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A Date For Your Diary 

Organizations Dedication Service - 8'' September 2013 

 

This year we are hoping to revive the practice of all church organisa-
tions, and those who are involved in the life of the church in general, to 
come together at the beginning of a new session to look forward in faith 
and hope to all the new session will bring. It would be expected that uni-
formed organisations would come in uniform and sit together with their 
leaders. It will be a family service with the emphasis on praise and dedi-
cation. A good turnout is anticipated. 

 

 Please let the church secretary know numbers so that seats 
can be reserved for your organisation. 
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A View From The Manse 
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Neil Buchanan 

Dear friends, 

 

As part of a period of study leave a number of years ago I went on a sponsored walk on behalf of St An-

drews Hospice with a group of about 30 people to Santiago de Compostela in Spain. I did not know any of 
my travelling companions before I started but by the end of the walk I had made a whole group of new 

friends! It's amazing how well you get to know people when you walk beside them on a journey with a pur-

pose. Each individual had their own reason for being there. For some it was a way of giving thanks to the 

hospice and a little something back for the care that had been given to a relative or friend in their time of 

need. Others, like me, had responded to an advertising campaign which had sought to alert us to the cost of 

running the hospice on a week to week basis. We agreed to raise over £2000 each through sponsorship and 

by walking sections of the Camino from Porto in Portugal up into Santiago in Northern Spain, a trek of over 

120km. 

By the end of the journey each of us felt that we had achieved something significant which would help to 

support people who were in real need of the wonderful care that the hospice provides for people with ter-

minal illnesses. Though I read a lot of books and wrote a substantial theological treatise during my period 

of study leave, l learned more of value on that short pilgrimage than I could have learned from over 1000 

books! For where people are united in a purpose which is altruistic and which shares something of each per-

son's individual gifts and talents for the common good, we see something which is of God and which re-

flects the love of Christ for us all. On the journey, differences in denomination and theological understand-

ing didn't matter at all, what mattered was that we journeyed together and shared a sense of common pur-

pose. 

In some ways we are all on a spiritual journey together within 

the life of the church. I am walking beside you here in Mon-

creiff for part of the route and am getting to know you as 

friends and companions. Whether the journey is long or short 

we will hopefully help one another in every way that we can so 

that we will share a sense of purpose and fulfilment in mis-

sion and outreach. 

God has plans for each our lives which we will discover as we 

travel onwards. We know that He wants us to grow in faith 

and in love not just for our own benefit, as a church, but so 

that we will see signs of His Kingdom breaking through in the 

lives of others who live around us in the parish and beyond. I 

am truly grateful that I have been given the privilege of min-

istering to you all and look forward in faith with you to all that God will do among us as we put our lives into 

His hands and trust in Him for all our future needs. May He direct our eyes, along the pathway of life, al-

ways toward our Master and our Friend, Our Lord Jesus Christ, so that in our words and actions we may 

reflect His goodness and grace which is at work within each and every one of us and helps us to live and to 

develop as He would want us to, for His Glory, now and always. 

 

May God Bless you on your journey through life, Yours Aye, 

        Neil Buchanan. 



4th East Kilbride Boys Brigade - Queen’s Badge 
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Craig Moran 

On Thursday the 23rd of May, four boys from our own BB company, the 4th East Kil-

bride, achieved the BB's highest ranking award.  

Jordan Duncan, George Hillis, Ross Paterson and I were awarded the Queens badge at 

the city chambers in Glasgow along with over 80 other boys from the Glasgow battalion 

of the Boy's Brigade. 

 

We started the evening by marching through the streets of Glasgow lead by the Glas-

gow battalion pipe band. The evening consisted of opening devotions by Rev Howard Hudson, and an address 

by the guest speaker by Rt. Hon Frank Mulholland QC, Lord advocate. It was at this point in the night that 

the four of us were given the Queen's Badge after our long road to it. There was also a presentation on 

the profile of the Queen's Badge by Cameron McLaughlin from the 5th Glasgow company and myself. This 

outlined what work we had to do to get the award. The work we have done to get to this point started two 

years ago, after completing our Presidents Badge. 

 

First on our list was a leadership course, which took place on two days. Since then, we have had to volun-

teer for thirty hours or above in the Church or Brigade and another thirty or above hours in the commu-

nity. On top of this we have had to develop or improve a skill or physical activity, as well as taking part in 

an expedition. The final requirement for completing the Queen's Badge course was attending a residential 

weekend, with others who were working towards their Queen's Badge, at the Auchengillan Outdoor Centre. 

All of this was written up in a record book and sent away to the Battalion to be marked before a decision 

was made on whether or not we had achieved our badge. 

 

All of us in the 4th BB company felt that it was hard work to achieve the Queen's Badge, but an excellent 

accomplishment. We had a great night at the City Chambers with our families and our Captain, Mrs Chris-

tine Anderson. 

(Left to right) Ross Paterson, George Hillis, Christine Anderson, Craig Moran, Jordan Duncan  
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All Change! 

 
Marion  McInally 

  
 

Lord, I have a problem. 

You know me well, you know I am a creature of habit, 

I don’t like things to change. I like the status quo. 

I am not one of those who embrace change, who run to meet it with 

open arms. 

I don’t thrive on it like some folk do, I like the predictable. 

Moncreiff is my church and I know it and love it, 

I like knowing how it feels and looks, and  who meets in which halls. 

 

 

 

Our minister has a vision for Moncreiff in the years ahead, 

and it’s unsettling me. 

 

Like everyone else I have faced many changes in my life, 

I see the need to cope and adjust when things happen, 

But, do we really need to cause things to happen? 

Do we need to create change, meet the challenge facing us? 

What challenge? Who set that challenge? 

Can’t we jog along like we always have? 

 

Dear Lord, it’s just in my heart I don’t want things to change, 

In my brain I know that to stand still is to stagnate – 

Even the river beds and the mountains that are the backbone of our land are changing daily – 

Infinitely small variations day by day all down the years. 

Like Tennyson said ‘the old order changeth, yielding place to new 

And God fulfils himself in many ways’ 

If it wasn’t so we would be worshipping a rigid concret God 

Instead of a vibrant living God, 

Who trusts us with the future of this small part of His Universal  Church. 

 

Lord, help me to be open to whatever lies ahead. 

Take away the negative impulses – it’s so much easier to take the disapproving line. 

Help me to become a willing part of the future of Moncreiff. 

 

Show me the way to go, 

And please, Lord, give me the courage to go there. 
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The Table Top Sale 

 Liz Craig 

The Jubilee Group 

 
Allan Scott 

We are a number of individuals who make up what is known as the Jubilee Group.  It con-

sists of a varied selection of elders, members and young people of Moncreiff. 

We want to share with you all that is happening at the moment. The focus of the group 

has been to work out the potential of the building and how we use it and how we can im-

prove it.  

It was decided to commission a feasibility study and we interviewed three architects. All companies had 

extensive experience in church developments. Raymond Angus was unanimously chosen to carry out the 

aforementioned study and meetings and site visits have been carried out. Funding for this phase is in 

place. 

We wish to know the views of all friends and family here in Moncreiff. Comment slips are available in 

the vestibule of the church and can be placed in the box beside them. 

This is an exciting and challenging time for everyone as we plan for the future of our church both now 

and the short and long-term future.. Please come on this journey and participate by using a comments 

slip to assist the group by letting us know your views. We have had a meeting with the organisations in 

our church and their views will also be taken into account. 

Any changes in relation to our building will affect everyone. Please take this opportunity to think of the 

best way to enhance our church. 

Table Top sales have been taking place one Saturday morning each month for the last six months. It is 

possible to book a table for £5.00 and sell handcrafts, foods or some of the multitude of things that you 

have stored in your cupboards and never use. 

Each month, through the table top rents and coffees and teas sold, the Fund Raising Group has made 

over £50.00 to add to money being made for our church. 

The Table Top Sales will start again in September so please come along and join us, buy something, or 

just have a tea and toast. 

2nd Saturday of Every Month 
(10am—12 Noon) 

Tables £5 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966)/Liz Craig (221412) 



Page 6 Moncrei f f  Messenger  

Smile International 

 
Gemma Dearie    

As anyone who was at the Girls’ Brigade display this year will 

know, I am going to Gjakova in Kosovo this July with Smile 

International. Smile has been working in Kosovo for ten years 

now and this is the fifth year that young woman have gone 

from Girls’ Brigade.  

Kosovo was destroyed in war and has still not recovered. A large percentage of the population 

are now widows with a very low income. Our team will be running summer clubs for schools and 

local Girls’ Brigade companies which are very similar to the holiday clubs here. The children 

will play games with us and do some crafts. At home they will never even get to colour in or 

draw as the entire household income will be spent on food. In Britain children take drawing so 

much for granted, and often don’t appreciate it at all when they have so much technology to 

entertain them. We will also be visiting widows and do some DIY for them in their homes as 

they don’t have anyone to help then nor can they afford the materials required. We will also 

have a pamper night for the widows. Some of these women have never even seen nail polish 

never mind been pampered. On our days off we will visit the graves of the thousands of people 

who died in the war. Often the gravestone will have an entire family on them because they 

were all killed in the war in brutal attacks. We will also go swimming in a river and do some 

shopping.  

Everything is very cheap in Kosovo, a coffee shop style coffee is only 50 cents and here we’d 

think nothing of spending three pounds. In Kosovo, three pounds would feed a child for a 

month. I hope to give some money to a few of the people I meet there so any donations either 

in sterling or perhaps some euro coins you have lying around would be greatly appreciated. I’m 

also taking some craft materials and face wipes so donations of these would be very  helpful 

too. I will write another article with pictures when I’m home and if you would like to know 

more about this trip just speak to me any Sunday. 

The Guild 

Anne McIntyre 

Over the past year the Guild has been celebrating 125 years of the Guild movement and Moncreiff Guild is 

now 64 years old. 

We had another enjoyable year with a varied syllabus and raised a good amount for our project. Our outing, 

in May, to Dumfries House and Ayr was voted a success and we had sunshine! Next session begins in Octo-

ber on Tuesday evenings at 7.30 and new members, men and women are always welcome. There is something 

for everyone in our syllabus so please come along and try. 
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Short Notes 

 

 

 

Sincere thanks to Neil for his most beautiful Golden Wedding anniver-sary and rededication service con-ducted in the church on Saturday 4th May. 
 

Thanks also to the caring group and to Morag McDougall for beautiful flo-ral arrangements, to the ladies of the fundraising group for love and sup-port, and to so many members of Moncreiff for cards and good wishes.  

  

   Marjory and Douglas Lindsay 

I would like to take this  

opportunity to thank the church 

and Morag McDougal for  

bringing the beautiful flowers  for 

my wife on Sunday 5-05-13  

 

        M
any thanks. 

 

 
Elizabeth & Billy Donald 

 

We would both  like to thank members of 

the congregation for their good wishes, 

cards and gifts received on the occasion of 

their recent Ruby Wedding  

Anniversary.   

 
 

Thanks 
 

 
 

Morag And Sid Hanna  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all my friends for the flowers and 

cards which I received during my time 

in hospital. To Neil and Agnes for the 

comfort they bring by their visits. 

 

 
 

God Bless You All  

 
 

 
Lettie McKee 
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Quiz Time—Find 30 Books of The Bible 

 
Mary McRitchie 

Find as many books of the bible as you can in the script below. The first one is already done for you ie 
This is a most remarkable puzzle. = Amos.  Note that the answers can span over more than one word! 

 

There are 30 books to find in total - This is a difficult one - So Good Luck!! 

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an aeroplane seat pocket, on a 
flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much; he 
passed it on to his friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john 
boat. Another friend studied it while playing on his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so 
intrigued by it that she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the 
job of solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. 

There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people, however, will 
soon find themselves in a jam. Especially since the books are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, 
from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of 
them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty 
we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fundraising event, which featured 
this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi-Lemonade booth set a new sales record. 

The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one 
of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, “the books are right 
here in plain view, hidden from sight;"! Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations 
from those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that the books like Timothy and 
Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the 
middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to 
know the answers. Remember, there is no need for mad exodus, there are Several books of the Bi-
ble lurking somewhere in this article waiting to be found. 

Answers are on page 14 
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The Country Dance class has existed for many years and was started by Kitty 

and Donald Lyall in 1983 initially with 25 members. It was decided that the class 

would run from the 1st. week in September to the 1st week of May on a Thurs-

day evening between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. The fees at that time cost 30 pence 

which included tea and biscuits. 

Donald was a very good teacher, well organised, and at that time the class consisted of ladies only. He put 

up with no nonsense, (a man trying to teach ladies to dance is not an easy task). Then in 1998 after having 

taught the class for 15 years he became ill and died, he was dearly loved and we miss him very much. 

The class was then taken over by Kitty Lyall for a further six years, we always shared good friendship and 

it became a happy class. Kitty had a long illness but continued to take the class even when she was very ill. 

Sadly Kitty died in 2007. Kitty also served as an elder in the church. 

It was then taken over by Mary McNeil as teacher, Jean Roy as treasurer also Beth Harper and Margaret 

Cross Waite who organises tea and biscuits. We are a happy friendly class and still have a membership of 

40, average attendance 28 to 30 and for the past few years we now have men and women in the class. 

Jean Roy and Mary McNeil are the only 2 original members still attending the class since 1983. 

The class start again on the 5th of September and new members will be made welcome. 

Over the years we have had an annual dance with helpers from the church serving the food so that we 

could enjoy the dance. We also visited dances at Hopeton House and went to other local dances in East Kil-

bride and Hamilton. 

The Lord of The Dance 

 

The Scottish Bible Society 

 
Marjory Lindsay 

Thanks to a small table top sale plus various donations from kind and generous benefactors, the 

sum of £100 was taken to S.B.C. offices in Edinburgh. 

Also delivered were 31 obsolete mobile phones which will be sold and the money raised will be 

added  to the £100 and used to help with  some of the society's many projects, such as those we 

can see just now on our notice board. 

The interest and practical help of Moncreiff congregation is greatly appreciated by the S.B.S. 

and thanks are sent to all for continuing prayers and support. 

 

           

                                                Marjory Lindsay 
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The Girls Brigade 

 
Suzanne Bennie 

We had our annual display and presentation of awards at the end of April and to end the session we all at-

tended the Glasgow Division Fun Day at Auchengillan Outdoor Centre on 11 May. 

 

We arrived at the church at 8.30am on a cold, wet and miserable morning with the girls clad in winter 

clothing as well as waterproofs but it didn’t deter their enthusiasm. 

 

We left the church with a bus full of excited girls looking forward to what the day had in store and I 

think they were overwhelmed at meeting up with around 600 others from all over the Glasgow area. 

 

The activities went ahead in the rain and the girls were cold, wet and filthy but they were still smiling at 

the end of the day.  They talked about the ‘water walkerz’, the inflatable activities, the gyro cars and wall 

climbing on the way home but didn’t seem to mention the bad weather!!  The officers couldn’t wait to get 

home for baths and relax in front of the TV for the night but seeing the girls having such a good time 

makes it all worthwhile. 

 

This summer we are losing one of our young leaders, Catriona McKinnon who is heading off to Aberdeen 

University to study medicine.    She’ll be a great loss to the company but I’d like to take this opportunity 

to wish her every success with her studies. 

The Men’s Association 

 Tom McLeish 

The AGM of the Men's Association was held on Monday 6th May, 2013, with six members attending.  

Total membership now amounts to seven. 

As the average age of the members is rising each year, it is obvious that the Association 

cannot continue for much longer without a fair number of new members. 

I would therefore ask the men of the congregation to consider this between 

now and October when the new session starts on the first Monday of that 

month.  

     T McLeish. (Secretary/Treasurer.) 
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The Fundraising Group - Moncreiff Calendar Photo Competition 
 Bill McDougall 

 

 

 

      Winter 

      Spring 

      Summer 

      Autumn 

 

 

 .  

 

 

 

Subjects should be of Scottish Places/People/Situations/Wildlife or Flora and should be your own work. 

Photographs of children may not be included without the written consent of Parents/Guardians. 

 

Entry forms which should accompany every photograph, will be provided on paper or alternatively 

downloaded from our website – www.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk 

 

The winning pictures will be included in a calendar for 2015 and will be sold for Church funds. 

 

So, when on holiday or out and about, please remember the Competition and 

use your photographic skills to enter the competition and exhibition. 

 

 

 

Full explanation and rules will be published in the Church Website. 

Any questions about any aspects of the competition please contact: 

Bill McDougall, 238075 or John Lamont, 279262. 

• Photographs should be in colour,  

• They should measure 10” x 8” and not mounted,  

• They can also be submitted by email or via the website 

The Fundraising Group is intending to publish a Moncreiff Calendar for 2015.  

The calendar will be made up of 12 Calendar Month Photographs from Members 

of the Congregation. 

 

The selection process of all entries will take place when all the photographs are 

exhibited over a weekend in mid-September 2014 when visitors to the exhibi-

tion will be invited to vote for their favourite pictures. 

Entries are invited in the following categories:- 



Did I tell You...I ran a Marathon ? 

 
Susan Hillis 

In September 2012 I ran my 2nd half marathon 

and, having really enjoyed it, thought to my-

self, “I know, why not try a full marathon?”  I 

decided that was a great idea, especially as I’d 

be turning 40 in 2013 and wouldn’t it be nice to 

run a marathon before that?  Before I had the 

chance to change my mind, I logged into the 

computer and signed up for the 2013 Edinburgh 

Marathon. 

 

Why not indeed? Well, it only took a few days for 

the buzz of finishing the half marathon to wear 

off, and the reality of what I’d signed myself up 

for to sink in. Still, May 2013 was ages away; I’d 

worry about it nearer the time. I carried on going 

to the gym as normal and running 2 or 3 times a 

week, knowing that I’d start training properly in 

the New Year. 

 

Sadly, the New Year brought with it the devastat-

ing loss of my mum and of course, all thoughts of 

the marathon were forgotten.   However, as time 

went on, I knew it was time to start training.  Mum 

and Dad had both planned to come to Edinburgh to 

be there as I crossed the finish line and I wasn’t 

about to let her down now. 

 

2 weeks into training and I started to feel pain in 

my left knee. Like any sensible athlete would do, I 

ignored it and hoped it would go away.  Unfortu-

nately this didn’t work and it just got worse. I gave 

in and went to see a physiotherapist. My first   

session in her torture chamber physio room 

proved to be fairly unpleasant, however after a 

couple of sessions with her combined with exer-

cises she gave me to do, I seemed to be on the 

mend. 

 

I had decided that I would try to raise money for 

‘Adam’s Armie,’ but because my injury had set my 

training back, I wasn’t sure if I’d be able to run, so 

I didn’t start raising money until I was sure I would 

be taking part. 

 

Training was hard. I’ve never read Alan Sillitoe’s 

‘The Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner’ but I 

think I get the gist! My usual distance prior to 

marathon training was around 4 or 5 miles.  I was 

now increasing to 9, then 11 then 15, then 17.5.  

Jim came with me for moral support on the 17.5 

mile run.  Well, he started as moral support and 

then became actual physical support as my lower 

back ached and I could barely walk, let alone run.   

 

Only 2 weeks till race day at this point and the 

panic began to set in.  It had taken me 3.5 hours to 

run 17.5miles and I was in agony!  How on earth 

could I run 26.2? I decided that at this rate, I was 

realistically looking at a time of around 5.5 hours to 

complete the race. From that point on I ran no 

more than 6 miles, tapering down to 3 just before 

the big day. 

Page 12 Moncre if f   Messenger  



Moncre if f   Messenger  Page 13 

 

Race day finally arrived and it was a beautiful warm 

morning.  Jim, George and Tony waved me off at 

the start line in Regent Road and then I was on my 

own. Except, I really wasn’t. Around 9000 other 

people were running and the streets of Edinburgh 

were lined with folk cheering us on. As I ran I 

chatted to some other folk including a man who had 

come all the way from Kansas just to take part. I 

also got chatting to a man called Bryan, who, like 

me, will be turning 40 this year and wanted to run a 

marathon before that. 

 

The marathon took a scenic route along the coast.  

I could hear my mum saying “Deep breath! Fill your 

lungs with the sea air” as she always did when we 

were at the seaside.   So I did.  It made me feel 

like she was with me every step of the way. 

At the 15mile marker I bumped into Bryan again 

and we stuck together, encouraging each other to 

keep going. At 18.5 miles I looked at my stop watch 

and I had been running for 3 hours and 15 minutes.  

I realised that if I could maintain my pace, I could 

finish in under 5 hours. 

 

20.5 miles brought the welcome boost of the Moran 

family cheering me on, and waving one of Karen’s 

trademark banners emblazoned with ‘Go on Susan’. 

Poor Adam, spending the day at Longniddry and I 

was there and gone in the space of about 15 sec-

onds!  He must have been bored rigid! 

Finally the end was near. I passed the 26 mile 

marker and soon heard my name being shouted. 

There on the curve into the final straight stood my 

Dad, my sister Linda, Jim, and the boys.  She’ll 

probably shoot me for saying this, but it was seeing 

Linda’s wee face with a huge big grin on it that gave 

me the boost I needed to sprint to the finish. It 

was a very emotional moment as I crossed the fin-

ish line in a time of 4 hours, 47 minutes and 41 sec-

onds. 

 

I couldn’t have done it without the support of my 

family and friends, being cheered on by the Moran 

clan, and of course a friendly stranger, Bryan, who 

kept me going just by the fact I had someone to 

chat to. 

 

I’m still collecting sponsor money, but so far I have 

almost £800 to give to ‘Adam’s Armie’ thanks to 

the generosity of friends, family and colleagues. I 

never thought I’d say this, but I enjoyed every 

minute of it and I’ll definitely do it again.   

 

In fact, didn’t the Minister say he’d join me for the 

next one? 
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Drinking From My Saucer 

 
Fiona Connor 

I’ve never made a fortune and It's probably too late now 

But I don’t worry about that much I'm happy anyhow 

And as I go along life's way I'm reaping better than I sowed  

I'm drinking from my saucer 'cause my cup has overflowed 

 

I haven’t got a lot of riches and sometimes the goings tough 

But I've got loving ones around me and that makes me rich enough  

I thank god for all his blessings and the mercies He's bestowed  

I'm drinking from my saucer 'cause my cup has overflowed 

 

I remember when things went wrong my faith wore somewhat thin 

But all at once the dark clouds broke and the sun peeped through again  

So lord, help me not to gripe about the tough rows that I've hoed  

I'm drinking from my saucer 'cause my cup has overflowed 

 

If God gives me strength and courage when the way grows steep and rough 

I’ll not ask for another blessing, I’m already blessed enough 

And may I never be too busy to help others bear their load 

Then I’ll keep drinking from my saucer ‘cause my cup has overflowed. 

Books Of The Bible Quiz - (Answers) 

 1. Amos 

 2 Mark 

 3 Luke 

 4 John 

 5 Joel 

 6 judges 

 7 Job 

 8 Hebrews 

 9 Ester 

10 Acts 

11 James 

12 Ruth 

13  Romans 

14  Titus 

15 Matthew 

16 Genesis 

17 Philemon 

18 Chronicles 

19 Daniel 

20 Nahum 

21 Hosea 

22 Lamentations 

23 Revelation 

24 Timothy 

25 Samuel 

26 Numbers 

27 Malachi 

28 Peter 

29  Exodus 

30  Kings 

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an aero plane seat 
pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu keeping him occupied for hours. He 
enjoyed it so much; he passed it on to his friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this 
while fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied it while playing on his banjo. 
Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it that she mentioned it in her weekly 
newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving, she 
brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. 

 

There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people, however, 
will soon find themselves in a jam. Especially since the books are not necessarily capital-
ized. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or 
scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our 
genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. Dur-
ing a recent fundraising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi-Lemonade 
booth set a new sales record. 

 

The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle 
was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, " the 
books are right here in plain view, hidden from sight;"! Those able to find all of them will 
hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help 
is that the books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep 
in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help 
you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is 
no need for mad exodus, there are several books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this 
article waiting to be found. 
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The 3rd World Group 

 
Barbara Graham  

We have just had our last meeting of the session, and what a meeting we had, with almost £400 to dis-

tribute. You may remember Lily Randall’s funeral, she had said that she wanted a retiring collection af-

ter her funeral, it raised £157. 

Since then I have been given another £50!! in the memory of Lily.  

It was put through the church letter box, so we do not know who gave it. Whoever it was – a big thank 

you. 

 

We have given money to Breadline Africa, Oxfam, Habitat and various others. One that we still keep giv-

ing to is Child Survival, who are in Haiti, the island that had an earthquake a few years ago and probably 

wiped it almost out. It is for all the children orphaned and needing medicines etc. 

 

We wish you all the best for the Summer Holidays and may you return fully fit for 

the next session. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support for both the “pennies” and the bottles. 

Church Services of The Future? (Maybe not so distant future) 

 

Minister: "Praise the Lord!" 

Congregation: "Hallelujah!" 

Minister: "Will everyone please turn on their tablet, PC, iPad, smart phone, and Kindle 

Bibles to 1 Cor. 13:13. 

And please switch on your Bluetooth to download the sermon."      P-a-u-s-e  

 

"Now, Let us pray committing this week into God's hands. 

Open your Apps, BBM, Twitter and Facebook, and chat with God"       S-i-l-e-n-c-e 

 

"As we take our Sunday tithes and offerings, please have your credit and debit cards ready." 

"You can log on to the church wi-fi using the password 'Lord909887."' 

The ushers will circulate mobile card swipe machines among the worshipers: 

Those who prefer to make electronic fund transfers are directed to computers and laptops at the rear of the church. 

Those who prefer to use iPads can open them. 

Those who prefer telephone banking, take out your cell phones to transfer your contributions to the church account. 

 

The holy atmosphere of the Church becomes truly electrified as ALL the smart phones, iPads, PCs and laptops beep and flicker!  

 

Final Blessing and Closing Announcements... 

This week's ministry cell meetings will be held on the various Facebook group pages where the usual group chatting takes place.  

Please log in and don't miss out. 

Thursday's Bible study will be held live on Skype at 1900hrs GMT. Please don't miss out. 

You can follow your Minister on Twitter this weekend for counselling and prayers.                                                                               

God bless you and have a nice day…. 



Turn Your Online Shopping into Donations for Moncreiff 

 

 

Do you shop online? Did you know that every time you buy 

something you could be raising money for Moncreiff? 

That’s right - over 2400 well known retailers including Ama-

zon, M&S, Boden, Waitrose, House of Fraser, Vodafone, 

Virgin Atlantic and many more, will donate a percentage of 

what you spend to Moncreiff  when you shop with them, via 

fundraising website easyfundraising.org.uk 

 

 

How does it work? 

It’s like your nectar card, but instead of earning points, each purchase generates a donation.  

So instead of going directly to a retailer’s website, go to easyfundraising first and choose the retailer you want to 

shop with – then everything you spend with that retailer earns a free donation for Moncreiff Parish Church - East 

Kilbride. It’s completely free to use and your shopping won’t cost you a penny more. 

 

On average, each retailer will donate 5% of the cost of your shopping - and those donations soon mount up. 

So whatever you need to buy, from your weekly grocery shop or fashion must-have, to your business travel, office 

supplies or mobile phone, buy it via easyfundraising and raise money for Moncreiff at no extra cost to you! 

Please register to support us when you shop online - http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moncreiffpc 

Fiona  Lamont 

Drawing by Jim McGivern 
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Any One For Coffee ? 
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Morag Hanna 
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A Wondrous Story    By Louis Gander 
Fiona Lamont  

I'd love to be a poet- a real one, you know  

So I could write man's world off allowing God's to glow. 

I'd write a wondrous story, that we could all take part 

and live it in reality- each one with perfect heart. 

 

I'd think outside my circle, with paper, ink and pen - 

and think outside my flimsy box to live in peace again - 

in gardens filled with blossoms - all colours full and bold - 

that I could sweep my arms across and many flowers hold. 

 

I'd jump inside my story with animals and birds, 

living in His nature and camouflaged with words - 

that whisper as the breezes in true harmonic cord, 

that bring us lives so unsurpassed when living with our Lord. 

 

I'd peer up to the mountains, at several waterfalls, 

that rain grace down from Heaven where every angel calls - 

to show to us a perfect world where He can overwhelm - 

where man rejects but God perfects His great creation's realm. 

 

I'd never hide inside my world, but fully would expect - 

that men would treat each other with a solemn, deep respect - 

that women dress with modesty and also could endow - 

that girls learn to curtsy slow and boys would learn to bow. 

 

I'd stroll inside my poem free from envy, sin and hate - 

and walk beside still waters where 'the way' is always straight. 

And I shall keep on writing true for many, many years - 

until I see no longer through my sad and yearning tears. 

 

I'd love to be a poet- a real one, you know - 

so I could write man's world off allowing God's to glow. 

I'd write a wondrous story, that we could all take part 

and live it in reality- each one with perfect heart. 



Morning Worship — On Tape 

Every Sunday morning, our service is recorded on Audio Tape. 

If you,  or someone you know would like to receive copies from time to 
time or regularly, please tell your Elder or speak to Anne (239966) or 
contact the Church Office (223328).  

Caring Group— Can We Help You ? 
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Transport  

Hospital Visits/Appointments  - Contact Bert Waddell 

Visiting 

Church Transport  - Contact Alison McKinnon 

Nursing Homes/House Bound - Contact Irene Hudson 

Bereavement - Contact Aileen Borthwick 

Flowers 

Flower Fund - Contact Sheila Peberdy 

Distribution of Church Flowers - Contact Fiona Docherty 

Let’s Celebrate 

Flowers/Cards for Special Occasions - Contact Alison McKinnon 

 

The Caring Group continue their work within the church, but are aware that a huge 
amount of caring goes on quietly by many members of our congregation.  

 

The Caring Group also support and receive financial assistance from Keep Fit & Yoga. 
Come along and enjoy these groups and at the same time support the caring work .  

 

 

 

We continue to provide valuable services within our church community including -  

Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit ———— Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4----5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm,     

YogaYogaYogaYoga————Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30————4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm     



Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”    

    

                    Mrs Frame, 70 Maxwellton Road .  

 Mr A. McEwan, 34 Stratford 

 Mrs Lily Randall, 2 Aikman Place. 

 M. Richardson, Lidsayfield Lodge Nursing Home. 

 J. Rowall, Lindsayfield Lodge Nursing Home. 

  

 Welcome to Moncreiff  Welcome to Moncreiff  Welcome to Moncreiff  Welcome to Moncreiff  ---- New Communicants New Communicants New Communicants New Communicants    

    

    Isobel Pettigrew, 4 Duncansby Drive, Hamilton, 

 Sara McGuire, 13 Milton Terrace, Hamilton 

 Rebekah Buchanan, 16 Almond Drive 

 Gemma Dearie, 32 Semphill Gardens 

 Jennifer Clark, 29 Loch Striven 

East Kilbride Moncreiff Parish 
Church of Scotland 

Charities Ref. No. SC016751 

The next issue 
will be  

Autumn 2013 

CONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTER    

Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email.    moncreiff@hotmail.co.uk (New email address) 

Find Us On The Web 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web 
site in an expanded form, with more photographs, 
more graphics and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far 
where to find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not 
include a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :     www.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiff----messengermessengermessengermessenger 

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Parish Assistant: Agnes Tait 

Session Clerk: Margaret Jenkins 

Hon. Session Clerk: Matt Whyte 

Treasurer: Richard Gibson 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Alan Scott 

FWO Convenor: Tom McLeish 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Morag Hannah 

Church Officer: Robert  Gillespie 

 

  

    New ArrivalNew ArrivalNew ArrivalNew Arrival    

    

    Congratulations to : 

   

      Lesley & Chris Anderson on the birth of their son Alistair    

    

     


