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  Be Careful What You Wish For….! 
Ewen McKinnon 

Here I sit with laptop in hand, It’s now 2.15am 

and I’m trying to pull the magazine together by 

tomorrow (29th Nov) to try and get it printed 

and collated in time for the weekend. A week or 

so ago I thought this would be a simple task 

having received 1 single article. However by my 

deadline on Monday I had received no less than 

35 items relating to the magazine. Fantastic! 

Thanks to everyone who has taken the trouble 

to put pen to paper. However, after all my 

moans and groans I have quite a task to get it 

all down in print. Maybe I now wish I hadn’t 

been so persistent in my requests! At this time 

of year we make lots of wishes. Wishes for pre-

sents from Santa, and at New Year  - wishes and 

hopes for the future. Recently the listening 

circle gave us much food for thought on our fu-

ture as a church and congregation. What do we 

Hope and Wish for in the years to come in Mon-

creiff? There is clearly much to discuss & de-

cide in the coming months. Please use the Mes-

senger to air your views and feelings. The deci-

sions are for us all - with God’s guidance to 

make. We are a church that is very much alive in 

our community, as the recent Fayre showed. Will 

we be alive in 2018? - The future is in our hands! 

NEWS  &  V I EWS  

FROM   

MONCRE I FF  PAR I SH  CHURCH  

EAST  K I LBR IDE  

 

  Christmas Services 
 

 Sunday 16th December  -      FaMILY Christmas Gift Service  (10.30 am.) 
 

 Sunday 23rd December  -       Morning Service (10.30 am.) 
 

 Monday 24th December -      Christingle  SeRVICE (7 pm) 
 After the service please join with us for mulled wine, hot chocolate and mince pies. 

 

 Christmas Day. 

 Tuesday 25th DECEMBER -     Short Family Service  (10.30 am.) 
 Meet in John Callaghan Hall for Tea/Coffee prior to worship at 11 am. 

 

 Sunday 30th December -        Morning Service (10.30 am.) 
 Reflections on the Christmas Story. 
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A View From The Manse 
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Dear friends, 

 

 

During this season of Advent, people who share our faith everywhere look forward in hope, 

believing that God offers us a brighter future than we could ever imagine through the gift of His Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. The Christmas message brings light into our darkness, joy into our sadness and love 

into all of the relationships which we allow Him to inhabit. We, therefore, have an important part to play. 

God does not want us to be passive receivers of an historical truth which fails to inhabit our innermost be-

ings, rather He want us to be active participants in a continuing story and experience of incarnation. Unless 

His truth is born in our hearts anew, then it will not achieve all that He plans for the world which He loves 

so deeply.  

We all enjoy the feel good factor which Christmas brings, to a greater or lesser extent, but we will fail to 

grasp the true significance of the most wonderful message that human beings have ever known if we live 

selfish and isolated lives which do not touch the hearts of those who live around us. Christmas is a season 

of good will and sharing, of generosity and the praising of our maker and redeemer together in community 

and faith. It is also supposed to be a season of concern for the needs of others who live both near and far 

away. There is great satisfaction to be found in making the lives of those who suffer more bearable or of 

spreading a little happiness wherever we go. This is to be true to the Gospel and to be alive to the wonder-

ful message that Our Lord was born at Bethlehem and walks the pathways of life beside us, guiding us in 

the ways of righteousness and bidding us to be His faithful and caring disciples, for His names sake. 

I wish you all joy, peace and love at this special time of year,  

 

      Yours Aye, 

        Neil Buchanan. 

Neil Buchanan 
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‘Charity’ Christmas Card Appeal 

 

 

Bill McDougall 

Each year for the past 6 years the Fund Raising Group have placed a ‘Charity’ Christmas card within 

the entrance of the Church inviting the Congregation to sign and donate to a local charity. 

The giving and receiving of Christmas cards between regular Churchgoers has been a tradition within 

our Church ( at ever increasing cost) and the communal Christmas card is an option to invite and donate 

a small amount to a local Charity and to sign your name on the ‘Card List’ at the Door. 

This year the Fund Raising Group has selected ‘CANCER RESEARCH’ to benefit from the donations. 

The large card on display at the Church Entrance has been designed and created by Callum McDougall a 

Member of the ‘Young Church’ who is presently on an Art Degree Course at Abertay University in Dun-

dee. Callum is a very talented young man and the Fund Raising Group is indebted to him for his time and 

talent in producing the Card. 

The Charity Christmas Card Appeal is available for your consideration from now until Christmas. 

By  Callum McDougall  

1. JELLY BABIES , 2. MILK TRAY , 3. SMARTIES , 4. QUALITY STREET , 5. CHOCOLATE BUTTONS , 6. AFTER EIGHTS 

7. PEAR DROPS , 8. ALL GOLD , 9. POLO , 10. HUMBUG , 11. EDINBURGH ROCK , 12. WHISPERS , 13. WEEKEND , 14. MARS BAR 

15. LIQUORICE BULLETS , 16. GOBSTOPPERS , 17. MIDGET GEMS , 18. BLACK MAGIC , 19. BARLEY SUGAR , 20. GALAXY 

Christmas Sweetie Quiz—Answers 

A Little Note! 

Please note that due to sudden surge of articles, I’m sorry to say that I have not 

been able to include some of the longer articles at this time due to lack of space. 

They will be included in the next issue. Thanks once again for your efforts.  E.McK 
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Moncreiff Church Christmas Fayre - Saturday 24 November 2012 

 Margaret Prow 

 

 

See the online version of Moncreiff Messenger to see more details and lots more photographs  of 
the Christmas Fayre I 

Find this by visiting -       www.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiff----messengermessengermessengermessenger 

On behalf of the Fund Raising Group and the Organising Committee 

may we express our thanks to all the Organisations attached to Mon-

creiff Church and those Organisations who use our premises for the 

wonderful success of our Christmas Fayre when a sum of over 

£5,000 was achieved. 

 

It was heartening to 

see such a wonderful 

response from both 

the young and old 

within the Church Community supporting the event 

and making it one of the memorable days in the life 

and work of Moncreiff.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the participation of local schools, organisa-

tions and youth groups within and out with the 

Church to the overwhelming support of the local 

Community of Calderwood – it indeed was a day to 

remember. 

 

From the opening of the Fayre by our Member of 

Parliament Michael McCann at 10 am until the clos-

ing by our Minister Neil Buchanan and Santa Claus  

( an extremely busy day for him ) it was a super 

day made more enjoyable by the enthusiastic  

          involvement of everyone in our Church. 

 

     The Fund Raising Group appreciate the wholehearted support of the Congregation. 

MP Michael McCann Opens the Fayre 

Christmas Crafts on Sale 



MP Michael McCann Opening the Fayre The Calm Before The Storm! 

Bottle Stall 

Mmm…. Cakes !! Smells Nice 



The Stalls 



Santa’s Helpers 





The Real Workers 

More of Santa’s Helpers 



Car Wash with the BB 

Burgers & Hot Dogs Anyone ? 

Games 



Tea Time 

Hunter Primary School Long Calderwood Primary School 



Where’s Santa ? 

Thanks Once Again To Everyone Who Contributed 

To Making The Christmas Fayre Such a Massive  

Successs. 
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A Spectacular Success! 

 
Emma Hamilton 

Earlier this year I made a plea for used spectacles to be donated to Sight 

Aid International, a charity started by my optician. Sean Walls of the Opti-

cal Factory, with the charity goes to Kenya twice a year to conduct eye tests 

and supply glasses free of charge to the people who live in the poorest areas 

of Nairobi. The glasses you have donated will be recycled with new prescrip-

tions. Some of these will go to children, who have been given funding to go to 

school. The glasses will enable them to make the most of this opportunity. 

 

 Mr Lindsay also took the plea to Partick South and Kinning Park churches 

and between the three churches you have donated a huge amount – almost 

500 pairs so far. This will give the gift of sight to almost 500 people greatly 

improving the quality of their lives. 

 

 On behalf of Sight Aid International and the people of Nairobi, I would like to give our sincerest thank 

you. Again you have shown just how generous the people of Moncrieff are. 

It was decided that On Tuesday 18th September the whole company was going to have a 

charity night as part of ‘Yorkhill Week’ to help raise money for a charity very close to my 

heart. 

 

The Explorers had a teddy bear’s picnic.  The Juniors and Brigaders had a games night.  We also had a spe-

cial visit from Kami, the Yorkhill mascot. 

 

Each girl received a special "I  Yorkhill" pin, tattoo, balloon and sticker for taking part. 

 

We asked girls for a donation to take part in the night as well as asking them over the next few months to 

fill Yorkhill money boxes with any loose change. 

 

It was lots of fun and the girls enjoyed raising a rising total of £90. 

 

Well done and thank you to all girls and officers. 

Yorkhill Night  

 
Gillian Hanna 
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New Banners 

 
Marion McInally 

 

 

 

 I am indebted to the late much loved Bill Campbell for the germ of the 

idea for the new set of banners due to appear in the sanctuary during 

December. Bill often talked about the gifts and goodness of the Lord and 

down the years the conversations I had with him have evolved into a set 

of banners depicting ‘Words of Life and Gifts of God’ 

 

 

 

Many colours, fabrics and different materials were used - gold and sil-

ver to represent  strength and endurance, but  also darker  threads be-

cause life has dark times as well as joyful ones, and that should be re-

membered. 

 

 

‘Praise’ is a banner created at the special request of a choir member. 

They have never had one to look at before, and if you want to see it you 

will have to go up to their corner, but beware you might  be kidnapped 

and forced to join them! 

 

‘Joy’‘ Truth’ and ‘Hope’ include yellow and gold for steadfastness and 

the glory of God’s gifts to us. 

‘Care’ has grey for the past and yellow for the future, with warm reds 

to represent the friendships and fellowship of our church family, while 

‘Life’ has red, of course, with green for growth and blue for eternity. 

 

‘Peace’ is in shades of lilac and purple for serenity and the kingship of 

the One who gives us the peace we cannot find elsewhere.  

 

 

There are 11 banners in all but you’ll be glad I’m not going to describe 

them all here. I hope you will feel that they improve the look of the Lan-

arkshire Steel girders that hold up our building. 

Congratulations! 

To Mrs. Betty Howie who won the Men’s Association darts competition at the recent 

Christmas Fayre with a winning score of 102.  

      Well done! 
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The Robin (Erithacus rubecula) 

 
Naill Whyte 

 

 

At this time of year, one wild bird, more than any other, is asso-

ciated with Christmas. The robin is at its most conspicuous in 

the middle of winter, as it stalks its territory proclaiming own-

ership to all in the vicinity with its beautiful song. It often be-

comes very tame, following the winter gardener as they turn 

over the earth, revealing fattening grubs. No wonder that this 

bright symbol of life in the midst of winter has been used to 

illustrate Christmas cards. 

 

 Legend has it that the robin gained its red breast when one soothed Christ on the cross with its song and 

by removing thorns from his brow. Its breast feathers coming in contact with his blood and staining them. 

For its charity, the bird was rewarded forever after with the blood red breast. 

 

 By being a visible and vibrant life in the depths of winter, early Christians recognised that the robin could 

be used as a readily available shorthand to remind everyone of Jesus coming into the world and towards his 

sacrifice for us on the cross and of his resurrection. 

 

 The next time you look to your garden and see a robin, let it remind you what Jesus has done for you. 

 

 

The Choir Christmas Coffee Morning. 

 

SATURDAY 15th DECEMBERSATURDAY 15th DECEMBERSATURDAY 15th DECEMBERSATURDAY 15th DECEMBER    

10am10am10am10am    

Moncreiff Church Choir Moncreiff Church Choir Moncreiff Church Choir Moncreiff Church Choir     

Christmas Coffee Morning.Christmas Coffee Morning.Christmas Coffee Morning.Christmas Coffee Morning.        Tickets Now AvailableTickets Now AvailableTickets Now AvailableTickets Now Available    £2.50£2.50£2.50£2.50    
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A Christmas Quiz !! 
Douglas Lindsay  

 

Just to assure you that Bill and I are Keeping our hands in be faithful revision of Greek, He-

brew and Latin verbs. Then we will move on to more demanding subjects like football and 

cricket. However, why should we do all the hard work? 

Here are 25 questions where the letters  are the leading letters  of the opening lines of 

Christmas Hymns, Carols or Songs. Answers to the magazine editor, and fist all correct entry 

picked from a hat will be suitably recognised ! 

 

CLOSING DATE FOR COMPETITION—SUNDAY 16th DECEMBER. 

 

A form can be printed from the Web Site or collected from the foyer. 

 1.  JB   _____________________________________ 

 2.  WWYAM  _____________________________________ 

 3.  AIAM   _____________________________________ 

 4.  THATI   _____________________________________ 

 5.  AFTROG  _____________________________________ 

 6.  SIYML   _____________________________________ 

 7.  WTKOOA  _____________________________________ 

 8.  GCMR   _____________________________________ 

 9.  WSWTFBN  _____________________________________ 

10.   TFNTADS  _____________________________________ 

11.   DDMOH  _____________________________________ 

12.    ISTSCSI  _____________________________________ 

13.   GRYMG  _____________________________________ 

14.   IDOAWC  _____________________________________ 

15.   OIRDC   _____________________________________ 

16.   OLTOB   _____________________________________ 

17.   LCDAC   _____________________________________ 

18.   OCAYF   _____________________________________ 

19.   SBRAYL  _____________________________________ 

20.   SATWS   _____________________________________ 

21.   STNHTN  _____________________________________ 

22.   ITBMW   _____________________________________ 

23.   GKWLO  _____________________________________ 

24.   HTHAS   _____________________________________ 

25.   WSGSUTC  _____________________________________  
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Short Notes 
 

1st Saturday of Every Month 
(10am—12 Noon) 

Tables £7 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966)/Liz Craig (221412) 

 

I would lik
e to thank 

Neil and A
gnes and al

l 

who visited
 me in hosp

i-

tal, all who
 sent cards 

and telepho
ned. It has 

been greatl
y appreciat

ed. 

 

  Joey 

 
If after Church 

you wait awhile
, 

Someone may g
reet you with a 

smile,  

But , if you quic
kly rise and flee

, 

We’ll all seem co
ld and stiff, ma

ybe 

The one beside y
ou in the pew 

Is, perhaps a str
anger too, 

All here, like you
, have fears and

 cares, 

All of us need ea
ch other’s praye

rs, 

In fellowship we
 bid you meet,  

With us around
 God’s Mercy Sea

t. 

From  

Springfield Chu
rch Bishopbrigg

s 

"Thank you to everyone from Archie Clark and 

family for the lovely cards, flowers, kind 

thoughts and expressions of sympathy received 

on the sad loss of Audrey.  
Your prayers, care and support are greatly ap-

preciated."  

  
 

 
Many Thanks 

  
 

 
 

Aileen Borthwick 

Many Thanks for all the 

cards and kindness shown 

following Robert’s recent 

surgery. A special thanks also goes 

to Ian Martin for stepping 

in as church officer keeping 

things running. 
 

  
 

 

 

Helen and Robert Gillespie 



The Third World Group The Third World Group The Third World Group The Third World Group ----    Breadline AfricaBreadline AfricaBreadline AfricaBreadline Africa    
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Barbara Graham Barbara Graham Barbara Graham Barbara Graham     

 

Here we are again; I hope you all had a nice break 

through the summer! This time I’m going to tell 

you about a project we have sent money to, for 

Breadline Africa. 

Every Christmas they give a lot of children a 

treat.  

They take a number to the seaside that have 

never seen the sea. This time it is the children of 

Tulbagh. They will not only see the sea and make 

sand castles and have games on the beach, they 

will be fed a delicious lunch and receive a little 

gift each, probably the only one they will have. 

 

With Your help we can take all these children to the Seaside 

We have also sent money to Child Survival.  We have also sent money to Medical Aid to the Palestinians, who cannot get 

out of Gaza, except by about three checkout points and not always then, depends on the soldiers! 

Thank you for money continuing to come in, also for the bottles which will be taken shortly by Elizabeth and especially a 

big thank you for all the specs that have come in. At the moment the box is still there to receive them.  

 

Apart from thanking you for your continued support, I would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy 

New Year. 

          Barbara Graham.   

News flash! News flash! News flash! News flash! ----    An update On Broomlea PrimaryAn update On Broomlea PrimaryAn update On Broomlea PrimaryAn update On Broomlea Primary 
Fiona Lindsay Fiona Lindsay Fiona Lindsay Fiona Lindsay     

In late June 2012 Broomlea School welcomed Laura Kneale, ECO 

Schools assessor to a morning spent experiencing some of the 

ECO work the pupils had been involved in first hand, through 

Powerpoints, through displays and through evidence folders.  

Part of the evidence was, of course, the Silver Award from the 

Woodlands Trust, earned with your help when we recycled Christ-

mas cards in January. We are delighted to announce that Laura 

telephoned that afternoon to let us know that we had earned our 

Green Flag. With the visit taking place so near the end of the 

term we decided to keep the announcement quiet until our August 

Achievement Assembly. We were then able to open the special 

envelope from Stirling, unfold our very own Green Flag and cele-

brate in style! The next step is to explore 2 new ECO topics – 

Food & Water – and if we need any help we know where to come. 

Thank you once again, Broomlea. 
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CaringCaringCaringCaring    
Irene HudsonIrene HudsonIrene HudsonIrene Hudson    

Stop at the Caring Group Table next time you pass. We are now 

carrying information on local services including; useful telephone 

numbers and leaflets advertising the help offered by agencies in 

the Health field such as The Haven Centre in Blantyre and Cancer 

Care. A full list of the jobs undertaken by the “Hands on Project is 

also available.  

Did you know that they help with many tasks around the home such 

as changing light bulbs, moving furniture or cleaning the inside of 

windows.  

Please make use of the information available and let us know if there is anything else we should include . 

 

The caring group would like to say a  big thank you to the visitors, car drivers flower arrangers and  

deliverers who enable us to carry out our work throughout  the year. 

Christmas greetings from Perth, Western Australia.Christmas greetings from Perth, Western Australia.Christmas greetings from Perth, Western Australia.Christmas greetings from Perth, Western Australia.    
Rhona Smith (McDougall)Rhona Smith (McDougall)Rhona Smith (McDougall)Rhona Smith (McDougall)    

 

We have a different kind of celebration here, 

largely due to the summer weather.  

Imagine going into the city to see the Christ-

mas lights but wearing a sundress and flip 

flops! Or going straight from the Christmas 

Day service to the beach to have a swim and 

cool off. Then eating seafood on the barbie 

because it's too hot to put the oven on, and 

having to wait until 11pm to see the Queens 

speech because of the time difference!  

 

Even after all these years living here, it seems like a crazy way to spend Christmas and although we 

never stop thinking about our old traditions, the Christmas message still gets through.  

One thing we are lucky enough to have is Carols by Candlelight in the local park, where all four of the 

churches from our area get together for a Christmas service and sing a long. That's one thing that 

works with our weather!  

James, Ella, Jasmine and I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year for 

2013. We didn't manage to get to Moncreiff on our visit home this year but we are already booked 

for 2013 and look forward to saying G'day then. 

 

 Best wishes Rhona Smith (McDougall) XxXx 



NuNuNuNu----UUUU    

Page 20 Moncre if f   Messenger  

Kathryn McLarenKathryn McLarenKathryn McLarenKathryn McLaren    

 

Going, going, gone…Yes the NuU auction has now gone, and gone with a bang.  About 90 people raised 

over £900 at our auction held in the church hall on Wednesday 19th September.  Thanks to all who 

helped in any way to raise this magnificent sum.  Not only that, but under the acerbic wit of auctioneer 

Ronnie Watson, a lot of fun was enjoyed by all.  Thanks, Ronnie. 

As you may be aware the running costs of NuU are considerable and so the management committee is 

looking at new and different ways of fundraising.   

 

Our next event was a Handbag Sale, on Friday 16th November in the newly refurbished Hunter House 

which has recently been acquired by Calderwood Baptist Church.  The sale featured new and nearly new 

handbags.  . We had an incredible amount of handbags donated of all shapes, sizes and colours and yet 

again managed to raise over £900. This, like the Auction, will go a significant way towards the running 

cost of the Youth Project for one month and helps buy some time while we continue in making funding 

applications to other agencies. 

To those of you supported the sale by donating bags or baking, or by coming along on the night to bag 

some bargains, thank you so very much for your continued support. 

 

What Impact Does Nu-U Have on Our Local Community? 

If you are wondering about the impact of NuU, the following is a testimonial from 

Tony McDade, Head Teacher at Calderglen High School. 

The school works in close partnership with the NuU Project and we believe it has been of 
significant benefit to the staff and pupils of Calderglen High School. There are many practi-
cal examples of this partnership making a difference within our school community and I have 
highlighted some examples below: 

• A NuU worker supporting our pupils both during and outwith curricular time, bridging 
the gap between school and community 

• A number of community events involving external partners have been organised by 
NuU and have taken place in school    

• Curricular support provided by NuU, helping the school bring a real life context to 
subjects such as RMPS and PSHE 

• An increased number of whole school events taking place within community buildings 
such as Claremont Parish Church 

• Innovative collaboration between NuU, school staff and partners including use of a 
reflection space 

• Pupils accessing NuU staff at lunchtimes and after school. 

The Nu U work has been instrumental in providing a unique link with our community in which 
staff, pupils and our wider community have benefited. We are committed to supporting work 
that can only grow in strength.  - Tony McDade. 

As always, if you have any questions about NuU please don’t hesitate to ask me.  Thank you for 

your continuing prayerful and practical support. 



The Wonders of  the World Wide WebThe Wonders of  the World Wide WebThe Wonders of  the World Wide WebThe Wonders of  the World Wide Web    
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Over the past couple of weeks my computer was playing up, so much so that it was unusable. The problem 

was with my windows! On a computer, Windows is a bit like our brain and is what helps the pc to work, 

sending messages to different parts of the network, like the printer, fax machine and a whole lot more. 

There’s been Windows XP, Windows Vista, Windows 7 & recently released the sparkly new Windows 8(W8). 

  

I was lucky enough to have a free download of W8 available to me and I decided to try it on my pc. What a 

big mistake I had made. Instead of making things easier for me, it made things more difficult and I was so 

glad I had backed up my files elsewhere as I lost everything from my pc. I had to wipe everything out from 

my computer and start again from the beginning. After my new start, things are running much more 

smoothly and I am getting better use out of my pc.  

 

I think there is a lesson in this story, especially during this Christmas season. 

One of the real wonders of the WWW (World Wide Web) is something we take for granted now and that is 

being able to do all sorts of shopping from the comfort of our own home using our computers.  

 

On Moncreiff’s website you will find, on the intimations page, two links, one to Amazon and the other to 

Easy Fund Raising. Using these links we can generate income for our church through being rewarded for 

having the links on our site. Amazon pays up to 10% of the value of the purchase and Easy Fund Raising a 

wee bit less. All we have to do is click on one of the links and you’ll be taken to the websites and can shop 

as normal, getting the same deals as you would if you went to the sites without using our links. It’s such an 

easy way to raise much needed funds while just going about our day to day lives. Please consider using the 

links, tell your families about them and help your church.  

 

www.moncreiffparishchurch.org 

 
If you have any questions please contact me by email: f.lamont@virginmedia.com or phone: 01355 279262 

or in person any Sunday. 

 

Fiona LamontFiona LamontFiona LamontFiona Lamont    

The Guild The Guild The Guild The Guild ----    Mad As Hatters ?Mad As Hatters ?Mad As Hatters ?Mad As Hatters ?    

Helen KirwinHelen KirwinHelen KirwinHelen Kirwin    

One of the highlights of the guild this session was our ‘Mad Hatters Tea Party’ and as the photos show, 

we had a great night!  

   (The photo shows our 4 winners from all the many hats worn.) 



ChangeChangeChangeChange    
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A word which can be heard about the place on a regular basis nowadays. 

 

  Why CHANGE ?          

  Do we need CHANGE ?        

  Who wants CHANGE ?      

  What will CHANGE ? 
 

We have had a couple of visits from Mr Russell McLarty recently and it was 

encouraging to see so many participate in both Workshop events and the Listening Circle. 

 

It has become apparent from those meetings and the general feedback that most of us, even if a bit  

sceptical about it, are interested in CHANGE. 

 

But what CHANGES are we talking about? 

The people – The minister, the organist, the church officer, the choir, you, me – we will all be here – so no 

change there. 

The Hymns, The Sermon, The Prayers, The Offering – they will all be there – so no change there. 

 

The place – MONCREIFF PARISH CHURCH – it will be here – so no change there?? Or will it. 

That seems to be the only thing that MAY change. 

 

Well what changes can be made? 

The buildings are getting old, (Schools that were built around the same time are now all being renewed) 

But do we have to renew the Church.  Yes /No – Not for me to say. 

The one thing I am sure about though is that we need to CHANGE. 

 

It is Thursday 15th November and I am sitting watching The One Shows- Children in need article. 

The article is about a group of children whom all have issues regarding their Health and where all partici-

pants are taking part in the “Rickshaw Challenge”. (Riding a rickshaw from Llandudno  to London in 8 days.) 

It is heartbreaking to hear their stories about their conditions, but it is also heart-warming to hear about 

the support and responses they have been receiving whilst they have undertaking this challenge. 

Lauren the wee Scots girl was injured and suffered brain damage after being hit by a car, but she should 

be an inspiration to all of us. No matter what your issues are or obstacles that are put in your way,                                           

if Goals are set, then Goals can be achieved. 

The total cash they had raised up until that point was just over £800 k – ooh what we could do with that 

money . 

 

It should shows us that anything is possible with the correct guidance and motivation and if we all pull to-

gether then maybe the CHANGES that are possibly due to be undertaken,  may well be within grasp and not 

just some far fetched scheme we could all dream about.  

 

Remember they do not have to be big changes. 

We have Faith and we have each other, who could ask for anything more. 

 

A Very Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Prosperous New Year to all. 

Andy GrayAndy GrayAndy GrayAndy Gray    
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Moncreiff Has Arrived In Calderwood!Moncreiff Has Arrived In Calderwood!Moncreiff Has Arrived In Calderwood!Moncreiff Has Arrived In Calderwood!    
MayMayMayMay McAllan McAllan McAllan McAllan    

In reading the summary of the Listening Circle, I was greatly heartened to learn of the many and varied 

suggestions proposed at the meeting on 21 October 2012. 

 

For me it was as if the years had rolled away and I was transported back to the late 1950s.  I came to East 

Kilbride in 1955 with my husband and two children.  We had a house in Park Terrace in the Village and we 

joined one of the three Church of Scotland churches there – Moncreiff - where we were welcomed and 

made friends.  My husband had been an elder in our previous church and was immediately gathered into the 

fold.  I joined the Young Mothers Group, a sort of Junior Branch of the Guild.  It was for mothers with 

children under 12 years.  The church was quite a small building (it is now the Baptist Church) and often 

chairs had to be brought in to supplement the pews. On Baptismal Sundays, the babies were in batches and 

it was quite a squeeze getting them all round the font, especially as the parents had relatives with them. 

 

This will all seem strange today, but East Kilbride was a village – no town centre etc. – and the Library ap-

peared to be a large garden hut.  New people arrived all the time and had no relatives near, knew no-one, so 

they joined a church to make friends. 

 

My husband's first elder's district included secluded cottages out in wide open spaces of farmland, par-

ticularly difficult to find in the dark.  They have now vanished into places with names like; Greenhills, Lind-

sayfield and Stewartfield.  One was to become very familiar – it was called Calderwood. 

 

It was decided by the Church of Scotland that our church building would be sold and Moncreiff would re-

build in Calderwood.  If I remember correctly - it was a very long time ago - this was partly funded by the 

Church of Scotland , by the selling off of our present building, and by a mammoth fund raising effort by 

the congregation. 

 

We had just welcomed the arrival of a new minister, the Rev. Andrew Morton – recently married to Marion.  

We were his first charge and they too were full of enthusiasm.  Several of our new elders were Billy Gra-

ham converts from his recent rally in the Kelvin Hall. We were brimming with confidence and full of ideas.  

At this point our numbers were such that we had a Sunday School and services in a Hut Hall in East Mains 

and a Sunday School in Maxwellton School just to accommodate everyone. 

 

During the building, and for many years after, we continued to fund raise and as houses were built street 

by street we went round the doors in Calderwood inviting the occupants to come to our church.  Lord 

George McLeod of Iona laid the foundation stone followed by tea and home baking down in the old hall.  

Sadly I don't remember the details when the church was finished and we had our first service in it.  I may 

have been in the creche which you may imagine was very large.  I know I did this a lot at that period.  The 

week following we put on a concert.  The chairs were turned round to face the platform.  Each organization 

did a turn in each half of the programme.  I went to our rehearsals and made tea for the 'stars'. The 

Young Mothers Group did 'Songs from the Shows'.  My talent lay in the tea making. 

 

   Moncreiff Church had arrived in Calderwood. 

 

      My best wishes to those following in our footsteps in 2012/13. 

       God Bless your efforts. 

         May McAllan 

 



We are Survivors We are Survivors We are Survivors We are Survivors ----    (For Those Born Before 1940 !)(For Those Born Before 1940 !)(For Those Born Before 1940 !)(For Those Born Before 1940 !)    

    

We were born before television, before penicillin, polio shots, frozen foods, Xerox, contact lenses, videos 

and the pill. We were before radar, credit cards, split atoms, laser beams and ball-point pens, before dish-

washers, tumble driers, electric blankets, air conditioning, drip dry clothes... and before man walked on the 

moon. 

 

We got married first and then lived together (how quaint can you be?). We thought "fast food" was what 

you ate in Lent, a "Big Mac" was an oversized raincoat and "crumpet" we had for tea.  

We existed before house- husbands, computer dating and "sheltered accommodation" was where you 

waited for a bus. 

 

We were before day care centres, group homes and disposable nappies. We never heard of FM radios, tape 

decks, artificial hearts, word processors, or young men wearing earrings. For us "time sharing" meant to-

getherness, a "chip" was a piece of wood or fried potato, "hardware" meant nuts and bolts and "software" 

wasn't a word. 

 

Before 1940 "Made in Japan" meant junk, the term. "making out" referred to how you did in your exams, 

"stud" was something that fastened a collar to a shirt and "going aft the way" meant staying on a double-

decker bus to the terminus. In our day, cigarette smoking was "fashionable", "grass" was mown, "coke" was 

kept in the coffeehouse, a "joint" was a piece of meat you ate on Sundays and "dot" was something you 

cooked in. "Rock music" was a fond mother's lullaby, "Eldorado was an ice cream, a "gay person" was the life 

and soul of the party, while "aids" just meant beauty treatment or help for someone in trouble. 

 

 We who were born before 1940 must be a hardy bunch, when you think of the way in which the world has 

changed and the adjustments we have had to make. 

 

 No wonder there is a generation gap today ... BUT 

By the grace of GOD ... we have survived! 

FootprintsFootprintsFootprintsFootprints    

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking along the beach 

with the Lord when across the sky flashed scenes from his life. For each 

scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand; one belonging to him, and 

the other to the Lord. When the last scene of his life flashed before him he 

looked back at the footprints in the sand. He noticed that many times along 

the path of his life there was only one set of footprints. He also noticed that 

it happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life. This really both-

ered him and he questioned the Lord about it: Lord you said that once I de-

cided to follow you, you'd walk with me all the way. But I have noticed that 

during the most troublesome times in my life there is only one set of foot-

prints. I don't understand why when I needed you most you would leave me. 

The Lord replied “My son, My precious child, I love you and t would never leave you. 

During your times of trial and suffering, when you see only one set of footprints,  

……..It was then that I carried you. " 
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L RandallL RandallL RandallL Randall    



Christmas Sweetie QuizChristmas Sweetie QuizChristmas Sweetie QuizChristmas Sweetie Quiz    
M MacRM MacRM MacRM MacR    

1.   1.   1.   1.       WOBBLY INFANTSWOBBLY INFANTSWOBBLY INFANTSWOBBLY INFANTS                

2.  2.  2.  2.      DAIRY PRODUCE CARRIERDAIRY PRODUCE CARRIERDAIRY PRODUCE CARRIERDAIRY PRODUCE CARRIER    

3.3.3.3.    WISE GUYSWISE GUYSWISE GUYSWISE GUYS    

4.4.4.4.    WHERE REFINED PEOPLE LIVEWHERE REFINED PEOPLE LIVEWHERE REFINED PEOPLE LIVEWHERE REFINED PEOPLE LIVE    

5.5.5.5.    EDIBLE FASTENERSEDIBLE FASTENERSEDIBLE FASTENERSEDIBLE FASTENERS    

6.6.6.6.    9 9 9 9 –––– 10  10  10  10 –––– 11 ETC. 11 ETC. 11 ETC. 11 ETC.    

7.7.7.7.    FALLEN FRUITFALLEN FRUITFALLEN FRUITFALLEN FRUIT    

8.8.8.8.    100% VALUABLE100% VALUABLE100% VALUABLE100% VALUABLE    

9.9.9.9.    SPORT OF PRINCESSPORT OF PRINCESSPORT OF PRINCESSPORT OF PRINCES    

10.10.10.10.    WHAT SCROOGE THOUGHT OF CHRISTMASWHAT SCROOGE THOUGHT OF CHRISTMASWHAT SCROOGE THOUGHT OF CHRISTMASWHAT SCROOGE THOUGHT OF CHRISTMAS    

11.11.11.11.    TARTAN GRANITETARTAN GRANITETARTAN GRANITETARTAN GRANITE    

12.12.12.12.    SPEAK SOFTLYSPEAK SOFTLYSPEAK SOFTLYSPEAK SOFTLY    

13.13.13.13.    NOT MONDAY TO FRIDAYNOT MONDAY TO FRIDAYNOT MONDAY TO FRIDAYNOT MONDAY TO FRIDAY    

14.14.14.14.    MOTHER’S LOCALMOTHER’S LOCALMOTHER’S LOCALMOTHER’S LOCAL    

15.15.15.15.    DARK MISSILESDARK MISSILESDARK MISSILESDARK MISSILES    

16.16.16.16.    MOUTH ARRESTMOUTH ARRESTMOUTH ARRESTMOUTH ARREST    

17.17.17.17.    TINY JEWELSTINY JEWELSTINY JEWELSTINY JEWELS    

18.18.18.18.    DARK WITCHCRAFTDARK WITCHCRAFTDARK WITCHCRAFTDARK WITCHCRAFT    

19.19.19.19.    SWEET CEREALSWEET CEREALSWEET CEREALSWEET CEREAL    

20.20.20.20.    SOLAR SYSTEMSOLAR SYSTEMSOLAR SYSTEMSOLAR SYSTEM    

Santa may leave some Sweeties in Your Christmas Stocking this Year if you are very lucky! 

See if you can find the names of some Christmas Favourites from the clues above.  

There are 20 Sweeties in total to find. 

You’ll Find the answers at the bottom of page 3—Good Luck! 

 

There was a Scottish farmer who did not believe in the Christmas story. The idea that God 

would become a man was absurd. His wife, however, was a devout believer and raised their chil-

dren in her faith. The farmer sometimes gave her a hard time, mocking her faith and belief in 

the incarnation of God in the baby of Bethlehem: "It's all nonsense," he said. 'Why would God 

lower himself to become a human like us? It's such a ridiculous story." 

 

One snowy Sunday evening his wife took the children to church while the farmer relaxed at home. After they had left, 

the weather deteriorated into a blinding snowstorm. Then he heard a loud thump against the window. Then another 

thump! He ventured outside to see what was happening. There in the field was the strangest sight: a flock of geese! 

They had been migrating south but had become disorientated by the storm. They were stranded on his farm, unable to 

fly or to see their way. 

 

The farmer had compassion on them. He wanted to help them and realised his barn would give them shelter for the 

night. He opened the barn doors and stood back, hoping they would make their way in. But they didn't realise it would 

be shelter for them. So he tried to shoo the geese in, but they ran in all directions. Perplexed, he got some bread and 

made a trail to the barn door. But they still didn't catch on. Nothing he could do would get them into the warmth and 

shelter of the barn. 

 

Feeling totally frustrated, he exclaimed, 'Why don't they follow me? Can't they see this is the only place where they 

can survive the storm? How can I possibly get them to follow me?' He thought for a moment and then realised that 

they would not follow a human. He said to himself, "How can I possibly save them? The only way would be for me to be-

come a goose. If only I could become like one of them. Then I could save them. They would follow me and I would lead 

them to safety." 

At that moment he stopped and realised what he had said. The words reverberated in his head. "If only I could become 

like one of them, then I could save them."  

 

Then, at last, he understood God's heart towards humankind. He fell on his knees in the snow and worshipped him………. 

It Was Only A Winter’s Tale..?It Was Only A Winter’s Tale..?It Was Only A Winter’s Tale..?It Was Only A Winter’s Tale..?    
N.B. N.B. N.B. N.B.     
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Faith Builders Faith Builders Faith Builders Faith Builders ----    Preparing For ChristmasPreparing For ChristmasPreparing For ChristmasPreparing For Christmas    
Karen Moran Karen Moran Karen Moran Karen Moran     

Family Gift Service Sunday 16Family Gift Service Sunday 16Family Gift Service Sunday 16Family Gift Service Sunday 16thththth December 10.30am December 10.30am December 10.30am December 10.30am        

    

The Children from Faith Builders will be leading the worship and per-

forming the Nativity Play. The Children and Congregation are asked 

to bring a gift to go to Glasgow City Mission.  This year’s suggested 

gifts are as follows: 

•  Sleeping Bags 

•  Ladies / Men’s deodorant, shaving foam and razors, shower gel / shampoo combined. 

•  New men’s underwear and new thermal vests (sizes small, medium and large only). 

•  New ladies underwear (small, medium and large). 

•  New ladies / men’s hats, scarves, gloves and socks. 

We look forward to seeing you all there. 

Faith Builders Christmas Party Saturday 22Faith Builders Christmas Party Saturday 22Faith Builders Christmas Party Saturday 22Faith Builders Christmas Party Saturday 22tnd tnd tnd tnd December 2December 2December 2December 2----4pm4pm4pm4pm    

    

The party is for the Funday Club and Crosswalk Children. 

Tickets - £3 (Available after church from Laura Scott/Susan Gray) 

 

YoYo Christmas Film Night Saturday 22YoYo Christmas Film Night Saturday 22YoYo Christmas Film Night Saturday 22YoYo Christmas Film Night Saturday 22tnd tnd tnd tnd December 6December 6December 6December 6----10 pm10 pm10 pm10 pm    

    

For children of YoYo only.    

The Leaders from Faith Builders thank you for your continued support. 

MONCREIFF PUPPETS 

Will Be Appearing at 

The Choir Christmas Coffee Morning 
Saturday 15th December 

10AM 

Tickets £2.50 
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NativityNativityNativityNativity    
Karen Moran Karen Moran Karen Moran Karen Moran     

 

 

 

The word ‘nativity’ comes from the Latin word ‘natal’ which  

means birth.   

Christmas is the celebration of the birth of Jesus.   

Nativity Plays are one of the traditions of Christmas and something  

which I personally look forward to every year.   

With Shepherds dressed in tea-towels, Christmas Carols and the 

competition to see who plays Mary and Joseph, Nativity Plays have 

been a feature of Primary Schools and Church Life for generations. 

 

A recent survey revealed that some Primary School Head Teachers are watering down or ditching the 

centuries old Christmas Story in favour of modern tales to avoid upsetting pupils of other faiths or no 

faith.  The same survey also showed an overwhelming majority of families would like the Nativity Play, 

telling the story of Christ’s birth, to live on in schools no matter what religion they are. I believe the ex-

citement of having a part in a Nativity Play is a staple part of a child’s Christmas experience. 

 

Many children absolutely love a Nativity– they learn to experience their first taste of courage and fear 

as well as the unadulterated joy of dressing up and performing.  I love to watch the children – concentra-

tion on their face as they remember their words and once they accomplish this, seeing their confidence 

grow. Of course a Nativity Play is often not without some funny moments when a King’s  crown falls off, 

the Innkeeper won’t come out of the Inn, baby Jesus is dropped or the CD won’t work!  Often the slip ups 

are as moving as the successes. 

 

 Here in Moncreiff it has long been a tradition for the children of our own Church to take part in a Nativ-

ity Play on our Family Gift Service.  This year is no different and the children will be sharing ‘The Magical 

Christmas Jigsaw’ with us on Sunday 16th December.  Our rehearsals and preparations are well underway 

and hopefully you will see our children shine on the day! 

 

Through children, you see the excitement and wonder at the Christmas story.  A true gift and something 

we should all cherish. 

Some funny things children have said about the Nativity     

“Jesus was born in Beverlyhem!”  

“Wise men brought baby Jesus 

gold, frankincense and myrrh – 

no real presents – I feel sorry 

for him!” 

“Jesus was born in a stable a long way 

away from here in another country – 

Bethlehem – it’s in England!” 

A little boy drew a picture of the nativity scene and his 

teacher asks “that is a lovely picture, you have every-

one in the stable but what is this here? (pointing to a 

blob at the side of the stable)”  The boy replies “why it’s 

the stable bear!” 



Exercise Class At Moncreiff 
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Every Monday morning between 11.00 and 12.00,  a group of intrepid enthusiasts limber up to take 

part in an hour’s fun, enjoyment and exercise. This class has been a regular feature of Moncreiff 

for a number of years., and those that attend seem to really enjoy and benefit from the class. 

The class is organised by the church’s Caring Group which benefits weekly from the proceeds. 

The class is aimed at the over 50 age group and actually can boast a couple of octogenarians. 

 

Exercise, and being active,  are  massively important to 

everyone. but more so as we get older. There is a consider-

able amount of scientific research that provides strong 

evidence supporting the importance of exercise in main-

taining a healthy life.   

 

The class does not focus on rigorous exercise but more so 

on mobility and keeping joints and muscles in good working 

order. There is a structured series of exercises which fo-

cuses on mobility, flexibility, coordination, and balance as 

well as touching on aerobic work.  All exercises are done to music which is chosen every week to 

“inspire” the clients.  A regular feature of the class is a short routine which is always fun and 

helps to maintain concentration! 

 

As a newly retired teacher, I have spent a career in physical education and in teaching dance, so 

the lesson content is based on a solid body of knowledge. 

The class always welcomes new members, and anyone who takes part has said that the atmos-

phere within the class is relaxed and most enjoyable.  

 

The cost of the class is £2. 

Should you require any more details please contact Irene Hudson or myself. 

Susan Cullen Susan Cullen Susan Cullen Susan Cullen     

MONCREIFF BURNS SUPPER  - SATURDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2013 

 Bill McDougall Bill McDougall Bill McDougall Bill McDougall     

A little later than last year but once more The Fund Raising Group are hosting 

another extravaganza to celebrate the life and times of our National Bard 

Robert Burns. 

Caterers are supplying a 3 course meal and provided they buy a ticket musical 

talent, speakers and Burns enthusiasts from the Moncreiff family will perform 

for the benefit of the Congregation and Friends of Moncreiff. 

So put in your Diary Folks – this is a popular event and tickets will be at a pre-

mium. The ‘ Bring your own Wine’ Policy will prevail for the evening which will 

commence at 0630 pm for 7pm start. The Extravaganza will finish at 10 pm . 

Burns wrote ‘We hae tales to tell and we hae songs to sing’ and we will do so 

enthusiastically. 



Morning Worship — On Tape 

Every Sunday morning, our service is recorded on Audio Tape. 

If you,  or someone you know would like to receive copies from time to 
time or regularly, please tell your Elder or speak to Anne (239966) or 
contact the Church Office (223328).  

Caring Group— Can We Help You ? 
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Transport  

Hospital Visits/Appointments  - Contact Bert Waddell 

Visiting 

Church Transport  - Contact Alison McKinnon 

Nursing Homes/House Bound - Contact Irene Hudson 

Bereavement - Contact Aileen Borthwick 

Flowers 

Flower Fund - Contact Sheila Peberdy 

Distribution of Church Flowers - Contact Fiona Docherty 

Let’s Celebrate 

Flowers/Cards for Special Occasions - Contact Alison McKinnon 

 

The Caring Group continue their work within the church, but are aware that a huge 
amount of caring goes on quietly by many members of our congregation.  

 

The Caring Group also support and receive financial assistance from Keep Fit & Yoga. 
Come along and enjoy these groups and at the same time support the caring work .  

 

 

 

We continue to provide valuable services within our church community including -  

Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit ———— Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4----5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm,     

YogaYogaYogaYoga————Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30————4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm     



Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”    

    

                    Mrs.   Watt 19 Castlefield Gardens.  

 Mrs. E. Campbell, 21 St. Andrews Court 

 Mrs. A. Clark, 14 Raeburn Place.  

     Mrs Ann Coats, Duncraggan Nursing Home 

BirthBirthBirthBirth 

     Mr. & Mrs. Wilson, 18 Gourlay 

     Congratulations on the birth of a baby daughter 

East Kilbride Moncreiff Parish 
Church of Scotland 

Charities Ref. No. SC016751 

The next issue 
will be  

Spring 2013 

Visit the websiteVisit the websiteVisit the websiteVisit the website        moncreiffparishchurch.org 

CONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTER    

Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email.    moncreiff@hotmail.co.uk (New email address) 

Have you looked at our Website recently? If you have, you will have noticed that it 
has it has started out on a major makeover thanks to Fiona Lamont who has 
taken ownership for it’s development and upkeep. 

Over the next few months I’m sure you will see it fill up with information and news 
about everything that is going  on within the walls of Moncreiff. Every organisation 
will have their own page for their own news, information photographs etc. as well 
as general information about the church. 

This will be a fantastic resource, not only to provide a source of information to our own members and 
community , but to broadcast the Life and Work here in Moncreiff to anyone in the world. 

Find Us On The Web 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web 
site in an expanded form, with more photographs, 
more graphics and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far 
where to find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not 
include a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :     www.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiff----messengermessengermessengermessenger 

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Parish Assistant: Agnes Tait 

Session Clerk: Margaret Jenkins 

Hon. Session Clerk: Matt Whyte 

Treasurer: Richard Gibson 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Alan Scott 

FWO Convenor: Tom McLeish 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Morag Hannah 

Church Officer: Robert  Gillespie 

 

  

Diamond WeddingDiamond WeddingDiamond WeddingDiamond Wedding    

    

                    Warm Congratulations from everyone in Moncreiff  to Helen and Robert  

     Gillespie as they celebrate Diamond Wedding Anniversary and 60 years of 

marriage later this month. 
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