANK FOR?  

WHAT DO YOU DO 

WHEN YOU HELP AT 

THE FOODBANK? 

I go to the church and collect all the food which has been donated.  I 

take it down to the Foodbank Storage Unit where the donations from 

all the local churches are taken.  We out the food onto shelves and sort 

by use-by-date.  We use a list which tells us what should go into each 

bag and between us we fill 50 bags.  Another group of volunteers fill 

another 50 bags later that afternoon. This gives 100 bags to be given 

out over 5 days.  Lately numbers of donations have been going down and 

we have less to fill the bags with.  

People give lots of different things - there are posters and leaflets available at all of 

the donation stations giving lists of what we really need. Dried foods, tins, jars, and 

packets are all great and we need toiletries like toothpaste, shampoo, and things for 

babies like nappies.   

Sometimes we are given food like  pies which need to be oven cooked.  People tell us 

that this is not so good as they can't really afford to use the oven and prefer food 

which can be microwaved or cooked on the hob.  

People don't have to give a lot! Actually if everyone gave just 1 thing, rather than just 

a few people giving lots, then there would be more than enough for all our bags.  

There are lots of people involved.  Some people col-

lect and sort the donations, and pack the bags like 

me, others give out the food, and others co-ordinate 

it all. There are maybe 30-40 people involved. 

I think my Granny is being very helpful and kind.  People should keep 

giving donations for others who need it.  

Please put something in our box when you can. 

 

     Thank you,  Grace  

Well done Grace – Fantastic and very different way to 
tell your story. 

Great to see someone so young contributing to the 
magazine too!! 

  Many Thanks -  E.McK 



The Guild 

 Anne McIntyre 

Jubilee Group and MAC update. 

 
Alison McKinnon 
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  Faithbuilders  Karen Moran 

The Jubilee Group are meeting regularly to ensure our vision for the new build 

continues to remain in focus. Unfortunately, due to the significant financial 

challenges faced by the Church towards the end of last year, our progress with 

forwarding plans and fundraising for the new build have been somewhat cur-

tailed. 

Our current position is that the draft business plan which was given to all in the 

Congregation is still with the General Trustees at the Church of Scotland, and 

we are awaiting comment and any recommendations they may have regarding the plan. Once their response 

has been obtained, we will then proceed with a more detailed business plan and at that point, we can start 

to access external funding and grants to support our fundraising efforts. The MAC group (Moncreiff and 

Community Group) continue to investigate possible sources of funding but cannot, at this time, make any 

formal applications until our detailed business plan is complete. 

The MAC group hosted a very successful ‘Frozen Sing a Long’ as part of our fundraising and further activi-

ties are planned in the near future – details will be available on the website and weekly Order of Service. 

Both the Jubilee Group and MAC group remain enthusiastic that this continues to be an exciting and chal-

lenging time for Moncreiff, and ask for your continued support and prayers as we move forward. 

Our numbers of children in Faithbuilders has gone down considerably in recent months 

but that hasn’t stopped our fun and learning about Jesus.  Recently some of our youngest 

children have been listening to a story Jesus told, about a woman who made bread with 

yeast.  This is from Matthew chapter 13 verse 33 – the parable of the yeast.  The chil-

dren looked at the ingredients and made some dough of their own, just like the woman in 

the story.  We learned that only a small amount of yeast helped to make the dough grow 

and was then made into bread.  

The aim of the lesson was for the children to realise that even although they are little, they too can help 

God’s family grow. Simply by talking to others about Jesus can help make that happen.  The children and 

ourselves too, can be that special ingredient – yeast – that makes things grow.  Let’s hope our Faithbuilders 

grows as well with more children coming along to join us on a Sunday morning. 

Of course the best bit of the lesson was when we all ate and shared some nice crusty bread – delicious! 

The Guild has had a very interesting and enjoyable year again. Our numbers are still quite good, although 

every year some members have to leave due to illness or more often due to infirmity. 

We are always waiting to welcome new members, and would like to encourage any men who would like to come 

along either to join or just on an occasional evening when our speaker is of interest.  Anyone who is inter-

ested should come along at the start of our Session in October. 



East Lothian 

 
Tom McLeish 
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Why not visit East Lothian this year. It has often been described as the garden of Scotland.             

If you are travelling by car you could start in Musselburgh, first settled by the Romans. Heading east you 

will pass Musselburgh Racecourse which also doubles as a golf course, the oldest continuously played course 

in the world. Continuing along the coast road you will pass, on the left, the lagoons formed over the past 

fifty years by the dumping of ash pumped along the shore from the Cockenzie Power Station, which is now 

being dismantled piece by piece. On the right you will see the Prestongrange Mining Museum on the site of 

one of the many coal mines which once brought employment to this area. You can see there a Cornish Beam 

pumping engine which is on the same site where it used to work. 

 

Prestonpans is the next port of call. Part of its name derives from the salt pans used for the production of 

salt by monks in the  eleventh  century.  Most people probably recognise the name in relation to the battle 

in 1745 when the Jacobites routed a Government army under the command of Sir John Cope, hence the 

song ‘ Hey Johnnie Cope ‘. One of my ancestors met a violent end at that battle – he was not actually fight-

ing but was camping nearby and went over to complain about the noise. There are several interesting things 

to see in Prestonpans, including a mercat cross where chapmen used to hold their annual gathering, the an-

cient church,  and various murals depicting the social and industrial history of the town. The idea for the 

murals came from the small town of Chemainus on Vancouver Island where they have become a significant 

tourist attraction. Prestonpans can be reached by the no 26 bus from Edinburgh and also has a station on 

the east coast main line where trains to and from North Berwick stop regularly. 

 

Moving on down the coast, passing the remains of the Cockenzie Power Station, you come to the joint fish-

ing ports of Cockenzie and Port Seton. Each place has a harbour but there is not much fishing going on now.  

Port Seton is the birthplace of the famous artist John Bellany. Another half mile takes you to Seton 

Sands. In the 50’s there was a camp site here comprising a collection of old shacks ( that’s how it looked to 

me ) but it is now a modern holiday camp. This is the terminus of one of the routes taken by the no 26 bus. 

The rest of the coastal route becomes a succession of golf courses, all the way to North Berwick. After 

Seton Sands the road skirts the north side of the village of Longniddry, which also has a railway station, 

then continues on to the village of Aberlady, once the port for the county town of Haddington. The road 

then passes through a series of golf courses which surround the next village of Gullane. On the east side 

of Gullane lies Muirfield , home to the Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers, where a round of golf in 

the summer will cost you £210. Between Gullane and North Berwick lies the picturesque village of Dirleton 

with its village green and ruined castle, destroyed, like so many others in East Lothian, by a marauding Eng-

lish army. 

 

North Berwick is a bigger place and is home to the Scottish Seabird 

Centre. Boat trips can be taken from here to the nearby Bass Rock, 

home to approximately 20% of the world population of North Atlan-

tic gannets. There is also a small former prison there which was 

used from time to time to imprison troublesome people such as Cov-

enanters. Near the town is the village of Whitekirk which has been a 

place of pilgrimage since a nearby well was pronounced to have heal-

ing properties in the 1300’s. 

There is a lot more to see in East Lothian but shortage of space re-

quires closure of this article. I think that you would find a visit to 

the places mentioned above well worth the effort. 
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The Garden of Daily LivingThe Garden of Daily LivingThe Garden of Daily LivingThe Garden of Daily Living    

 

 Plant three rows of peas 
 Peace of mind 

 Peace of heart 

 Peace of soul 

 

 Plant four rows of squash 

 Squash gossip 

 Squash indifference 

 Squash grumbling 

 Squash selfishness 

 

 Plant five rows of lettuce 

 Lettuce be faithful 

 Lettuce be kind 

 Lettuce be happy 

 Lettuce be patient 

 Lettuce really love one another 

 

 No garden is without turnips 
 Turnip for meetings 

 Turnip for service when needed 

 Turnip to help one another 

 Turnip the music and dance 

 

 To conclude your garden you must have thyme 

 Thyme for each other 

 Thyme for family 

 Thyme for friends 

 Thyme for fun 

 Thyme for rest 

 Thyme for ourselves 

 

 
Water freely with patience and cultivate with love, there is much 

fruit in your garden because you reap what you sow – become a 

caretaker of Community, become a master gardener 

 



Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”    

    

                        

    Mr J. Watson, 37 Wingate Park.  

 Mrs I McKendrick, 32 Maxwellton Avenue.  

 Mrs S. Williamson, Westwoodhouse Nursing Home.  

 Mrs M. McKinnon, Kingsgate Nursing Home.  

 Mrs M Holmes, 26 Stobo.  

 Mrs L Jackson, Lindsayfield House.  

  

  

     

    

East Kilbride Moncreiff Parish 
Church of Scotland 

Charities Ref. No. SC016751 

The next issue 
will be  

Summer2015 

CONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTER    

Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email.    moncreiff@hotmail.co.uk (New email address) 

Find Us On The Web 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web 
site in an expanded form, with more photographs, 
more graphics and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far 
where to find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not 
include a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :     www.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiff----messengermessengermessengermessenger 

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Session Clerk: Margaret Jenkins 

Hon. Session Clerk: Matt Whyte 

Treasurer: Elaine Barrowman 
 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Fiona Lamont 

FWO Convenor: Tom McLeish 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Morag Hannah 

Church Officer: George Greig 

 

  

Easter BreakfastEaster BreakfastEaster BreakfastEaster Breakfast    

    

Sadly there will be no no no no early morning Easter 
Breakfast this year due to recent uncertainties 
over the availability of the sanctuary, and the 
fact that communion also falls on Easter Sun-
day this year. 

 

Hopefully it will return in 2016 ! 


