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Dates For Your Diary 

 

WinterWinterWinterWinter     

2013201320132013     

Christmas Services 

 
 Sunday 15th December - Family Christmas Gift Service (10.30 am.) 

 Sunday 22nd December - Morning Service (10.30 am.) 

 

 Christmas Eve 

 Tuesday 24th December - Family Service (7 pm) 
After the service please join with us for mulled wine, hot chocolate and mince pies. 

 

 Christmas Day 

 Tuesday 25th DECEMBER - Short Family Service (10.30 am.) 
 Meet in John Callaghan Hall for    Tea/Coffee  
prior to worship at 11 am. 

 

 Sunday 29th December -  

 Morning Service (10.30 am.) 
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A View From The Manse 
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Neil Buchanan 

 

Dear friends, 

 

As winter draws closer and the dark nights again begin to engulf us it be-
comes easy for us to retreat into ourselves and to mourn the passing of 
brighter days. Colder days and wetter weather can cause us to feel a little 
low and perhaps a wee bit sorry for ourselves. It's just as well then that 
we have lots of things to look forward to in the life of the Church!  

 

Who could argue that our Gift Sunday is not a wonderful day for celebrating the joy to be found on 
children's faces and for worshipping the God who made us all who sent Jesus into the world to be-
friend us? Or who could argue that the various parties and events and concerts which abound in this 
time of year do not have the power to lift our spirits and make our hearts feel glad? Good fellowship 
and the sense that we belong to one another are gifts which a loving God has given us to share. We 
are called by Him to look after one another : to encourage the downhearted, to visit the lonely, to 
tend those who are ill and pray for those who are sad or bereaved.  

 

Advent is a time of great hope. We prepare once again to hear to story of our faith, the wonderful 
truth that, in Jesus, God has visited His people. The Incarnation is a validation of our humanity re-
minding us that as God took on human flesh for us and that He remains interested in each one of us, 
that He considers that we are worthy of redeeming and that, by His power working in us, we can be 
more than conquerors of all that would knock us down or cause us to fall into sin. What a wonderful 
Saviour we have! We should fear nothing and embrace the future with excitement and joy.  

 

God has much for us to do if we will only open our eyes to see where He is leading us. I wish you every 
blessing in these coming days and ask that you might continue to peer through the darkness to see 
the glorious Light of God emerge in the person of Jesus. 

 

     Yours Aye, 

      Neil Buchanan. 



Third World Group 
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Barbara Graham 

 

 

News Letter 19th October 2013 

 

We have just had our first meeting of the session, owing to me being on holiday in 
September. We had £400 to distribute to various charities, ten in all so we divided 
it up, £40 each. We had a lot more appeals than that but they were all the same 
charities. We have a number of “Thank Yous” from the children and I have pinned 
them up on the notice board. 

Breadline wanted a container for a proper nursery school classroom and decent toilet facilities, normal things over 
here. 

Oxfam wanted money to protect 225 countries from floods. Others to help families fleeing from Syria, so it goes on. 

Anyway, I have to tell you that I am hoping to retire early next year. I have been involved with the third world group 
for 27 years now and feel it is now time to pass to someone a lot younger. 

Thank you once again for all your support. 

 

Barbara Graham. 

In Verse... 

 
Helen Grace 
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Life is like a book, volumes three 

The past, the present, the yet to be 

The past we have all blown away 

The present we’re learning day by day 

The yet to be we cannot see 

For only the Good Lord holds the key 
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Caring Group Family Social 

 

 
Chris McKenzie 

  

Although we hadn’t attended before, we had heard lots of good reviews of the family fun night, so we 
thought we would try to pop along.  The night itself was a great event, and the whole family loved it.  
Our daughter danced away with her friends to the Ceilidh music (even though she didn’t know any of 
the steps!) and giggled her way through the games.  Our littlest one (age 1) toddled around and danced 
in our arms. The hosts managed to keep everyone going throughout the night, and we had a fantastic 
time dancing and laughing with friends and others who we didn’t know so well.  The chance to get to 
chat to people at such an informal event was great, and we really got to know many people much better.  
The chip suppers went down a treat, and well done to the ‘chippy’ for delivering so many so quickly!  All 
in all, we had a fantastic evening and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.  The whole family went home smil-
ing, exhausted and with full stomachs! 

 

         Chris McKenzie 

 

 

The Caring Group Social 

By Grace McKenzie 

Quiz - Answers 

1 Turkey 
2 Hungary 
3 Tunisia 
4 Russia 
5 America 
6 India 
7 Iran 
8 Haiti 
9 Wales 
10 New Guinea 
 

11 Panama 
12 Faroes 
13 Sudan 
14 Korea 
15 Jamaica 
16 Thailand 
17 China 
18 Taiwan 
19 Greece 
20 Denmark 
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The Fundraising Group - Thank You For The Support 

 
Bill McDougall 

 

At a recent meeting on Church Finance the Fund Raising Group was able to donate the wonderful sum of 
£4,000 towards meeting the ongoing Church Fund commitments.  This once more highlights the sterling 
work of the Group and more importantly the fantastic support of the Members of the Congregation in 
contributing and supporting all the Fund Raising Events. 

 

 

 

Auction Night 

 

The Auction Night on Wednesday 30 October raised another £352.50 and our thanks are 
due to Malcolm Macintyre for his enthusiastic  and entertaining performance as the auc-
tioneer.  This was a new venture and although the turnout was disappointing, a big thanks 
to the Committee Members and those who attended and for raising more money in support 
of the Church and its Financial Commitments. 

 

Film Night 

 

WEDNESDAY 4 DECEMBER is the FILM NIGHT and featuring in the John Callaghan 
Hall that Christmas Blockbuster ‘  IT’S  A WONDERFUL LIFE’ starring James Stew-
art and Donna Reed.  Please support this ‘sherry and shortbread’ nostalgic evening at 
the Movies.  Cost of the Evening is £3.0 Adult £1.50 Child.  A good Fun night so come 
along for a night at the Movies’.  One performance only at 7pm. 

 

 

Phoenix Choir ‘Christmas Concert’  

 

A big Fundraiser for the Church is the Annual Phoenix Choir ‘Christmas 
Concert’ in the Church on SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER at 7.30 pm.   Tickets 
cost £5.0 and will be on sale from Committee members and the Church 
office in the coming weeks. This will be a special Christmas Concert in the 
run up and preparation for Christmas and is an important date for your 
diaries. 

 

 

 

Again A BIG THANK YOU to all the members of the Congregation and their friends for supporting the 

work of the FUND RAISING GROUP. 
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The Girls Brigade 

 
Suzanne Bennie    

 

Earlier this year, the four uniformed organisations, GB, BB, Scouts and Guides were tasked with de-

signing a badge which members could work towards in conjunction with the Commonwealth Games being 

held in Glasgow in 2014.  The competition began and members throughout Glasgow submitted their de-

signs and finally a winner was chosen, a Boys’ Brigade member and this is the final result: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
All members are now working towards gaining this pin badge which they can wear on their uniform dur-
ing 2014.  Our girls are learning a bit about the Commonwealth games, Commonwealth member countries 
and taking part in various sporting activities.  As well as this there are joint activities including a Carol 
Service on Sunday 8 December which GB are organising and the camp in May at Auchengillan which is 
being organised by the Scouts. 
 

I don’t know about the other organisations but our girls in the GB are enjoying working towards this 
badge and more importantly, looking forward to achieving and wearing it. 
 

In the next couple of weeks the girls are going to enjoy making a Christmas banner which we hope to 
take to the Carol Service on 8 December where it’ll be put on show with many others to create a col-
ourful display. 
 

As well as all of this, the girls are looking forward to their Christmas activities and hoping for a visit 
from a very special person! 
 

 

    Merry Christmas to you all 
                 Suzanne Bennie 
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Short Notes 

 
 

 

 

I would like to say a very sincere “Thank You” to everyone for the many cards & good wishes, also the gifts I received on my special birthday. 

To the girls from the fund raising group, for the beautiful bouquet of flowers they sent to me . Also to  the ladies of the guild. I thank you. 

I was overwhelmed by everyone’s kind-ness. 

  Jess Munn 

 

Just a wee note to say thanks for all the 

cards and good wishes from the people of 

Moncreiff as I left to continue my studies 

at Aberdeen University. I have settled 

well and I’m enjoying my course. 

Looking forward to coming home for 

Christmas and seeing everyone 

again. 

       Catriona McKinnon  

 

After my cancer operation I would 

like to thank Rev Neil Buchanan 

and everyone at Moncreiff Church 

for their thoughts and kind wishes 

at a very worrying time. 

It was comforting to know that so 

many people were thinking of me 

and Norrie and I appreciated your 

kindness and concern. 

 

 
Yours Sincerely 

 
 

Georgie Lamont. 

 

 
I just want to express my thanks to 

the Rev Buchanan for his kind words 

at my Uncle Graham Dickson's fu-

neral and to the congregation for the 

flowers delivered to his Sister, Rae. 

 

 
Ian A MacLean 
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Introducing….. 

 
Claire Herbert 

 
I would like to thank all those members of the congregation who have made me feel most welcome 
during my first few weeks. Now, through the pages of your magazine, I would like to introduce my-
self formally.  
 
My name is Claire Herbert and I am your new enquirer at Moncreiff. I am currently in year one of a 
theology degree at Glasgow University. Your Church will be my placement for the coming six months, 
where I will be observed and assessed in the field. This is so the review panel can make recommenda-
tions as to my suitability for the ministry of Deacon. 
 
During my time with you at Moncreiff I will work closely with Agnes and observe community work and 
pastoral visitation. Rev Buchanan will oversee and assess my role in worship and intellectual develop-
ment. As I journey with the church family at Moncreiff I will be reflecting on God’s call and my gifts 
for the ministry of Diaconate. 

I have not travelled far, as my home Church is the Old Parish in East Kilbride village. I am a wife and 
mother of four. I was running my own business offering holistic treatment and teaching reflexology 
when God called me to his service. It has been a process of change for my family, who were used to 
the business being run from home and having mum always on hand. I have found myself back in the 
realms of academia but this time not as the teacher as the pupil. I believe the journey that God has 
for my life will be made clearer in my time at Moncreiff and I look forward to working closely with 
you all. 

It is a blessing to be placed with an experienced ministry team in Rev Buchanan and Agnes Tait. The 
warmth and generosity shown by all at Moncreiff is an encouragement. Please feel free to talk to me 
or my mentors about any areas you observe. The Lord will speak through those I am placed with. I 
ask that you keep me and my family in your prayers as we walk with God. 

 

      Yours in Gods love, 

2nd Saturday of Every Month 
(10am—12 Noon) 

Tables £5 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966)/Liz Craig (221412) 
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It’s Only Words? 

 
Marion McInally 

WORDS 
 
Words can say so many things 
Words we’d like to share, 
Words for when we’re feeling good, 
Words to show we care, 
Words to reach out to a friend, 
Words that say we’re there. 
 
Words can be misunderstood 
Words in conversation, 
Words without a second thought 
Words born of frustration, 
Words that leave our lips too soon 
Words of aggravation. 
 
Words can be a weapon 
Words that cut so deep, 
Words that wield an awesome power, 
Words that make us weep, 
Words can be as sharp as knives, 
Words whose scars we keep. 
 
Words can also ease the pain, 
Words bring consolation, 
Words express a thought quite new 
Words of revelation, 
Words can say the things we feel 
Words of inspiration. 
 
Words can light our footsteps 
Words we speak with love, 
Words from deep down in our hearts 
Words flying like a dove 
Words that from a bridge for us 
Words to God above. 
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Krafty Kirk - Our Journey Through Advent 

 
Tara Smith 

The third 'Krafty Kirk' took place on Sunday the 3rd of No-
vember and our theme was 'Preparing for a Special Visitor-the 
journey through advent'. 

This relatively recent venture for the church had several new 
fans join them this time including my daughter, April and my-
self. After a welcome and songs with Neil the fun and games 
began. 

 

Two 'vulnerable' looking ladies were recruited to be 'Dressed for Winter' by 
two teams. The results of the dressing-up relay race can be seen below (photo)- 
definitely not London Fashion Week! Anyone recognise them? 

 

Next up, the 'Camel Dash' (wheelbarrow munch) another relay this time wheel-
barrow-style. The unfortunate camels/wheelbarrows had to stick their faces 
into jam, then cream and finally rice-crispies. Whilst the craziest of the Krafty 
Kirkers got literally 'stuck-in', April and Millie being the discerning little ladies 
that they are, opted for a more gentile 'piggy-back' race! 

 

 

The 'We're going on a journey' treasure hunt found us searching through the 
church frantically solving clues to find the gifts Jesus brings us. Some of us 
were falling over ourselves to get there as the competitive streaks kicked in, 
all in good spirit. 

 

The ever popular crafts followed with tree-top angels, festive jingle bells 
aplenty and tasty star biscuits to decorate. April had to make sure she made 
one of everything! 

 

 

Appetites now well fuelled, dinner was a fabulous feast of  hearty hot pastas, salads, and crusty bread. 
Children and grown-ups alike showed the ladies their appreciation by swiftly clearing their plates before 
moving on to the selection of cakes. 

Our night was rounded off with songs, prayer and thanks. 

 

 

April and I had a really fun night, she's already asking 'when can we go again?'. So if any of you were 
thinking of joining us for the next Kraft Kirk I would highly recommend it! 

A big thank you from all us Krafty Kirkers to Alison, Karen, Neil, Ewen, Agnes and Marion, as well as all 
the ladies who produced our feast, for creating a such a great night and making us all feel so welcome in 
the church family.  
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The Fundraising Group - Moncreiff Calendar Photo Competition 
 Bill McDougall 

 

 

 

     Winter 

     Spring 

      Summer 

      Autumn 

The Fundraising Group is intending to publish a Moncreiff Calendar for 2015.  

The calendar will be made up of 12 Calendar Month Photographs from Members of the 
Congregation. 

The selection process of all entries will take place when all the photographs are exhib-
ited over a weekend in mid-September 2014 (Date to be confirmed) when visitors to the 
exhibition will be invited to vote for their favourite pictures. 

Entries are invited in the following categories:- 

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 

i. Entry to the competition is free. 
ii. Photographs should be in colour , measure 10'' x 8'' (or equivalent) and not mounted 
iii. The subjects should be of Scottish places/ people/ situations/wildlife or flora. 
iv. Photographs of children may not be included without the written consent of 

 parents/ guardians. 
v. Entry forms may be downloaded/collected, then submitted to either
 www.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/photographic-competition/, 
 or to Moncreiff Parish Church office between January & 10 August 2014. 
vi. Each photograph should be accompanied by a completed entry form (photocopies acceptable). 
vii. Photographs received after 10 August will not be entered into the competition. 
viii. Entry into the competition is deemed to be permission for use of photographs in the calendar or any 
 other future church publicity or fundraising material. 
 
 The photographs will be exhibited during a weekend in September and visitors to the  exhibition will be 
 invited to vote for their favourite pictures. 
 
 The winning pictures will be included in a Calendar and other fund-raising material which will be sold for 
 church funds. 
 

MONCREIFF PARISH CHURCH PHOTO COMPETITION 2014 ENTRY FORM 

 

Name  ………………………………………………………………. 

Address  …………………………………………………………….  

Phone  ……………………………………………….. 

Email address……………………………………………………………… 

PHOTOGRAPH 

 

Category  ………………………………………. 

Title  ………………………………………………………………. 

When/ where taken  ………………………………………………... 

 

 

Signature……………………..      Date  …………………………. 



Quiz Duo Lindsay and McDougall Exposed As Frauds ! 

 
Anonymous 
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On Friday 25th October 2013 Douglas Lindsay and Bill McDougall were guests of the Reverend Marnie    
Johnston at a Quiz Night at Kinning Park Church, Glasgow. 

 

A question round on ‘Scottish Numbers’ featured a question on the number of Underground stations in the 
Glasgow Underground.  This same question has been asked within Moncreiff Church and the West Kirk in 
East Kilbride during the last 5 years – with the answer according to ‘Lindsay and McDougall’ being 14. 

 

You’re ‘ NO RIGHT’ exclaimed a woman from Kinning Park when the answers were being given by Douglas 
Lindsay with every confidence as he named the 14 Stations.   

‘WHAT ABOUT SHIELDS ROAD -  THE CORRECT ANSWER IS 15 STATIONS’ 

‘Lindsay and McDougall’ appeared taken aback before they conceded that they had indeed forgotten 
Shields Road and thereafter the scores were altered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This has serious repercussions for Teams who have competed at previous quizzes in Moncreiff and the 
West Kirk and has prompted an enquiry at the highest level to check all quiz questions and answers. 

At a hastily arranged Press Conference held in McDougall’s Car after the event a decision was agreed that 
there will be no ‘retrospective’ alteration to any previous winners at Moncreiff and the West Kirk. 

 

Notwithstanding this public humiliation the Quiz at Kinning Park Church was an excellent evening and the 
Reverend Marnie Johnston and Church Members hosted a beautiful Tea midway through the competition 
with ‘Cherry Cake’ to die for.  (Luckily the Tea was supplied before the exposure of Shields Road.) 

A super night with good Kirk folk from Kinning Park and Mosspark Churches sharing Christian values in a 
friendly, welcoming and fun loving atmosphere. 

 

NB    A quiz on Monday 4 November at the West Kirk in East Kilbride will be scrutinised by ‘Independent’ 
observers to assess the competence of both ‘Lindsay and McDougall’ before the  

Moncreiff Quiz on Saturday 22 February 2014. 

 

NB  :-   NEITHER LINDSAY NOR McDOUGALL WERE AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT FOLLOWING THIS INCIDENT. 

McDougall Lindsay 
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Our girls returned happy from summer break delighting us with news 
of how their actions were in keeping with their Brownie Promise.  Two 
girls returned sporting new short hair styles after donating their long 
locks for charity, another sold homemade perfume to family and 

friends with proceeds going to Cancer Research, while another made a card for Prince George and re-
ceived a letter and photograph from the Palace! 

 

 No sooner had the term started we were already enjoying a full programme.  A trip to the Ice 
Rink challenged some Brownies who had not mastered the skill of skating, while those more proficient 
helped their fellow Brownies.  With very few falls we are eager to arrange a repeat trip in the future.  
Outside of our usual Wednesday night meetings found us enjoying the church’s service of dedication to 
the organizations.  As ever, Brownies are always working towards Interest Badges and this term is no ex-
ception.  The Brownies have already achieved their Brownie Skills badge and shall complete the Seasons 
badge over several weeks.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to our Ceramics night, our Chocolate Challenge Sleepover, Thanksgiving Celebra-
tions, Christmas craft and Christmas party before the end of the year.  How fast 2014 is approaching and 
how excited we are to welcome it in, for 2014 sees the Brownies celebrating throughout the year our ‘Big 
Birthday’ centenary year. 

 

 We will leave you with the good news that come January we are re-opening our waiting list and we 
wish to invite girls aged 7 - 11 years to come along on a Wednesday night, 6 - 7:30 pm! 
 

6th East Kilbride Brownies 

 
Fiona Paterson 

Christmas is less than four weeks away so why not do your shopping using our links to Amazon and Easy-

fundraising. Go onto our church website, www.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk click on the links to 

Amazon or Easyfundraising and shop as normal. 

Help us raise funds for free when you shop online 
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Marion Morton 

 
Douglas Lindsay 

Billy Johnstone 

 

I advise you all of the passing of Marion Morton on September 11th 2013, at the age of 78 years.  

She is survived by her husband, Rev. Dr. Andrew Morton, two sons, and two daughters. 

 

Marion Morton was Lady of the Manse here in Moncreiff in the exciting days of the move of the congregation 
from the village to our present site, and many today remember her with deep affection. 

She was an English teacher in Eastwood, Woodside and Drumchapel, then in two schools in London, before finally 
becoming principle teacher in Camelon High School in Falkirk. 

 

In 1995 she was elected as a Councillor for the Fountainbridge area of Edinburgh City Council, became the city’s 
Licensing Convener in 1998, head of the Race and Equality sub-committee set up in Edinburgh following the murder 
down south of Stephen Lawrence, and eventually became deputy provost in 2003. 

We give thanks for all that she did for good here and in so many other areas, and pray for God to comfort those 

who miss her most. 

 

Billy Johnstone (a former elder in Moncreiff) recently passed away aged 62, after an eight-month battle with brain 
cancer. Billy was a very special person who gave his very best for Moncreiff, particularly in the bible class, where he 
influenced many young people, some of whom have gone on to be elders in our church.   

 

Billy  was a rare human being and a true friend. He made friends easily - he had a wonderful ability to be at home 
with people, and accept people the way they were. That, coupled with a wonderful sense of humour, with his legen-
dary stories which were embellished every time he told them, made time spent with Billy an absolute joy. He was also 
a man whose love and concern for others inspired and encouraged many people throughout his life. 

 

He was brought up in Easterhouse and attended Wellhouse Primary School and Cranhill Secondary School. On leaving 
school he worked in gents tailors shops and various sales roles before returning to formal education many years 
later. He graduated from Paisley University with a BA (Hons.) in Applied Social Studies in 1995. 

 

He married Gwen, his wife and soulmate, in St Mary's Parish Church in Motherwell and they set up home in East Kil-
bride. Billy was an elder and bible class teacher in Moncreiff Parish Church for many years. In 1993 he joined the 
Quakers and was soon heavily involved in the organisation, sitting on various committees, and acting as an elder and 
overseer. 

He also did a lot of voluntary work for a number of organisations, and for many years he was chairman of Loaves and 
Fishes (a charity about which he was passionate) that provides food and clothing for the homeless. 

 

When work commitments led Billy and Gwen to Tarbert, they lived in a beautiful house overlooking Loch Fyne, where 
they loved to spend time visiting friends and relatives. During his nine years there Billy immersed himself in the local 
community by joining the Fyneside Drama Group in Ardrishaig, starting the mid-Argyll Link Club for people with 
learning difficulties and a local meeting for people with addiction problems. 

Billy and Gwen returned to live in the Glasgow area when he moved to work as a mental health officer for West Dun-
bartonshire Council based at Clydebank. He took early retirement in February 2012, and enjoyed spending time bowl-
ing, cooking and meeting friends. 

But there was much more to Billy. It was both in his own time and in his work that Billy touched the lives of so many.  

Gwen Johnstone and Ian Sharp 
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During Billy's Quaker funeral, which was attended by a large number of his friends and family, including many people  

he had helped through difficulties in their lives, the following tributes were made: 

 

The Rev David Currie said: "Billy Johnstone was a man of impeccable character with a heart of gold, and I am proud 
to say, my best pal. One of the hobbies Billy and I had in common was running. We joined East Kilbride Athletic Club 
and ran the 1985 Glasgow Marathon- after putting in more than 1000 miles of training we were rewarded with best 
times not far off the three-hour mark! He was rightly chuffed to bits. 

"The Christian faith was really important for Billy - he wasn't one of those people who just talked the talk, Billy 
walked the walk. He expressed his love for Jesus and his faith in God in many ways - through his gentle, genuine and 
caring nature and attending faithfully his Quakers' Meeting for Worship." 

 

Denis Curran, the current chairman of Loaves & Fishes, also paid tribute to Billy. He was a remarkable man, he said, 
who gave to others in an unsung way. He once arranged a caravan holiday at Lochgilphead for four homeless men and 
organised annual Christmas dinners for vulnerable people in Lochgilphead and Glasgow. He also began the Christmas 
food parcels and children's toys deliveries in East Kilbride. The first year 30 parcels were given out; in 2011 it was 
700. 

 

According to Arthur Brooking, a friend, this generosity was typical of Billy - he was always helping others in need. 
"One memory that will stay with me," says Arthur, "was when I visited him in hospital just after he had brain surgery. 
He asked for his phone so that he could phone a few friends to make sure they were alright. He was always more con-
cerned about others than himself." 

A Quaker friend said: "His spirit will surely live on in the consciousness of people whose life he has touched". 

 

 

Jesus Loves Me 

 Helen Grace 

Yes, Jesus loves me… 

 

When the nights are dark and long, 
In my heart He puts a song.  

Telling me in words so clear,  

"Have no fear, for I am near." 

 

Yes, Jesus loves me… 

 

When my work on earth is done, 
And life's victories have been won. 
He will take me home above,  

Then I'll understand his love. 

 

Yes, Jesus loves me… 

 

I love Jesus, does he know?  

Have I ever told Him so?  

Jesus loves to hear me say,  

That I love him every day. 

 

Yes, Jesus loves me... 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 
Though my hair is white as snow. 
Though my sight is growing dim, 
Still He bids me trust in him. 

 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  

The Bible tells me so. 

 

Though my steps are oh, so slow, 
With my hand in his I'll go. 

On through life, let come what may, 
He'll be there to lead the way. 

 

Yes, Jesus loves me… 

 

Though I am no longer young, 

I have much which He's begun.  

Let me serve Christ with a smile, 
Go with other's the extra mile. 

 



Our Summer In Norway 

 
Douglas Lindsay 
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We enjoyed the peace of Olden on a glorious sunny day, the bustle of Bergen, and the Fjords themselves which 
were breathtaking. 

 

 Yet most of all we were uplifted by the Sunday teatime act of worship. Around 120 attended and there was a 
singularly high proportion of men. We were lead most sensitively by three crew members, and how uplifting to 
hear that numbers are forever creeping upwards at these services. 

Now four months in the past, but vivid and fresh in our minds and hearts. We are so grateful to God for enabling 
us to share such a wonderful experience. 

The Summer of 2013 saw a long time dream realised when, along with three 
others from Moncreiff, we sailed in some of the Norwegian fjords. 

A host of memories are still fresh in our minds. Visiting two beautiful Lu-
theran  churches, one in Ålesund, one in Florø : Hearing the superb organs in 
each: being welcomed in the vestibule in English by two such gracious people, 
one a gentleman of our own vintage, one a tall young teenager. The gentleman 
had just returned from a holiday in Scotland based in Cambuslang. “ Did we 
know where that was?” he asked! 

 

 Travelling on the Flam railway which is only 20Km long, yet in that brief dis-
tance it rises nearly 860 metres. We did not see the singing wood nymph, but 
we did see that incredible water fall in Kjosfossen – incredible! 

Water Fall in Kjosfossen  

Faithbuilders - Preparing For Christmas 

 

The children and leaders of Faithbuilders have been busy over the last few weeks rehearsing their 
singing and learning their lines for our Nativity Play for this year’s gift service on Sunday 15th 
December. This year we will be performing “A Midwife Crisis” The children and congregation are encouraged to bring a 
gift along to the service. The gifts will go to Glasgow City Mission for distribution. Suggested gifts are along the fol-
lowing lines: 

 

• Sleeping Bags 

•  Ladies / Men’s deodorant, shaving foam and razors, shower gel / shampoo combined. 

• New men’s underwear and new thermal vests (sizes small, medium and large only). 

• New ladies underwear (small, medium and large). 

• New ladies / men’s hats, scarves, gloves and socks. 

We look forward to seeing you all there, and sharing worship at this special time of year. 

 

We are also looking forward to our Christmas party, which takes place on Saturday 21st December 2-4pm for Funday 
Club and Crosswalk departments. Also on the same night a movie/pizza night for YoYo. Details and tickets available 
from Faithbuilders Leaders. 



Countries of The World -  Quiz 
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Mary McRitchie 

 

1 A popular bird at Christmas 
 
2 In need of a good meal 
 
3 Where the melody is 
 
4 Hurry the lady 
 
5 A happy mongrel 
 
6 Not out darling 
 
7 I did not walk 
 
8 Between 79 and 81 
 
9 Mournful sounds 
 
10 Not the old 21 shillings 
 
11 A hat for hot weather 
 
12 Sounds Egyptian 
 
13 Prosecute little Daniel 
 
14 You take this up when you start work 
 
15 Did you force her to go? 
 
16 Where neck wear began 
 
17 This shop is not for bulls 
 
18 What you do with shoes that have lost a lace. 
 
19 Stains your clothes 
 
20 Spot shows lion’s lair. 

 

Answers on Page 4 
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The Jubilee Group    
Alison McKinnon    

The Jubilee Group was formed around a year and a half ago at the request of the Kirk Session to look at the possi-
bility of making changes and upgrading of our current buildings.  The group is made up of representatives from the 
Kirk Session, Congregational board, general congregation and younger members of our Church.  

We continue to meet regularly to consider the next steps for our Congregation regarding the future of our build-
ings. We find ourselves in a position where our Church buildings are nearly 60 years old and with those come prob-
lems with inefficient heating systems, inadequate insulation and poor access not to mention the ongoing day to day 
repairs for leaking roofs and general maintenance. 

 

Hopefully you will all be aware that an architect was appointed by the Jubilee Group, on behalf of the congregation 
to draw up a selection of options for changes to our buildings, ranging from general upgrade of our current build-
ings to complete new build. Following initial feedback from a small number of the Congregation, the architect has 
been approached once again to provide a plan and costing for a phased new build, allowing us to keep part of the 
buildings during construction of a new Sanctuary which means that we can continue to meet and Worship as a Con-
gregation. The cost of this work was met by a grant from the Church of Scotland General Trustees, and a copy of 
these options is now available, along with costs, to view in the vestibule of the Church. All of these options come 
with a significant cost and this will have implications for us as individuals, as a Congregation and as a community.  

 

The Jubilee Group, having considered all the options and following much discussion now recommend that the best 
way forward would be to choose a new build option and this recommendation has been supported by the Kirk Ses-
sion and the Congregational Board.  Although this is our recommendation, it is important to realise no decision has 
been made as to what option to proceed with, and this will very much be a decision that we as a Congregation will 
need to make. 

 

We are fortunate to have had the use of very substantial buildings over the years but now find ourselves at a 
cross road in the life of our Church and the decisions we make will have a lasting impact on the future of Mon-
creiff here in Calderwood. 

It is hoped to have a meeting of the Congregation in the New Year to discuss the way forward and make a decision 
as to what and where we want our Church to be, and I would ask that over the next few months you would give this 
decision your prayerful consideration.  This journey will truly be a ‘leap of Faith’ and I would hope that we could 
trust God to show us the best way forward for Moncreiff. 

Drawing by Jim McGivern 



Morning Worship — On Tape 

Every Sunday morning, our service is recorded on Audio Tape. 

If you,  or someone you know would like to receive copies from time to 
time or regularly, please tell your Elder or speak to Anne (239966) or 
contact the Church Office (223328).  

Caring Group— Can We Help You ? 
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Transport  

Hospital Visits/Appointments  - Contact Bert Waddell 

Visiting 

Church Transport  - Contact Alison McKinnon 

Nursing Homes/House Bound - Contact Irene Hudson 

Bereavement - Contact Aileen Borthwick 

Flowers 

Flower Fund - Contact Sheila Peberdy 

Distribution of Church Flowers - Contact Fiona Docherty 

Let’s Celebrate 

Flowers/Cards for Special Occasions - Contact Alison McKinnon 

 

The Caring Group continue their work within the church, but are aware that a huge 
amount of caring goes on quietly by many members of our congregation.  

 

The Caring Group also support and receive financial assistance from Keep Fit & Yoga. 
Come along and enjoy these groups and at the same time support the caring work .  

 

 

 

We continue to provide valuable services within our church community including -  

Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit ———— Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4----5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm,     

YogaYogaYogaYoga————Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30————4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm     



Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”    

    

                    Mrs M. Harvey, 1 McCallum Place 

 Mr A. Whyte, 86 Quebec Drive.  

 Mrs I Meikle, 16 Angus Avenue.  

 Mrs J Livingston, 71 North Berwick Cres. 

 Mr. G Wilson, 11 Gibbon Cres. 

 Mr. A Brown, 17 Findhorn Place. 

 Mrs. L McPherson, 6 Mowbray 

  

 Baptisms:Baptisms:Baptisms:Baptisms:    

    

    Ailsa Kay McKenzie, 53 Clelland Place 

 Olivia Wilson, 18 Gourlay 

 Eva Beth Kay, 82 Cantieslaw Drive 

 Matilda Ester Kay, 82 Cantieslaw Drive 

 Alistair Scott Anderson, 21 Mungo Park 

 

East Kilbride Moncreiff Parish 
Church of Scotland 

Charities Ref. No. SC016751 

The next issue 
will be  

Spring 2014 

CONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTER    

Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email.    moncreiff@hotmail.co.uk (New email address) 

Find Us On The Web 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web 
site in an expanded form, with more photographs, 
more graphics and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far 
where to find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not 
include a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :     www.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiff----messengermessengermessengermessenger 

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Parish Assistant: Agnes Tait 

Session Clerk: Margaret Jenkins 

Hon. Session Clerk: Matt Whyte 

Treasurer: Richard Gibson 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Alan Scott 

FWO Convenor: Tom McLeish 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Morag Hannah 

Church Officer: Robert  Gillespie 

 

  

 Choir Christmas Coffee Morning 

Saturday 14th December 

10 - 12pm  

(Tickets available from Choir members or Church Office) 


