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Services For Holy Week 
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    (Followed by Easter Breakfast) 
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 (Family Service) 
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Tea and Coffee after each service 

           Theme    

    ‘Easter is Love’‘Easter is Love’‘Easter is Love’‘Easter is Love’ 
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A View From The Manse 
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Neil Buchanan 

 
 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 

There is an ancient tale which is told of the Oriental gardener who 
continued to plant peach stones well into his years of retirement. 
Old and crippled, he still dug the hard earth, carefully placed the 
stones in the holes he had made and patiently watered the ground 
until he saw little shoots appearing year upon year. “I don’t know why 
you keep working so hard” said his wife “you are not going to live long 
enough to enjoy the fruits of your labours!” “By the time there are 
any peaches there to eat you will have been long in the ground a long time yourself!” 

 

The old man kept digging and planting and after some reflection said “I have enjoyed eat-
ing luscious peaches my whole life and have benefited from the labours of others who 
planted trees before me. It is now my turn to leave something beautiful for those who 
will follow on” “It gives me great pleasure to think of how they will continue to enjoy eat-
ing peaches for a long time to come”. 

 

The decision we have made to continue with the plans to potentially build a new sanctuary with open access, mod-
ern facilities, improved parking and additional meeting places for our neighbours and friends is a visionary, coura-
geous and optimistic one. We are a long way from seeing the realisation of these goals but at least we have taken 
the first step together in faith. Now much prayer, consideration and planning will have to take place. I have no 
doubt that we can achieve our vision and that Moncrieff Parish Church can have a promising place to play in the 
life of Calderwood and East Kilbride for many years to come. 

 

I want to thank the Jubilee Committee who put a lot of time and effort into helping us to get to this stage.  
Some of them have indicated a desire to step down at this point, and others will join the group as it changes di-
rection and begins to plan for social events and celebrations for the 2018 Diamond Jubilee itself. At that point, 
who knows how far along the road we will be towards our envisioned destination of ensuring that the distinctive 
and inclusive voice of our mission and outreach can continue to be heard in new and exciting ways? We can only 
hope and pray that we will be in a position sooner rather than later to move forward in faith and love. This will, 
of course, be dependent on a number of factors including putting in place a realistic business plan, forming a 
Trust Fund in community partnership with others who would use the new facilities, making appeals to outside 
agencies for help and funding through grants and loans and relying upon the generosity and sacrificial giving of 
members of the congregation who will continue to support this project in whatever ways possible, for the fore-
seeable future. We all have to examine our own hearts in this respect. Giving can only come from those who feel 
that what we are doing is right and for God’s Glory in this place. Together, with each person responding as gener-
ously as they are able to do with some giving a little bit more and others giving from a position of greater wealth, 
we can invest for the future, just as the Oriental gardener did. Can you imagine how beautiful a sight it will be to 
see something new and vibrant growing from out of the grounds at the corner of Calderwood Road and Maxwell-
ton Road? What a statement of intent and mission and faith this will make to everyone who sees it?! It will de-
clare that the people of Moncrieff are a welcoming, generous and visionary people who believe that their God has 
always got something new and wonderful to say about His love for each and every generation who live nearby.  

 

I have no doubt about the fresh impetus that this would give to the mission of Jesus Christ in this place. I hope 
that together, we will continue to look forward in faith, trusting in God for all His future plans for us! 

     Yours Aye, 

      Neil Buchanan. 



Crucifixion  
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by Charlie Esler  

 

 

A cross stands high upon a hill 

Stark against the sky 

It bears a body, broken still 

Of him who is most high. 

 

I gazed upon his sagging frame 

Helpless upon that tree. 

He showed no sign of grief or pain, 

Just calm tranquillity. 

 

In silence he tormented there 

Borne by crutch and pin. 

I offered up a silent prayer 

Thinking of my sin. 

 

Sinless He died upon that cross 

To save me when I fail 

I, who am but worthless dross, 

Feeble, fearful, frail. 

 

O foolish men, who evil wrought, 

Did madness fill your breast? 

To see the Lamb and know Him not. 

To sacrifice the best. 

 

He rose on high, you sinful men. 

On High! and yet below, 

For He is here on earth again. 

Wherever we may go. 

 
On seeing the Salvador Dali painting of “Christ on the Cross” 

Kelvingrove August 1958. 
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The Leprosy Mission 

 

 Douglas Lindsay 

  

Thanks to the many faithful friends who contributed stamps, postcards and 
foreign coins for the work of TLM. 

 

Strangely 2013 saw more helpers than ever yet less stamps. Fewer people are 
writing letters and though it pains me to say it, who can blame them? 

25,062 was the year’s total, less than half the 2012 figure, with the number 
of UK special issues almost vanishing entirely. 

 

However, greatly due to the gift of nearly 4,00 stamps from our friends in Blantyre: Livingstone Me-
morial, 2014 has started with a bang – in just 10 weeks we are already half way to last year’s total. 

 

       

The Third World Group  

 
Barbara Graham 

This will be my last epistle re the ‘Third World Group’ in the news  letter.  

I am retiring after 26/27 years at the end of the session. Nobody has 
come forward yet, so I will continue to stand at the T.W. table, and money 
will still be paid into the bank as usual. 

 

All appeals will go directly to the church. The March meeting will be my 
last, as the April one falls in Holy Week. I hope you will all continue to put     

your “pennies” in the basket and also bring your Irn Bru bottles along as usual. 

 

We have sent four £40.00 to Mercy Ships for medical treatments in the Congo, Medical Mission for 
antibiotic and antivirals, Smile Train to help children with cleft lips, and finally Medical Aid to help 
Palestinian children with their trauma. I will continue to send cheques to appeals that I receive until 
the end of May. 

 

I wish to thank you for all your support over the years, and I remain  

     

     Yours Sincerely, 

      Barbara Graham. 
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Can You Answer These? - All Answers begin with ‘can’ 

 
Mary MacRitchie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. A small boat 

2. A small yellow bird 

3. A man made river 

4. A French dance 

5. An ancient weapon 

6. Strong Material 

7. A fairground sweet 

8. An eater of human flesh 

9. A deep gorge 

10. A card game 

11. A type of bridge 

12. A type of pasta 

13. Another name for hemp 

14. A person who stands for election 

15. A tufted bedspread 

16. A tooth 

17. A high churchman 

18. A type of melon 

19. A multi branching lamp 

20. An annual garden flower 

21. Land of the maple leaf 

22. A cathedral in England 

23. The capital of Australia 

24. The promised Land 

25. One of the Scottish quarter days 

26. An ancient King of England 

27. The 4th sign of the zodiac 

28. A famous film festival 

29. The Florida Space centre 

30. An Italian painter 

31. A Chinese dialect 

32. Where Jesus turned water into wine 

33. A tasty titbit 

34. A surgical breathing tube 

35. A Post in S.E. China 

36. An old T.V. series ……. Camera 

37. A short oratorio 

38. A disease of horses and trees 

39. A degree from Cambridge 

Answers on Page 17 

All Answers begin with  CAN 
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The Girls Brigade 

 
Suzanne Bennie    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

All girls have successfully completed the Commonwealth Badge work and have enjoyed taking 
part in a number of sports as well as learning about different countries within the Common-
wealth.  It has enthused them and they are now looking forward to the Games in Glasgow. 

 

We will be having a well-earned break during the two weeks of the Easter school holidays then 
it’ll be all systems go preparing for our display on Tuesday 6 May.  Prior to that, we are off to 
camp at the Broomlee Outdoor Centre in West Linton when the girls will take part in an exciting 
programme of activities.  They get cold, wet, muddy and tired but thoroughly enjoy themselves 
so we’re hoping for more of the same this year. 

 

The 1st East Kilbride Company of the Girls’ Brigade is seeking new leadership and to date have 
been unsuccessful in finding anyone from their own church (West Kirk).  The current situation 
will leave the company with one recently Commissioned young officer and a couple of adult help-
ers.  The company meet on a Wednesday night and would welcome anyone interested in helping.  
Please contact me if you would like more information. 

 

I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce you to the Girls’ Brigade Scotland’s holiday lodges. 
Tayview Lodges are situated at Guay, near Ballinluig in beautiful Perthshire. A few minutes’ 
drive from the Guay turn off on the A9 leads you to the lodges which are set in lush green coun-
tryside with stunning views where you can enjoy nature at its best in peaceful surroundings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Centre is owned by The Girls' Brigade in Scotland and was opened in September 2011. GB 
members use the lodges for a variety of purposes but are keen to welcome other youth groups 
and the general public to use the facilities. 

Contact the Centre Manager, Jo Boyne, on 07766 660349 or e-mail her on tayview-
lodges@yahoo.co.uk for more information. 
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Short Notes 

 
 

 
 

Mere words cannot convey my gratitude to the congregation of Moncreiff when Jack died recently. 
I was overwhelmed by the cards, flowers and calls my family received and the attendance of so many people at the funeral was a great comfort to us. 

 

 God bless you all 
  Regards 
     Rae Canavan 
 

 

Ellen an
d I would

 like to th
ank the m

embers 

of the con
gregation

 for their 
kind thou

ghts, 

cards and
 prayers, 

after my
 accident

 and 

Ellen’s re
cent illn

ess.  

Without
 the know

ledge tha
t you wer

e  

thinking
 of us, our

 recovery 
could hav

e been 

much lon
ger. Once 

again th
ank you

 all. 

 
                 E

llen and 
Ian Brem

ner. 

 

I would like to send deep, heartfelt thanks to all 

members of the congregation for the cards, the 

flowers, the kind words and the friendly visits I
 

received during my stay in hospital and through-

out my recovery at home.   

 

Thank you to Neil and Agnes for pastoral care 

and visits. 

Thank you to Marjorie and Douglas for bringing 

me the church order of service every week. 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers I received 

from the caring group. 

My family and I have been overwhelmed and 

very much appreciate all the support, caring and 

attention our church family has given us over the 

last year.   

         
  God bless you all,      

 
 

 
Josephine Greig 

 
 
I would like to thank everyone in 

Moncreiff Church for all the cards , 

phone calls and flowers which I re-

ceived after my hip replacement. It is 

so good to have a church ‘family’ who 

really cheered me up and hastened my 

recovery. Best wishes to you all. 

      
 

 
Mary MacRitchie. 
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Nu-U  -  Update 

 
Ann McKinnon 

2nd Saturday of Every Month 
(10am—12 Noon) 

Tables £5 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966)/Liz Craig (221412) 

As you are  aware, for the past few years we in Moncreiff have been  
part of the Calderwood and St Leonards Youth Project ‘NuU’.      

This involved working with both Claremont Parish Church and Calderwood 
Baptist Church in reaching out to young people in the area.  We employed 
a youth worker, Karen Campbell, who did invaluable work in bringing the 
news of Jesus to young people at Calderglen High School and in our local 
area. 

 

Unfortunately, the funding which was in place has now come to an end and we have been unable to 
secure further sufficient funding to employ a youth worker.  We had hoped to continue our Friday 
night group – ‘NuFriday’ - with volunteers but again did not have sufficient numbers of trained volun-
teers who were able to help on a regular basis for this to carry on. 

 

As a result the project has had to be closed down.   Karen was made redundant, however has since 
managed to secure another youth worker post in Glasgow. 

 

The work that Karen carried out in the name of NuU and the churches was invaluable and was very 
well received in Calderglen High and elsewhere.   We hope that in the future we will be able to work 
together with the other churches in the area at joint events for young people, to help them to learn 
more about faith in Jesus. 

 

     Thank you for your support. 

 

       Ann McKinnon, on behalf of NuU 
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How to Stay Safe in the World Today ! 

 
May Robertson 

1. Avoid riding in automobiles because they are responsible for 20% of all fatal accidents.  

2. Do not stay at home because 17% of all accidents occur in the home.  

3. Avoid walking on streets or sidewalks because 14% of all accidents occur to pedestrians. 

4. Avoid traveling by air, rail or water, because 16% of all accidents involve these forms of transportation  

5. Of the remaining 33%, 32% of all deaths occur in Hospitals. Above all else.   Avoid Hospitals ! 

6. You will be pleased to hear that only 0.001% of all deaths occur in worship services in Church, and these are 
usually due to physical disorders. Therefore, logic tells us that the safest place for you to be at any given 
point in time is at Church ! Bible Study is safe too. The percentage of deaths during Bible Study is even 
less.  

   

                                            FOR SAFETY'S SAKE  

         Attend church and read your Bible  

     IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE. 

                                                                                    

 

Soup and Sandwiches on a Sunday 

 

Appreciation is long overdue to the unsung ladies who make a 
variety of delicious soups and sandwiches once a month. 

Many many thanks to you all. It is greatly appreciated. 

                           Anon. 

We would like to thank everyone for their 

wonderful gifts and  kind wishes on our 

retirement from ‘active service’ in Mon-

creiff. We would also like to thank every-

one who came along to social evening, es-

pecially those who took the time to or-

ganise the event, and making it a most 

enjoyable and memorable evening. 

             Many Thanks 
             Helen & Robert Gillespie 

 

I would
 like

 to s
ay a 

big t
hank

 

you t
o eve

ryon
e in 

Moncr
eiff 

for t
heir

 card
s, gif

ts an
d go

od 

wishes
 that

 we  re
ceive

d fo
llow-

ing S
am’s re

cent
 stay

 in h
ospit

al 

and 
reco

very
 at h

ome. They 

were a
ll ve

ry m
uch 

appr
eciat

ed. 

 

       
 Gillian

 Hanna
h & Sam 
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Time Flies…..!   (A Quick Six Months) 

 
Claire Herbert 

I have come (just about) to the 

end of my placement among the 

congregation here at Moncrieff. 

Over the past six months I have 

experience the work and fellow-

ship of this active congregation.  

 My placement work will help 

the review panel and myself 

discern my gifts for the role of 

Deacon in the Church of Scot-

land. My placement will offi-

cially come to an end on Easter 

Sunday, with the review sched-

uled for 24th of April. 

In my time here I have been 
kept busy by Neil and the many 
events the congregation are 
involved with. I have taken part 
in worship not just at Sunday 
service but through crafty kirk, 
services at Forefaulds nursing 
home and with the high school 
chaplaincy team. I was wel-
comed into my first service 
with the baptism of baby Alis-
tair, shared communion and as-
sisted with Mr Canavan’s fu-
neral. I have prayed with you, 
lit advent candles and read re-
sponses. My children’s address 
turned tongues blue and crafty 
kirk decorated my nose with 
rice crispies. 

With the residents at Forefaulds I witnessed that to sing and dance is to remember Gods love. While the chap-

laincy team shared his love with the students of Calderglen High. We took the Christmas story of Bubble Gum 

and Fluff to the primary schools making craft and singing with the puppets and the nutty professor. By the time 

you read this we will also have delivered the Easter Code message to the eight primary seven classes washing 

their feet and eating the Passover meal. 

I managed to visit with the faith builders as they prepared 

their nativity and the prayer group welcomed me to the final 

meeting before Christmas. I was under dressed as I joined 

Tiger Tots for their fancy dress party where we played and 

ate and danced. My husband and four children were made 

most welcome at the family social, enjoying fish n chips and 

taking part in the craft competition.  Friends from my home 

church of the Old Parish were able to join us for the Quiz 

night and proved to be formidable in their general knowl-

edge- running off with the trophy! 

Reverend Buchanan and I have also taken part in the Chris-
tian Aid road show which highlights their work in the world. 
In Moncrieff I have observed your instinct to reach out to 
the world as you collect clothing, stamps, glasses and mobile 
phones to recycle them for good causes. The Fairtrade, 
Traidcraft and Christmas gift donations help to support 
those experiencing inequality in the world. The team work 
from the kitchen fairies who prepare, deliver and serve eve-
ryone on Souper Sundays is seamless and without fuss, but 
vital in helping to raise awareness and funds for needy 
causes. 
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Time Flies…..!   (A Quick Six Months) 
 Claire Herbert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I think this quote sums up my experience of working and sharing alongside the people of Moncrieff: 

 

“Going to church rarely feels like a dramatic act – and yet this is precisely what Samuel Wells claims it to be. 
Christians have active roles to play in the story that the church performs. While worship can appear ‘ordinary 
and mundane’ it is through ‘habit and repetition and learning through time’ that believers come to share the na-
ture of Christ and embody Gods love to others.” 

 

The writer describes our everyday act of gathering for worship as having a dramatic effect on our community. 
The recounting of Gods story can seem ordinary and mundane but develops our habit of listening and conversa-
tion. When we learn of the gift of Christ and his loving act on the cross in our place we start to exhibit Gods love 
and care in the world. Thankfully it is not a drama when we arrive for worship together and in Gods care we 
plants seeds which quietly grow.  

My time has been brief here at Moncrieff but full of experiences and chances to blossom. My thanks go out 
to all those who have been part of my journey whether through prayer, nurture or teaching. May God’s bless-
ing remain with you all as you journey onwards in the future. 

        Claire Herbert, 

          Enquirer   

The team leaders, board and session have all been actively engaged in the running of the fellowship with support 

provided by the caring group and the worship group. I have been witness to the scope of this work enabling pro-

vision of traditional and contemporary worship.  Providing transport for the less able and delivery of flowers and 

comfort to those who are separated from the fellowship of the congregation. While the Jubilee group help fa-

cilitate the fellowship with their future vision for Moncrieff. 

Why not do your on line  shopping using our links to Amazon and Easyfundraising.  

Go onto our church website, www.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk click on the links to Amazon or Easy-

fundraising and shop as normal. It’s that simple! 

Help us raise funds for free when you shop online 



6th East Kilbride Brownies 

 
Fiona Paterson 
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What a fantastic start to an exciting year for the Brownies 
during 2014.   

It is our centenary year and we’ve lots going on. 

 

We have welcomed new friends to our unit and while we’ve been 
sorry to see some of our older girls move up to Guides, we feel 
certain they shall continue to enjoy their Guiding experience. 

 

The beginning of term saw us start two challenge badges: the 
Big Brownie Birthday Badge, and the Commonwealth Games badge.  The badges are no mean feat to accomplish, and 
the girls have got stuck in with great gusto.  As well as celebrating Thinking Day with a variety of games and songs 
from units from across the world, the activities are many and varied including, learning about other countries: South 
Africa and Australia, learning about codes, phonetics and challenging the girls to ‘break a code’, and joining with the 
Guides for a superb evening enjoying Tai Chi.  In the coming months we shall be making Memory Boxes, Foot painting, 
and welcoming our young Rainbow friends from Claremont Church as well as looking forward to our own visit to our Cub 
Scout friends at Kirktonholme Scout Hall. 

We were so excited to join a Countywide Big Brownie Celebration visit to the Glasgow Science Centre where we were 
allowed to enjoy hours of fun learning and exploring.    

 

Our term shall close at the end of May with a themed Centenary party when we shall all come dressed in an outfit 
from an era of our choice from the past 100 years. 

 

 

This year the Rainbows were honoured by a visit from the Chief 
Guide, Gill Slocombe, and the Scottish Chief Commissioner, Sue 
Walker.  The visit allowed our Chief Guide to see a Rainbow 
Guide unit in action as she is aiming to open her own unit.  The 
evening was a great success and enjoyed by all. 

 

The Rainbows have already been very busy working towards the 
Big Brownie Birthday badge and the Commonwealth Games 
badge.  They have had evenings that had them compare Fair-
trade chocolate, bananas and hot chocolate, enjoy team building 
activities, learning about basic first aid and will be having a visit 
from a Fireman who will discuss Emergency Services with them.   

 

They will be meeting with the Cub Scouts for a games night and shall finish their term with a Commonwealth Games 
themed party. 

While twelve girls moved up to Brownies and the places were quickly filled, there are still places available.   

 

If you have a girl aged 5 - 7 years old and you’d like her to come along and join in then you will find us on Thursday 
nights, 6 - 7 pm.  

1st Moncreiff Rainbows 
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In Thanksgiving and Remembrance 

 
Marion McInally 

Later this year we will commemorate the start of World War 1  

The War to end all Wars – the War that would be over by Christmas. 

There will be many, many words written and spoken about his momentous event. 

This is my tribute to the British Squaddie, and his counterparts the men and women in all branches of the Armed Services. 

 THE SQUADDIES  - IN THANKSGIVING AND REMEMBRANCE. 

 

In 1914 it started – the war to end all wars, 

Yet still the British Squaddie is fighting for the cause; 

In 1945 they thought they’d put an end to war, 

But as this sad world gets older, they still know what guns are for. 

 

All through the post-war years a borders watch they kept 

So the folk of Western Europe could feel safe while they slept; 

And then the fighting men were sent to Aden’s barren land 

To fight against the terrorist among the rocks and sand. 

 

Throughout the 1970s to keep the peace they went 

To troubled Irish cities, among concrete and cement; 

Then, once more into battle, for the Falklands they set sail 

To deal with an invader; their mission did not fail. 

 

In November 1989 men opened the Berlin Wall 

And the British Squaddie surely thought that peace had come to all; 

Yet in the sandy desert war came once more to hand, 

And he went to fight the aggressor in Kuwait’s little land. 

 

Then only a few years later there was war in the Balkans again 

And the Squaddie was wearing a blue hat, under the banner of the U.N. 

And on, and on the fighting goes, the terrorist never stops- 

And the amazing British Squaddie now goes on hi-tech ops. 

 

Oh, Lord, it’s such a troubled world, so many wars we’ve fought 

Squaddies don’t see the Dove of Peace as often as they ought, 

And still your world is waiting for the Prince of Peace to come 

And live in the hearts of everyone, instead of just in some. 

 

Then the Squaddie could leave his station, knowing his duty would be done, 

And all mankind would be safe at last, in the hands of God’s own son. 
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Moncreiff Quiz Night 

Bill  McDougall 

Once more the Fund Raising Ladies held a very suc-
cessful Quiz Night on Saturday 22 February 2014 and 
thanks to Quiz Master Douglas Lindsay assisted by 
Bill McDougall.   
 
This year we had a record entry of 13 Teams and in-
cluded Teams from the West Kirk and the Old Parish 
Church East Kilbride.  
Each year we have a lot of visiting Kirks who supple-

ment some of our own Teams but the West Kirk (Vena’s Squad) and the Old Parish (Paton’s Gang) 
were intent on taking the Silverware. 
 
After Ten very competitive rounds the Old Parish came out in top with 6 perfect score rounds 
with an overall total of 104 points. The Moncreiff Babyboomers (previous winners) were a very 
close second with 98 points. It was an exciting and competitive evening and a lot of Fun and fel-
lowship with all the visiting Churches. Helen Stevenson Chairperson of the ‘Kirk Life’ in the Old 
Parish received the Trophy and in her acceptance speech she expressed how welcome the visit-
ing Churches were made within Moncreiff and they looked forward to defending their success 
next year.  A truly memorable and enjoyable evening .  
 
PS   My sources in the Old Parish advised me that at morning worship on Sunday 23 February the 

Rev Anne Paton had the Quiz Trophy in the pulpit and triumphantly intimated their ‘shock’ win at 

the Moncreiff Quiz.   

      Wait until next year!   

Krafty Kirk 

 Margaret Pennington 

Sunday 23rd of March saw another really enjoyable afternoon for the 15 or so children and 
many adults who attended the latest ‘Krafty Kirk’ 

The day had the theme of Easter running throughout it, and we all enjoyed the many and 
varied activities on offer. 

Bible Stories, with interaction from the children. Singing with actions and dancing, accompa-
nied by Neil and Ewen on guitar made up an enjoyable, informal worship. 

We all took part in games such as; the sack race, water games, egg and spoon race, and a treasure hunt. Then it was on 
to the crafts themselves: 

Making chocolate egg nests (Yum Yum!), Planting sunflower seeds and decorating the pots, ‘’Tray painting’ (nice and 
messy activity) and stain glass crosses. 

We then rounded off a fantastic day by sitting down as a church family to enjoy a lovely meal together which was pro-
vided by the Ladies of the Fundraising group. Many thanks to them for all their hard work. 

Also thanks to Karen, Alison and Agnes for organising and overseeing the games and the craft work. 

Krafty Kirk is a great opportunity for us to meet as a family and worship in a relaxed & informal environment. It’s not 
just for kids but the whole church family which of course we are all part of.  

So next time please take the opportunity to come along and have some fun, and be part of Krafty Kirk. 
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Thanks to Helen & Robert Gillespie and to Agnes Tait 

Bill McDougall 

A very enjoyable Social Evening was held in the John Callaghan Hall on 29 March 2014 to thank our retiring Church Of-
ficer Robert Gillespie and his wife Helen for years of sterling work within Moncreiff and also to Agnes Tait our Parish 
Assistant who was also retiring.   
 
With a fantastic attendance from the Church family and excellent music from Mathew McLennon the Congregation 
made this a truly memorable night for our guests of honour. 
 
The LOYALTY, LOVE and LEADERSHIP shown by all three in their years of service has been outstanding and this was 
an opportunity for the Church and its Organisations to express their thanks and appreciation for an outstanding contri-
bution to the life of Moncreiff Church. It was also great to see Alistair and Kirsty Lusk attending the function to mark 
their appreciation. With Music, dancing and games for the Children it was a good fun night.  
The Moncreiff Baking List was as ever overwhelming and after Tea and cakes presentations from Neil Buchanan and 
Margaret Jenkins were made on behalf of the Church. The evening continued with Fun and laughter in keeping with the 
tradition of our Church.  
  
We thank Robert, Helen and Agnes for their loyalty to Moncreiff Church and for a job Well Done. 

If you should find the perfect church 

Without fault or smear, 

For goodness sake 

don’t join that church 

You’d spoil the atmosphere. 

If you should find the perfect church 

Where all anxieties cease, 

Then pass it by, lest joining it 

You spoil the masterpiece. 

If you should find the perfect church 

Then don’t you ever dare 

To tread upon such holy ground 

You’d be a misfit there. 

But since no perfect church exists, 

Made of perfect men, 

Let’s cease on looking for that church, 

And love the church we’re in. 

Of course it’s not the perfect church, 

That’s simple to discern. 

But you and I and all of us 

Could cause the tide to turn. 

What fools are we to flee the past 

In that unfruitful search 

To find , at last where problems loom 

God proudly builds His church. 

The Perfect Church 

 D.W.L 



Hi from Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of Congo 

 
Ailsa Harper Hennessey 
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David and I have now been based in Kinshasa since the end of October and our dog Iona came back to Kinshasa 

with us when we returned at the beginning of January, a long journey in true planes trains and automobiles 

style (taxi to Glasgow, train to York then to Hull, Ferry from Hull to Rotterdam, Taxi, train to Brussels, taxi, 

bus then plane to Kinshasa. Iona has settled in well with the odd chasing of a Gecko or cockroach hoping she 

does not come across any snakes though. 

My role in DRC is working as a Commercial Manager for the Department for International Development 

(DFID) where I continue to work on the delivery of UK poverty programmes in one of the poorest countries in 

the World.  Years of bad governance and civil war have seen the country drop to the bottom of the UN Hu-

man Development index. But what does this mean? Three out of every five people live below the international 

poverty line of less than $US 1.5 a day. More than a third of children are out of school and a similar propor-

tion is malnourished. One hundred women a day die from complications related to childbirth and levels of sex-

ual violence are amongst the highest in the world.  The UK is working hard amongst others to turn this 

around. There is a lot that can be achieved given the right conditions. There are therefore many challenges in 

my role of ensuring the delivery of the Aid programme providing value for money, together with a lot of hope 

for the future and of what can be achieved. 

David on the other hand has been busy as a volunteer (well that’s what we call it) in the British Embassy 

OASIS club using his skills as a Chef in bringing in kitchen hygiene checks and controls, designing menu’s 

and passing on his many talents to local staff.  One of his main trials is the exceptional temperature of 

the kitchen which has no Air conditioning and no working fan coupled with the heat of ovens it is a wonder 

that he manages to keep going. 

The church we attend is the International Protes-
tant Church of Kinshasa (IPCK) where we’ve been 
blessed with a great Christian family with fabulous 
music and worship.  We have also joined a weekly 
bible study home group where we have been both 
welcomed and encouraged to grow. We are part of 
the team welcoming new members and visitors to 
our church in Kinshasa. 

However we need your prayers as our English speaking con-
gregation is facing a huge challenge. We have been asked to 
move out by the church rulers of the French speaking con-
gregations whom we share the church building (long story and 
relates to historical political changes on ownership of land in 
DRC).  

IPCK have been worshiping together for nearly 100 

Our prayers are focusing on direction and faith, 
are we being gently nudged to secure new build-
ings? Where will the land and funds come from? 



Hi from Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of Congo (Cont.) 
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Ailsa Harper Hennessey 

1. Canoe 

2. Canary 

3. Canal 

4. Cancan 

5. Cannon 

6. Canvas 

7. Candy floss 

8. Cannibal 

9. Canyon 

10. Canasta 

11. Cannelloni 

12. Cantilever 

13. Cannabis 

14. Candidate 

15. Candlewick 

16. Canine 

17. Canon 

18. Cantaloupe 

19. Candelabra 

20. Candytuft 

21. Canada 

22. Canterbury 

23. Canberra 

24. Canaan 

25. Candlemas 

26. Canute 

27. Cancer 

28. Cannes 

29. Canaveral 

30. Canaletto 

31. Cantonese 

32. Cana 

33. Canapé 

34. Cannula 

35. Canton 

36. Candid 

37. Cantata 

38. Canker 

39. Cantab 

40. Canis Major 

We live in a lovely house in a secure compound and sometimes man-
age to ignore the bars on the windows and doors etc.  However life 
here is without the freedom to walk outside the compound or down 
the streets.  We need to be aware at all times and be in contact 
with others by radio, phones etc. The roads are challenging (driving 
on the right) but a bit better than previous countries.    

We would also seek your specific prayers for many of the sad and troubling issues of DRC from: 

 

• The children ostracised by their families and communities as it has been deemed that they have 

evil spirits.  Their families have no choice but to reject these little souls and they now live on the 

streets and in orphanages where many die or are abused.  

• The recent stalling of international adoptions, which mean that many children die which could have 

had families to care for them. 

• Prayers also for justice, truth and health in a particular case of Joshua French. 

• Prayers for stability, the end to armed conflict and banditry, for better governance and the end 

of corruption to promote the investment which could save the lives of millions of people.  

   In love,    Ailsa and David Harper-Hennessey   

Life in DRC has its challenges not 
limited to the challenges in communi-
cation (French and Lingala are the 
most common languages).  

 

A thank you to Margaret McMillan 
for her expert help in updating my 
conversational French before I 
moved here (school was a lifetime 
past). It is also very hot and can be 
humid, stormy and has many beasties 
that life in Kinshasa would be a lot 
more pleasant without.  

Shopping is very expensive compared with the UK and the basics 
can set you back a tidy sum.  There are a few local alternatives al-
though many need an acquired palate. We are prayerfully thankful 
for all we have. 

The mighty Congo near our house 

Quiz  

Answers 

See Page 5 
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The Jubilee Group    
Alison McKinnon    

Following the recent vote by the congregation in favour of progressing 
with plans to investigate a proposed new build, the Jubilee Group will con-
tinue to meet to plan for the next stage.  

The next part of the process will be to draw up a formal business plan 
for the proposal and submit this, along with planning application to the 
General Trustees at the Church of Scotland.   

The topic of funding this project is uppermost in the Congregation’s mind and it 
will be essential to establish a group whose role specifically will be to investigate 
and source all possible areas of funding. This group will work alongside the Jubilee 
Group and will consist of members of the congregation as well as representatives 
from our surrounding community. 

 

We would like to thank you for your support during this process and look forward 
to your continued prayers and enthusiasm for the next phase in what promises to 
be a challenging and exciting journey. 

The Jubilee Group comprises of – Alison McKinnon, Andy Gray, Margaret Jenkins, 
Morag McDougall, Craig Moran, Fiona Lamont, Brenda McCrae, Richard Gibson, 
Neil Buchanan, Alan Scott and Eilidh McKinnon and are available most Sundays 
should you have any questions. 

Drawing by Jim McGivern    



Morning Worship — On Tape 

Every Sunday morning, our service is recorded on Audio Tape. 

If you,  or someone you know would like to receive copies from time to 
time or regularly, please tell your Elder or speak to Anne (239966) or 
contact the Church Office (223328).  

Caring Group— Can We Help You ? 
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Transport  

Hospital Visits/Appointments  - Contact Bert Waddell 

Visiting 

Church Transport  - Contact Alison McKinnon 

Nursing Homes/House Bound - Contact Irene Hudson 

Bereavement - Contact Aileen Borthwick 

Flowers 

Flower Fund - Contact Sheila Peberdy 

Distribution of Church Flowers - Contact Fiona Docherty 

Let’s Celebrate 

Flowers/Cards for Special Occasions - Contact Alison McKinnon 

 

The Caring Group continue their work within the church, but are aware that a huge 
amount of caring goes on quietly by many members of our congregation.  

 

The Caring Group also support and receive financial assistance from Keep Fit & Yoga. 
Come along and enjoy these groups and at the same time support the caring work .  

 

 

 

We continue to provide valuable services within our church community including -  

Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit ———— Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4----5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm,     

YogaYogaYogaYoga————Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30————4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm     



Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”    

    

                    Mr Henry Holywood, 57 Capelrig Drive  

 Mrs Lou Little, 31 Capelrig Drive 

 Mrs Mary Duncan, 18 Abercromby Place.  

 Mrs Mary Callaghan, 2 Glen Doll . 

 Mrs Elizabeth Furlong, 79 Ivanhoe 

 Mr. Alex Murray, 76 Mauchline. 

 Mr Jack Canavan, 71 Cleland Place  

    Mrs Catherine Whyte, 21 Jamieson Drive  

  

     

    

     

 

East Kilbride Moncreiff Parish 
Church of Scotland 

Charities Ref. No. SC016751 

The next issue 
will be  

Summer 2014 

CONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTER    

Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email.    moncreiff@hotmail.co.uk (New email address) 

Find Us On The Web 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web 
site in an expanded form, with more photographs, 
more graphics and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far 
where to find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not 
include a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :     www.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiff----messengermessengermessengermessenger 

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Parish Assistant: Agnes Tait 

Session Clerk: Margaret Jenkins 

Hon. Session Clerk: Matt Whyte 

Treasurer: Richard Gibson 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Fiona Lamont 

FWO Convenor: Tom McLeish 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Morag Hannah 

Church Officer: Robert  Gillespie 

 

  

Congratulations to Kirsteen  and David 
Kane.  Who recently celebrated their 
marriage in Moncreiff Church.  

Kirsteen is the daughter of our very 
own Minister Neil Buchanan.  

We wish them both every happiness for 
the future from everyone in Moncreiff 
Church. 

WeddingWeddingWeddingWedding 


