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Services For Holy Week in Moncreiff 

NEWS  &  V I EWS  

FROM   

MONCRE I FF  PAR I SH  CHURCH  

EAST  K I LBR IDE  

          

 

Theme For The Week 

 ‘The Upside Down Kingdom’ 

             Services Start 

   7:30PM 

       (Tea/Coffee served after each service) 

                   Note— Communion on Thursday Evening 

 

          

  Early Morning Worship - 8:30am 

       (Followed by Easter Breakfast) 

  Easter Sunday Worship—10:30am 

       (Family Service) 

 

 

 

Monday 25th March 

Tuesday 26th March 

Wednesday 27th March 

Thursday 28th March 

Friday 29th March 

 

 

Sunday 31st March 

  

A Touch LateA Touch LateA Touch LateA Touch Late————Apologies…!!Apologies…!!Apologies…!!Apologies…!!    

Due to unforeseen family circumstances we are a touch later 
than I had hoped in getting this issue of the magazine together  

& available.  Unfortunately some of the information is now out 
of date (Particularly regarding Holy week services) Hopefully 
normal service will be resumed for next issue. Any articles for 
the next issue are welcome any time—starting now !!    

Many Thanks - Ewen. 
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A View From The Manse 

 

Moncre if f   Messenger  

Dear friends, 

Time seems to spin along so fast! It has been over two years since Marion, Rebekah and I moved up to East Kilbride and 

started to get to know you all. One of the things I wanted to do, because the membership roll is so long at Moncreiff, 

was to have some fellowship suppers where folk from different districts would be able to come along and get to know 

Marion and I in an informal setting and relaxed atmosphere. It took a while to get it organised, but these suppers are 

now underway and the first two have taken place. They were successful but numbers were not as high as we hoped they 

would be. I would encourage you to come along when you get your invitation! Not just to meet us but to meet with one 

another that we might further foster a family feel and so remember, that as members of this congregation, we belong 

to one another and should look out for one another. And if you missed your turn, it is never too late to decide you would 

like to give it a go. We are not being strict about what district you belong to or what night you should come. There 

needs to be some element of organisation to keep things manageable but if you were away or were ill or were even 

watching something on telly on the night you were first invited, don't feel that you've missed your chance, just tell me, 

or one of the elders, or phone Morag in the office and we'll make sure that you are included when it suits you. These 

suppers are important also for trying to get a sense of where we are and where we are going as a congregation. Along 

with every congregation in the Church of Scotland, we have been instructed to run a proper Stewardship Campaign in 

the near future. Being realistic, we know that the costs of keeping an individual church running, in this day and age, are 

astronomical, but we still don't relish the prospect of having to think about these things and to review our own levels of 

giving. Let's be positive about it however and see it as an opportunity of assessing our commitment to the future of 

this congregation. So much good has been done in the name of Moncreiff and for the mission of Jesus Christ in Calder-

wood since the Church moved here in 1958. We like to look back and you can be rightly proud of your history and tradi-

tion of caring in this place but we need to be able to look forward too and to ask the question " What does God require 

of us now?" Your Board and Session have set up a Jubilee Group to help us all think about these things and to see if our 

buildings need to be adapted or changed so that we can afford to keep up the mission and outreach to our parish at our 

present levels or whether we need to do something new. Thinking of something as simple as heating and lighting costs 

for example, which are currently running at over £10,000 a year, we ask, " Is there any way that we can be more fuel 

efficient and save ourselves some money by planning our meetings and events more carefully, heating and lighting only 

the areas that are used and asking folks to be more aware of their surroundings and responsibilities?" There is a lot 

more to think about than this of course as we head towards our Diamond Jubilee in 2018 but we must never hide our 

heads in the sand or think that everything will take care of itself. We have a duty of stewardship to consider so that 

the Gospel may continue to be preached and lived out in this place for generations to come. Which brings me lastly to 

speak about Easter, a festival and a celebration which is related to all we have been thinking about and will think about 

in the Church and do in Christ's name here in the future. It's all about the love of God and how He breaks through the 

darkness to give us life. It's all about sacrifice, the loving sacrifice which Jesus made so that our sins might be for-

given and we can have a fresh start. It's all about believing that darkness and death are not the end of the story but 

that they can be a gateway to life with God both now and forever. It's all about resurrection, the belief that God can 

bring light out of darkness, hope out of despair, love out of hate, faith out of unbelief and life out of death in every 

place and time both now and forevermore. The message is immense, it is fantastic, it is good news to share, it's why we 

are here and why we shall continue because we believe that God has the final word and the final victory through Jesus 

Christ His Son. So let us celebrate and love one another and love the world God made. 

 

May God continue to bless you all, In Jesus Name, 

       Yours Aye, Neil. 

 

Neil Buchanan 
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After Easter 
Marion McInally 

Well, that’s it then.  Easter’s over for another year. 

We’ve rolled the hard-boiled eggs and eaten the chocolate ones. 

That’s the end of the story.  

Or is it? 

Still lingering at the back of my mind, Lord is the thought of the women. 

Your friends. Women like me; with homes, families, people they loved, 

And you... 

They knew you, loved you, relied on you. 

You allowed them their individuality. 

Gave them a place in a man’s world – 

Mary, Martha, Mary Magdalene, 

 All different, yet all united in loving you. 

 

Then you died, Lord. You left them! You died, on that cross! 

The pain and the blood were real. 

Those Romans were professionals – 

They knew what to do – and how to do it.  

Competently, efficiently and thoroughly. 

Their officer would not condone sloppy workmanship. 

Your friends knew, without any doubt, that you were dead. 

 

And all that was left for them – those women who loved you so much – 

Was to prepare your body for its final rest. 

Those ceremonies, which mean nothing to the deceased 

And everything to the bereaved, were all that remained. 

And so, in the cool of the morning they came, 

Still numb with grief and shock, to prepare the body of their friend. 

 

And the tomb was empty! Only the wrappings remained. 

How did they cope with that? 

The final insult – even your body hidden from them. 

They ran, Lord, in pain and distress, 

Just as I would have done, to tell the others, who loved you too. 

 

But you didn’t abandon them, did you? 

You returned, never to leave them again. 

And now I stand in their place 

Your tomb is empty. You are alive. 

You come to me requiring a commitment. 

Not just attending church, sitting through a service, 

Receiving Communion a few times a year –  

No, it’s a deeper commitment you want. 

An all-day, every day walking with you, 

A learning to love, trust, and know you better, 

As those women did, so long ago. 

That’s what you want from me. 

 

Well, that’s it then. Easter’s over for another year, 

But it’s not the end of the story, is it, Lord? 
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Place Names—Quiz 

 
Margaret McRitchie 

 

The answers to the following are all towns in Great Britain. 

e.g. ‘Tub Full Of Water’ = Bath 

1, Mother’s Entrance 

2. Does a Ship’s Company Live Here? 

3. The People’s Rock 

4. Perhaps a President Lives Here 

5. A Motor Vehicle with a Scottish Golfer 

6. A Cheap Chef 

7. 2 Parts of the Body 

8. A Firework Sound plus Gold 

9. “Cranium in a rabbit hole.” Says the Cockney 

10. A chocolate bar without. That is. 

11. A Hairdryer misses two ends 

12. Restraints for dogs 

13. A sea creature’s sentry 

14. A cruel way to treat a little sheep 

15. A barrel maker with a Scottish region 

16. The feast lay unwanted on the table 

17. a piece of land between one’s earnings 

18. Not ancient fortified wine 

19. This missionary lost an ‘e’ 

20. The bacon was not Adam’s 

21. A Quick Snack 

22. The church’s dyke 

23. A woollen garment 

24. A person who is leaving 

25. How a steer crossed a river. 

1. Margate, 2.Crewe, 3.Folkstone, 4. Lincoln, 5. Carlisle, 6. Penicuik, 7. Eyemouth 

8. Bangor, 9. Edinburgh, 10. York, 11. Airdrie, 12. Leeds, 13. Fishguard, 14. Lamlash, 15. Coupar Angus,  

16. Nuneaton, 17. Paisley, 18. Newport, 19. Livingston,20. Evesham, 21. Sandwich, 22. Kirkwall, 23. Cardigan,  

24. Exeter, 25. Oxford 

    Answers 
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The Leprosy Mission 

 
Douglas Lindsay 

 

 

 

Sincere thanks go to individual members of Moncreiff for all the used postage stamps, postcards, foreign 

coins, and medals donated during 2012. 

 

Thanks also to those of you who bring stamps from your office, school, health centre, and hospital and who 

do so with such regularity. 

As I wrote a year ago, so it happens – the 2012 total was the lowest in the last six years. Fewer and fewer 

people are using Royal Mail, and we are going to have to work hard just to stay where we are! 

That being said, the last 260 Sundays (5 years) have brought in over 276,000 stamps, so we still average in 

excess of 1000 stamps each Sunday. Well done! 

Sadly, a fair number are binned each week – there must be a clear space on all four sides of each stamp – 

“trimming the jaggy edges” does not save me work, it just makes me very sad. 

 

 Every Blessing 

 

 W Douglas Lindsay 

3rd World Group 

 

Barbara Graham 

 

Spring is almost here, and it seems as if winter has almost gone. We did not have a meeting in January, 

but last month we were able to donate a lot of money to various charities, among them Oxfam for the 

Syrian crisis appeal, Smile Train who were doubling donations this month, thanks to a generous “client”. 

We continue to help Medical Aid for Palestinians, because of those trapped in Gaza cannot get medical 

treatment, because of only three checkout points where young soldiers, sometimes let them through or 

not. Even teachers cannot go to their school every day. There were twelve charities in all, and we managed 

o donate to them all. 

The money and bottles still roll in, and allowing for countries financial situation we are all in, we do very 

well, for 

which I thank you all very much. 

Take Care and Enjoy the Spring and Summer. 

 

      Barbara Graham 
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Faith and Science 

 
Rev. Keith Ross (Congregational  Development  Officer) 

 

Faith and Science: natural enemies or natural friends? 

Society, Religion and Technology (SRT) Conference  

Saturday 10th April, 10am—Midday 

Uddingston Viewpark , 

400 Old Edinburgh Rd. 

G71 6PJ  

 

 

What is the first thing you do in the morning? For some it is to switch on their mobile phone and check 

their text and e-mails. An 11 year old in our church youth group told me "1 can't live without my phone".  

Has the humble mobile replaced God or close human relationships at the heart of our lives? Have you seen 

the Robot that can do 175 movements? The faith and science debate has been with us for centuries, but 

the pace of changes in science and technologies today are revolutionizing how we view and relate in God's 

world. 

At the Presbytery of Hamilton we are delighted that the Parish Development Committee took up the call to 

invite the SRT Project to speak and dialogue with any wishing to engage with these fascinating issues of 

our age. The Presbytery is delighted to welcome Dr. Murdo Macdonald, SRT Policy Officer, and Prof. Calum 

MacKellar, Scottish Council on Human Bioethics, as our speakers. 

The morning conference will cover topics as diverse as cloning, stem cell research, issues around the bal-

ance of human existence and the right to die debate, the use of scarce health resources and the increase 
in life expectancy, technological advances, the ethical understanding of general researchFleading to an ethi-

cal evaluation of how the moral action of these are judged. 

We are very grateful to the SRT Project (part of the Church and Society Council of the Church of Scot-

land) for their participation in this free event, and to the minister and congregation of Uddingston View-

park Parish Church for the use of its facilities. Registration is from 9.40 am onwards, tea/coffee will be 

served during the morning, and lunch is available to purchase from the on-site cafe till 3pm. Further details 

of booking arrangements, disability access, travel and parking details are on the Hamilton Presbytery's 

resources web site, www.connectingpoints.org.uk or on the flyers provided to your local church. 

Rev. Keith W. Ross (Congregational Development Officer) 
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Short Notes 

 
 

 

Since the death of my husband Bert on Christmas morning, I have been strengthened by the love and support of many, especially those in Mon-creiff. The journey of the “Single Life” is hard to get used to as many of you before me already know. However, with the warm comfort of friend-ship I have received on managing back to church and the help and support from Christine and Morag, the days ahead will be easier.   

With thanks and many blessings to all. 

 

    Chris Younger. 

Thank y
ou,

Thank y
ou,

Thank y
ou,

Thank y
ou,    

    
Thank you 

for the
 lovely bou

quets o
f 

flowers, visits fr
om Agnes a

nd all th
e 

good w
ishes r

eceive
d from

 the ch
urch 

recently, 

 

 Sybil 
McKendrick 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank everyone for their good wishes and 

get well cards which cheered me up while 

I was in hospital. As you know I have been 

housebound with broken bones in my foot 

for a number of weeks now. So the beauti-

ful flowers , get well cards and your con-

tinued support have been very much ap-

preciated. A special thank you also to my friends 

who have popped in to visit. All being well 

I look forward to seeing you all soon. 

With Best Wishes To All, 

 

  
 

 
 

Ina McKay 

 
We wish to thank everyone for the 

lovely gifts and cards congratulating us 

on our 60 th wedding anniversary on  

13 th December 2012.. 
 

  
 

 
Robert & Helen Gillespie 

Thank You, 

To Neil and Agnes for visiting, 

 Thanks also to
 friends who vis-

ited and sent cards, a
nd for the 

lovely church f
lowers which 

really cheered 
me up. 

              
     Betty NobleBetty NobleBetty NobleBetty Noble 
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The Girls Brigade 

 
Suzanne Bennie 

 

 

The girls have almost completed their badgework for this session and have started rehearsing for our annual display. 

 

Some of the girls took part in the Glasgow Division Collage Competitions on Saturday 16 March at St Paul’s Church,  

Provanhmill. 

 

 This is a turn up on the day competition when the girls are given a theme when they arrive and have 

just over an hour to make a collage using only the bag of materials they are given.  This year’s theme 

was the circus and it always surprises us how quickly the girls think of ideas and pull their collage 

together. 

 

We entered a P4/5 and a P6/7 Junior team as well as a Brigader team.  The girls enjoy taking part in 

this competition and this year we were very successful with the P4/5 team winning their section, the 

P6/7 girls had only two in their team (a maximum of 4 is permitted) and they were placed second in 

their age group.  After the Juniors had calmed down a bit, it was time to hear the results of the  

Brigader section and they were ecstatic at hearing they also took first place. 

 

 The officers were delighted and it makes a difference coming home with a bus load of happy girls! 

 

 A very happy Easter to everyone from all the officers and girls.   

 

  

         Suzanne Bennie 

          Captain 

 

  

1st Saturday of Every Month 
(10am—12 Noon) 

Tables £7 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966)/Liz Craig (221412) 
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The Caring Group – Cards 
 Marion McInally 

A selection of Christian Greetings Cards is available for sale at the Caring Group table in the vestibule and also in the 

John Callaghan Hall on Sundays, and in the Coffee Room during the week. 

All cards are priced on the back and the selection includes Thinking of You, Get Well, Sympathy 

and a few blank ones for your own message. We will have Easter cards available in March, and will 

be happy to increase the range if there is a demand for this service. 

Please use the Honesty Box to pay for your cards if there is no member of the Caring Group 

around. 

Moncreiff Choir— ‘ A Crisis of Numbers’ Bill McDougall 

In recent months the numbers in the Choir have diminished to the extent that there is a concern of the attendance at 

the Friday afternoon practice.  This is not a new problem to our Church and in recent years the Choir has been aug-

mented by the Fund Raising Ladies and some volunteers helping in an interim capacity. 

To meet and to discuss this ‘crisis of numbers’ an invitation is extended to all interested members to meet on Wednes-

day 17 April at 7.30 pm within the Church Halls. 

At that meeting it is hoped to discuss membership and to consider the most convenient day and time for practice and 

to encourage more participation in the Choir. 

Marjorie Tiffin is committed to the task and is flexible in her approach to the timing of Choir Practice. 

Please give this your earnest consideration and support the discussion on Wednesday 17 April at 7.30 pm within the 

Church Halls. 
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Fundraising Group 
Bill McDougall  

It is thanks once more to all those who have supported the recent Fund Raising Events in the Church Namely:- 

PANCAKE DAY  - Tuesday 12 February 2013  

This was well supported by the Congregation and Members of the Community in Calder-

wood. A big thank you to all who attended/Pancake and Tea Makers and to our resident 

musician Arthur Long for his welcome contribution. 

BURNS NIGHT  - Saturday 23 February 2013. 

Another excellent turn out by the Congregation and Friends of Moncreiff for a ‘better late than never’ celebration of 

the Birthday of our National Bard ‘Robert Burns’. The tickets this year were at a premium and there were some disap-

pointed Burns Enthusiasts who were unable to attend. The caterer Danny Gibb and his staff provided an excellent sup-

per and the entertainment by Members of the Congregation and Faithbuilders was enjoyed by everyone who attended.  

The highlight of the evening was the Community Singing by the ‘Entire Ensemble’ accompanied by Arthur Long/Marjorie 

Tiffin and by the Faithbuilders Quartet of Craig Moran, Sarah McKay, Eilidh McKinnon and Catriona McKinnon.  

Robert Burns loved to ‘Live, love and Laugh’  and we have found a formula within our Church Family 

to celebrate the Birthday of our National Poet in our own style and manner. During the Evening 

there was entertainment with Music, song and recitations enhancing the good fellowship and good 

company which was Robert Burns great delight. 

 

 

FUTURE EVENTS - Dates For Your Diary 

MONCREIFF ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT (CHEESE AND WINE) - SATURDAY 20 APRIL 2013   6.30 pm for 7pm 

Again all members of the Congregation and Organisations are asked to nominate Teams for our 

very popular Quiz Night prepared by Douglas Lindsay and assisted by Bill McDougall and Douglas’s 

Granddaughter Sarah. The Moncreiff Quaich will be the treasured prize for the ‘Winners’ so 

come along and we will find you a Team. Our Quiz is now part of the syllabus within the West 

Church (A Competitive lot) and the West Kirk will have a Team present. 

Sarah’s Kirk in Partick South is endeavouring to get a Team together and that will also give us the 

opportunity to meet and mix with other Churches.  St Leonards Church and Claremont Church have had representatives 

in previous years and it is hoped that they can rally a ‘Team’ to compete in what is a fun and educational night for all 

ages. 

 

JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLORED DREAMCOAT - WEDNESDAY 29 MAY 2013   6.30 pm for 7 pm 

film and ‘sing a long’ version will be screened in the Church Premises at 7pm on Wednesday 29 May.  

So come along and sing your heart out in the same manner as you did last May when we had the 

Mama Mia singalong.. 



Morning Worship — On Tape 

Every Sunday morning, our service is recorded on Audio Tape. 

If you,  or someone you know would like to receive copies from time to 
time or regularly, please tell your Elder or speak to Anne (239966) or 
contact the Church Office (223328).  

Caring Group— Can We Help You ? 
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Transport  

Hospital Visits/Appointments  - Contact Bert Waddell 

Visiting 

Church Transport  - Contact Alison McKinnon 

Nursing Homes/House Bound - Contact Irene Hudson 

Bereavement - Contact Aileen Borthwick 

Flowers 

Flower Fund - Contact Sheila Peberdy 

Distribution of Church Flowers - Contact Fiona Docherty 

Let’s Celebrate 

Flowers/Cards for Special Occasions - Contact Alison McKinnon 

 

The Caring Group continue their work within the church, but are aware that a huge 
amount of caring goes on quietly by many members of our congregation.  

 

The Caring Group also support and receive financial assistance from Keep Fit & Yoga. 
Come along and enjoy these groups and at the same time support the caring work .  

 

 

 

We continue to provide valuable services within our church community including -  

Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit ———— Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4----5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm,     

YogaYogaYogaYoga————Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30————4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm     



Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”    

    

                    Mrs McRobbie, 1 Wingate Drive .  

 Mr Bert Younger, 70 Tannahill Drive.  

 Mrs M. Bruce, 109 Glen Doll.  

     Mrs H. Kirwan, 99 Melville Park.  

     Mrs E. Fraser, Abbeylodge.  

 Mrs P. Darroch, 47 Stirling Drive.  

     Mrs M. Craig, Westwood House.  

 Mrs I. Hopkin, 5 Abercromby Crescent.  

 Mrs J. McLellan, 37 Stobo.  

Welcome to MoncreiffWelcome to MoncreiffWelcome to MoncreiffWelcome to Moncreiff    

 Mr & Mrs Chris & Morna McKenzie, 53 Cleland Place. 

Mrs Fay Tierney, 30 Lothian Way. 

        

East Kilbride Moncreiff Parish 
Church of Scotland 

Charities Ref. No. SC016751 

The next issue 
will be  

Summer 2013 

CONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTER    

Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email.    moncreiff@hotmail.co.uk (New email address) 

Find Us On The Web 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web 
site in an expanded form, with more photographs, 
more graphics and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far 
where to find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not 
include a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :     www.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiff----messengermessengermessengermessenger 

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Parish Assistant: Agnes Tait 

Session Clerk: Margaret Jenkins 

Hon. Session Clerk: Matt Whyte 

Treasurer: Richard Gibson 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Alan Scott 

FWO Convenor: Tom McLeish 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Morag Hannah 

Church Officer: Robert  Gillespie 

 

  

Golden Wedding AniversaryGolden Wedding AniversaryGolden Wedding AniversaryGolden Wedding Aniversary    

    

 Norma & John Campbell 9 Wardrop Place, (21st March) 

 Maureen & Robert Board, 3 Pitcairn Cres. (29th March)    


