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Waiting For Summer….? 
Ewen McKinnon 

What a summer it has been, or hasn’t been as 
the case may be! (Unless you’re a lover of 
sport) 

Yes, we were all waiting for Summer, for the 
rain to stop and to feel the warmth of the Sum-
mer sunshine on our faces. However, we kept 
waiting ,wishing and hoping, but alas Autumn is 
already upon us. 

I’m sure many of you too  were also wondering 
where the Summer edition of Moncreiff Mes-
senger got to? Sadly, like our expected Summer 
weather it never quite arrived, as like our sun-
shine, articles were very much in short supply. 

So at the start of Autumn, we are here at last !  

Firstly, I’d like to apologise for the fact that 
much of the content of this issue may seem out 
of date now, as much of it relates to Summer. 
I’d also like to thank everyone who has contrib-
uted to this issue, many of whom are part of 

the very small group who regularly contribute to 
the magazine. 

Here in Moncreiff we have much to be thankful 
for. We are a church that is very much alive, 
with activity every night of the week within our 
walls. New events, initiatives and ideas spring-
ing up all the time, all of which are news worthy. 

So, without sounding like the proverbial broken 
record, I can only urge everyone to share this 
‘Life in Moncreiff’ with everyone within the 
church and out with the church. 

Do you have an event you want to advertise? 
Are you looking for new members or volunteers? 
Have you been to an event that you have en-
joyed? Do you just want to say thanks for some-
thing? – The list is endless! 

Moncreiff Messenger is for everyone.  

Everyone can contribute  

So….. Please contribute!Please contribute!Please contribute!Please contribute!    

NEWS  &  V I EWS  
FROM   

MONCRE I FF  PAR I SH  CHURCH  
EAST  K I LBR IDE  

Harvest Thanksgiving Service     (Sunday 28th October ) 
Food Donations for Glasgow City Mission  

 

WHAT THEY CAN USE: 

 

Tinned goods (preferably pull top lids): e.g. 
Beans, Soup, Tuna/meat, Fruit, Vegetables, 
& Puddings. Also Coffee, Bags of sugar, 
Bottles of diluting juice  

 

WHAT THEY CAN NOT USE:  

 

Perishable Goods : Fresh food, Home made 

food (health and safety reasons), Fruit, 
Bread,Pasta/Rice etc.  
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A View From The Manse 

 

Moncre if f   Messenger  

 

 As a summer of sports has just passed. I returned from holiday and en-

joyed the football from the European Championships which was followed in 

due course by tennis and golf and of course the London Olympics. For those 

who have no interest in such events, it must have been quite a frustrating 

time. The dominating coverage in newspapers and on our TV screens leaves 

restricted room for everything else. Most people I know however were look-

ing forward to all that will be happening. Good sportsmen and women are 

inspiring to the majority of us. Their various talents, skills and dedication to 

their own respective fields of engagement, give us all something to look up 

to be motivated by. It’s not that we ordinary mortals will ever aspire to the 

levels of fitness and skill which great athletes attain but we can enjoy imag-

ining and involving ourselves into the emotion and excitement of each succeeding event. In such ways we 

vicariously live in the moment of the thrill, in the afterglow of victory and even in the disappointment of 

defeat. 

I sometimes wish we could get as excited about our faith as we do about these external sporting stimu-

lants. If we could have a fraction of the enthusiasm about what we believe as we do about our favourite 

footballers, tennis aces, golfing hero’s or super athletes then the church would be the most thrilling envi-

ronment imaginable to be involved in. The trouble is that we so easily become stale in our relationship with 

our God and in our response to the most wonderful news that the world has ever heard in Jesus Christ His 

Son. Often therefore, our worship seems dull and lifeless by comparison with the buzz we get from events 

that are transitory and meaningless when juxtaposed to all that God has done for us and for our salvation 

in Him. 

In our Christian calendar we recently entered the Season of Pentecost. In the early church, the fire and 

wind of the Holy Spirit drove ordinary people to do wonderful and amazing things for God. They proclaimed 

the good news about Jesus death and resurrection both far and near to whosoever would listen and receive 

its healing, forgiving and restoring truth. In such a climate the church became much bigger and bolder and 

reflected the life of Christ to a waiting, wanting world. 

Could there ever be a time when we got back to the excitement and wonder of these early days when the 

thrill of the gospel outstripped the prevailing fashions and interests of the moment both sporting and oth-

erwise?  

I hope that you have had a good summer and that you enjoyed all that happened in the name of sport across 

these past months, but I also hope that you will take time to celebrate your faith, to share it with others 

in the best way you can and to rejoice in all that God has done for you in Jesus Christ. Our priority must 

always be to live in the power of His love. What a wonderful gift we have been given! May our worship, living 

and service reflect the Grace we have been offered, running the race that lie’s before us, stretching forth 

for the prize that await us and looking up to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith for all that will in-

spire us. 

 

        God Bless, 

                        Yours Aye, Neil 

 

Neil Buchanan 
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Retirement 

 

Well, that’s it! After 14 years I have retired as Clerk to the Session of Moncreiff Par-

ish Church. To have served in this capacity has been both my privilege and honour.  

In that service I have been indebted to many and learned from illustrious predecessors 

such as the man to whom I was assistant for some four years, my friend the late Angus 

MacLean. Before him, of course, was the late Bill McIntosh who served in a pro tem ca-

pacity and our Honorary Clerk, Matt Whyte. When I was admitted to the Session of 

Moncreiff, the Clerk was the great John Callaghan and it was from him and Angus that I learned many of the Mon-

creiff traditions. However, as an elder in the church, most of my training was unknowingly given by my own father and 

that training started even before my ordination 47 years ago. My father was Session Clerk in Coltness Memorial for 25 

years and I was learning about the responsibilities and duties even as a teenager without ever dreaming that I would 

find myself in that role some 35 years later. 

There have also been great ministers in Moncreiff in my time. I became treasurer just before the end of Rev. David 

Maclagan’s time and worked closely as treasurer with my good friend Rev Sandy McLachlan. Our Moderator when I be-

came Session Clerk was Rev Alastair Lusk. Even during Sandy’s time at Moncreiff, Alastair and I worked as part of the 

team but when I became Clerk we worked very closely together for over 12 years and became and still are good 

friends. It was always my intention to retire after the vacancy but this was delayed to give Rev Neil Buchanan the op-

portunity to settle into a routine in Moncreiff. Neil has now had a year and a half in the role and is beginning to stamp 

his style on the life of Moncreiff. I hope I have been able to help him get underway and will still be around the place as 

an elder and part of the Kirk Session, supporting him from the back benches. 

There have been many changes in the national church and in Moncreiff itself over the years. At my first communion 

service on duty as an elder, I had to wear a black jacket, pinstripe trousers and wing collared shirt. Most of the ladies 

in the congregation were wearing hats. At that time, even Moncreiff had a strict dress code and, of course, there were 

no ladies on the Session. I remember well receiving a phone call from the late John Callaghan on the evening before my 

service of admission in Moncreiff instructing me to be there at 10.30am wearing a dark suit and dark socks. Now, in 

Moncreiff, not only is the Kirk Session mainly comprised of ladies but the dress code is much more relaxed and toler-

ant. When did you last see a hat at a morning service? My daughter tells me that I had really only “arrived” when I at-

tended her church wearing jeans and an open neck shirt! 

Ageing elders, ageing membership and a changing society have demanded that we adapt. As with many Kirk Sessions in 

the country, we in Moncreiff have had to consider how to adapt in order to deal with that change. Moncreiff were in 

the forefront of change and after much debate and consideration, our Kirk Session decided to proceed with a system 

of Team Eldership. At the heart of that change was the care and service which an elder could extend to members while 

supporting one another. Unfortunately, many of the faults and difficulties of the old system are beginning to manifest 

themselves in the new system and new blood and new ideas are called for but the advent of a new minister in our midst 

will hopefully spark a new enthusiasm and drive in Moncreiff. 

The support of my many friends in Moncreiff and particularly my fellow elders sustained me over the years and proba-

bly the main part of my job over that time involved asking members and elders for their help in various roles. Rarely 

was this refused and, as I told the Kirk Session, one of the aspects which I will now be able to enjoy is meeting fellow 

elders and members without being greeted with, “What do you want this time?”  

          Many thanks to all.  Bill Cumming 

Bill Cumming 
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Touching The Lives Of Others 

 
Bill McDougall 

 

On Sunday 1 July I returned to Moncreiff Church after being absent for one 

month during which time I was involved as a Security officer for UEFA at the 

European Football Championships in Poland/Ukraine. 

 

That Sunday’s theme was about touching the lives of others and it was great to be back with the good peo-

ple of our congregation and catching up on all the news surrounding our congregation. It gave me the oppor-

tunity to reflect on all the people involved with me during my time away and the lasting friendships that 

have been established. 

 

Between the 4th and 6th of June I was in Warsaw and was involved in briefings about both host countries 

and about the Stadium that I would be responsible for during my time at the Euros. I was assigned to Do-

netsk in Ukraine and would have the involvement of Three Group Games/A Quarter Final and Semi Final 

Fixture. 

 

I then moved to the City of Donetsk in Ukraine on the 6th June to take up my duties. I have been in Ukraine 

before but only in their capital Kiev. Donetsk was a new experience. Prior to travelling, there was a disturb-

ing ‘Panorama’ programme in the BBC about ‘Racial’ and ‘Hooligan’ problems in Donetsk and a lot of uncer-

tainty about England fans travelling to Donetsk.  

 

My schedule of games : 
    Monday       11 June          FRANCE  - ENGLAND 

    Friday          15 June         UKRAINE - FRANCE 

                                  Tuesday      19 June         ENGLAND – UKRAINE 

                                  Saturday     23 June         SPAIN – FRANCE   (Quarter Final) 

                                  Wednesday 27 June         PORTUGAL – SPAIN   Semi Final    

 

At the heart of the Donets Basin, Donetsk is considered the centre of Ukraine’s coal mining region. It is 

also known as the ‘City of roses’, with more than 180 varieties planted in the City. Donetsk is situated 

southeast of Kyiv on the Kalmius river and is the third largest urban centre in the country. 

It was founded in 1869 by Welsh businessman John Hughes, who established a steel mill and several coal 

mines in the area. Today the City still relies heavily on the steel and coal industries, which leave an indelible 

mark on its cityscape. 

 

During my time in Donetsk I met many lovely people who were part of the Donetsk Arena Stadium and also 

I met with the community within the Hotel and City area where I had meals in many lovely restaurants. Be-

cause of the adverse publicity prior to the tournament only about 3,000 England supporters travelled to 

Donetsk. On the 19th June there was a large parade of the English through the Town in an expression of 

gratitude to the welcome and hospitality that they had received from the Ukranian people. 

One of the Volunteer drivers was a Nigerian Student who was studying medicine in Donetsk. His name was 

William and his grandfather had been a solicitor in Glasgow sometime in the 80’s and his father who is now 

a Doctor in Ukraine was brought up in Glasgow for some part of his life. William loved his participation in 

the Euro and was always delighted to be my driver in the ‘shuttle car’ between my Hotel and the Stadium.  

Another Glasgow connection was a French girl Claudine who was the UEFA Hotel coordinator in Donetsk. 

Claudine had lived in Glasgow for 10 years and had been a French Teacher in a Bishopbriggs school and for 

many years worked as the organiser of ‘Celtic Connections’. 

 



 

During my time in Donetsk I never felt threatened and the people were incensed about the BBC programme 

where they were depicted as racists. I have a lot of new friends in Ukraine including Alexander Atama-

nenko / Olexandre Rodionovskiy / Sergi Burgela/ Roman Romanov (Police Chief) /  Nataly Ivanenko.  

 

I always give thanks for the quality and integrity of the good people of this Congregation. I was delighted 

to be back on Sunday but the Service and reading by Fiona gave me the opportunity to reflect on my work 

in Ukraine and to remember the good people that enhanced my life by knowing them and allowing me to ex-

press and exchange a genuine warmth of love and understanding. 

 

          Bill McDougall 

 

 

Neil mentioned ‘Hugs’ on Sunday and the Ukranian men are big on Hugs. I had lots of Hugs when I left and 

felt the better of it.  ‘Touching the lives of others’ is important in our Church and for those we know, have 

known and yet to meet let us ensure that we meet and greet in friendship and adhere to the reading on 

Sunday 1 July about ‘the woman who touched Jesus’ cloak’.  A handshake, a smile and a kind word – the hall-

mark of a caring Church. 
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Our Web Site—Can You Help ? 

 
Fiona Lamont 

The church website has gone through a few changes of late and become a little more up to date. The 

“skeleton” of the site is there and it’s now over to the various organisations and individuals to provide the 

“meat”. A small number of members pass on material to me for inclusion. Many thanks to them for that. It’s 

possible for the organisations to have their very own pages within the site and to fill them with their pre-

ferred content and to keep it up to date. If you would like to do this for your organisation, please speak to 

me and I’ll help you set it up. 

 

 There’s a good number of people visiting our site each week, averaging around 120. Some are direct visi-

tors and some have come through other sites. It’s good to know that we are being noticed on the web. In 

order to keep being noticed and visited we need to keep our content fresh and current. If any of you have 

suggestions for pages within the site, then please let me know and I’ll try to set it up. Let’s all do our best 

to let people know about Moncreiff and to encourage them through our doors. 

 

 Visit The Website on  

       

    

www.moncreiffparishchurch.orgwww.moncreiffparishchurch.orgwww.moncreiffparishchurch.orgwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org 
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The Moncreiff Family—In Verse 

 
Marion McInally 

  
 I came to church one Sunday 
In the damp and drizzly rain 
And found the editor, Ewen,  
had placed his ‘ad’ again. 
 
 An appeal out for The Messenger 
For some words about Moncreiff, 
So I’ve put my pen to paper, 
But I’ll try to keep it brief. 
 
I can’t make fun of Bill again, 
For fear that he will sue - 
And so, my friends, you’d best watch out 
In case I write about you! 
 
Some of you were at the Moncreiff quiz 
Or the Faith Builders fun-filled day, 
And some at the General Assembly 
a quite different week away! 
 
Some have been on holiday 
And some have still to go, 
And some of us have borne a loss 
And pain no one will know. 
 
 Sunday by Sunday we meet again, 
The Family of Moncreiff, 
To walk the road side by side 
In sunshine, rain or grief. 
 
 And as the summer days go by 
And the year goes rolling on, 
I pray that the Moncreiff family  
Will still stay true and strong. 
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Watch The Birdie 

 
Niall Whyte 

My journey to finding faith in Jesus didn’t start properly until 

I was well into my thirties. I didn’t attend church as a child 

but I did have a bible passed to me when I was twelve. I only 

skimmed through it and didn’t think it was relevant to me but 

I did hold some key ideas in the back of my mind. 

 

Later in life, I was drawn to nature and in particular to birds. 

It was through my hobby of bird watching that I had one of 

my pivotal experiences that brought me to faith. 

I found myself surrounded by nature. The heat of the day warmed my back and neck; the lazy, peaceful 

sounds of the summer soothed my mind and filled me with peace. Peace and something else. I was over-

whelmed with a desire to thank something or someone, but who? 

The ideas of God, Jesus, religion and mortality had all been present in my mind, but they had never lined up. 

They had never connected directly with me, who I was and where I was in life. Only at this point in time did 

the question, ‘to who am I thankful for’, suddenly give all these things a focus. 

I had been to Baron’s Haugh, a RSPB nature reserve between Motherwell and the river Clyde. From the car 

park at the top of the hill, you can walk down towards the river, around the reserve and back up through 

the woods of Dalzell estate. A walk that could take you an hour, would take me the best part of three be-

cause of the birds and wildlife that is present. 

My moment happened as I walked beside the river. The full green, heavy leaves of the trees muted all man 

made noise but seemed to amplify those of nature. I became aware of a call. 

‘Buzzard’ went through my mind, ‘I haven’t seen one today. Will it be a fleeting glimpse or a good view?’ 

Stopping to try and locate the sound, I became aware that it was from directly above me. And there it was. 

Not a fleeting glimpse, but superb views of this magnificent bird of prey. Giant in the sky with a streaked 

breast and dark barred under wings. It was calling again and again… to its mate who appeared in the sky 

just a little above it. Just then a third buzzard came into view with subtle differences that suggested that 

it was a youngster. It was an entire family of buzzards soaring just over my head. 

A moment of clarity surrounded me. I had a feeling of being right in the moment. The feelings of peace 

became very deep, a feeling that I can recall to this day. 

 

When reflecting on these feelings later, I was persuaded that this was no random world; that this world 

and that that particular moment had been created, astonishingly, for me. With the many threads that had 

been sown through my life I began to work my way back to who was responsible for this gift. For me, that 

voyage is still continuing. I am still journeying towards my answer. 

This world is a created gift, (we may have long and interesting discussions about how it was created, but it 

was created). It was created for me and for you. So I urge you to spend time in that gift, to look at it and 

to wonder at it and, perhaps, as you travel through it, you might find a moment that brings you closer to 

the Creator. 

So, I hope you enjoyed the season of summer and the nature that surrounds you. May you find peace and 

beauty in all the things that you find. 
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Nu-U—A Quick Year ! 

 
Karen Campbell 

 
Where has the last year gone!! I can’t believe I am writing this in the last week of the 

school year; it just seems like a few months ago that I was getting my son Seth ready to 

start primary 1 and we were welcoming a new first year to Calderglen High School. 

 

 Well it has not only been a quick year but a very eventful one for me working with Nu-U. 

 

 

Schools Work 
 
My involvement at Calderglen High has increased and this year saw me teaching Christian viewpoints on Gender Roles in 

the Higher RMPS (Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies) class and the ‘Who is Jesus’ RMPS topic to first year 

pupils. The chaplaincy team and I also worked in conjunction with the RMPS department for our third Social Action 

Day, which was held at Claremont Parish Church back in February, where various charities came to speak to first year 

pupils about their work with needy people in our local community and the wider world as part of their RMPS curriculum 

on Christianity in Action. 

 

 I continue to be regularly involved in PSE (Personal Social Education) and other classes at the school on a weekly ba-

sis. I have also led assemblies, participated in the school Christmas and Easter Services and helped at the Easter 

Code Event for local primary 7 pupils, all as part of the Chaplaincy Team at Calderglen High. 

 
A new event that the chaplains put on at the end of this term was a Prayer Space – 

which I co-ordinated with help from Karen Palmer at Claremont Parish Church and vari-

ous volunteers from the local churches. First year pupils were given a whole period to 

come to the space for some thought and reflection and it was also open to the whole 

school at lunchtime. There were 3 distinct areas inspired by the local East Kilbride area, 

with various stations which asked the individual to reflect on a particular issue and in-

volved an active response. These areas were: 

 
Calderglen Park                     – Complete with a collage tree picture and birdsong soundtrack 

The Town Centre                  - Which had a post box to send letters to God and our own ‘Wailing Wall’ inspired by the  

                      real one in Jerusalem  

Calderglen High School        - With the popular ‘Ask God’ computer suite wall which allowed pupils to ask any  

                      questions they had on big life issues. This also involved a world focus highlighting  

         current global concerns with pupils researching problems in a wide range of countries and    

         saying a prayer for them 

 

Feedback from both pupils and staff was very positive regardless of their belief in God, and most appreciated a quiet 

place to think through issues and worries both personally and globally. We are hoping to take this event forward for 

other year groups next session. 

 
Mark Morris (Assistant Pastor at Calderwood Baptist) and I also saw an encouraging in-

crease to the number of non-church kids coming along to the Scripture Union Group at 

Calderglen High, which we rebranded SOLID earlier this year. This increase was largely 

due to visits to first, second and third year classes to promote SOLID and other Nu-U 

activities. SOLID meets in the high school on Thursday lunchtimes and we look at what it 

means to live as a Christian in a fun and relevant way. We now have between 8 and 12 pupils 

with no church background attending the group regularly but hope to see this increase 

again so we can reach more pupils with the message of Jesus in the coming year. 
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Other activities: 
 
Nu-Friday, our youth drop-in on Friday nights at Calderwood Community Hall, also had a influx of new young people 

this term following on from visits to classes at Calderglen High and then to local primary 7 classes in June. We finished 

the year off with our annual BBQ at Calderwood Baptist Church and are looking forward to a well earned break for the 

summer. 

We are always looking for people to help out at Nu-Friday so if you could give us a few hours on a Friday, especially if 

you feel gifted in working with young people, then we would love to hear from you. Speak to Ann McKinnon if you would 

like any further information. 

 
 I continue to run a Girl’s Bible Study Group on a Friday afternoon and we consistently have 4 or 5 girls regularly at-
tending. It has been a pleasure to see these girls grow in their faith in the past year. During the summer term we did 

the YFC ‘Art of Connecting’ course, which aims to equip and encourage young people to share their faith with their 

peers. Over the last year we have also established a Boy’s Bible Study, which is led by Mark Morris and Andy 

McArthur, the new youth worker at Claremont Church. 

 

  

Another new venture this year was a Nu-U Weekend Away . Karen Palmer, 

Andy McArthur, Mark Morris and myself took 11 young people to Abernethy - 

Barcaple Outdoor Centre in March.  We had a fantastic time and enjoyed vari-

ous activities, including raft building, a tree climb, the zip wire and mountain 

biking. Most of the young people who signed up do not attend church regularly 

so this was a great opportunity to further relationships and share God’s love 

with them. The young people thoroughly enjoyed this time away together and it 

is definitely something we feel would be worthwhile doing again in the future. 

 
 

 

Funding and the Future 

 

The project is currently preparing for a major review now that the Parish Development Funding is coming to an end and 

I have been in the job for three years. We are collating feedback from all areas of the project and will be looking at 

how we can shape the future vision and work of the project to continue to meet the objectives and aims set out when 

the youth project was established. Your prayers for us as we do this would be very much appreciated. 

 

 Funding is still an ongoing issue and we hope to use the information collated in our review of the project to help with 

current and upcoming funding applications. Again prayer for our future funding would be appreciated over the coming 

months. 

 

There is so much to be thankful about in the work of Nu-U over the last year. We have seen numbers increase and new 

young people in many of our activities. I have also been greatly encouraged to see young people I have build up relation-

ships with through my work in the school come along to SOLID, Nu-Friday and other local church youth activities.  

 

 We want to thank you all for your continued prayer, support and encouragement. Please do continue to pray for each 

area of our work; in the school and in the community, as we seek to reach out to our young people with the message of 

hope that only our Lord Jesus can bring. 

 

 Yours in his service, 

 

 Karen Campbell 

Nu-U Youth Worker 
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Our Holidays - Cornwall 
Douglas Lindsay  

Our summer holiday this year took us to Cornwall: what a beautiful county it is, and what delightful, gra-

cious, friendly people we met. 

We bring to the congregation here the greetings of three quite diverse congregations and communities. 

 

 Firstly, on the Sunday, we worshipped in Newquay United Reformed Church, a congregation which came 

into being in 1972 after many years in the Congregational Union. We were made to feel very welcome and 

met people who, in their own words "have a real sense of excitement about what, lies ahead for the church 

and look to God to lead us into the future" 

The singing was bright, the sermon - on the life of Abraham - was relevant, challenging, at times humorous, 

though maybe a shade overlong, and the Service ended with the celebration of Communion. 

 

 On the Thursday afternoon our trip took us to Truro, and while most of 

the party headed far the shops, we made our way to Truro Cathedral, and 

were glad to have done so. This Cathedral is England's second youngest, the 

foundation stone having been laid in 1880. The avowed intent of the de-

signer was "to create a building which would bring people soonest to their 

knees," and in that he succeeded, for it is very beautiful, has some lovely 

stained glass, and as we lunched in the Refectory we sat with three ladies 

associated with its work and witness. 

 

 Friday was a free day and we bravely (foolishly ?) decided to make our own 

way by public transport on the village, of Boscastle, which many of you will 

remember was nearly swept away by dreadful floods in August 2004. 

We lunched in 'The Harbour Light" which had been one building totally destroyed, but which has been lov-

ingly rebuilt as near as possible to the original, with a lovely, but strange, inslanting roof. We than moved 

across to a shop owned by Trixie Webster whom we remembered from the TV series "A Village Parish". 

She sells all the sort of things one might expect to see in a tourist village, but her supreme aim is to reach 

people -with the news that God loves them.  

She is a lovely lady - (Marjory would claim that all Websters are) - and was quite amazed when we answered 

'yes' on the question “Do any children come to your church ?" 

 

We returned to hear something of a valiant Church of Scotland congregation in Glasgow whose numbers 

average about 15 on a Sunday, and it must be so easy to become discouraged.  

 

Our holiday showed us that God has His people all over the place, and if you still have your holiday before 

you on reading this, then try to get alongside a congregation when you are away, encourage it, and be en-

couraged yourselves. 

 

  ‘The Big Sing’ 
For Christian Aid 

Sunday 28th October 2012 

Westwood Parish Church 

7:30pm 
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Our Holidays - Innellan  (Matheson Church) 
Alison McKinnon 

We have been fortunate as a family to have had the opportunity over many years to enjoy holidays in  

Innellan, a small village near Dunoon, and this year was no exception.  The delights of the Clyde coast beck-

oned and we once again found ourselves exploring the Cowal countryside in somewhat variable weather.   

 

In all the years we have visited Innellan, I am ashamed to say, we have never wor-

shipped in the local church, Innellan Parish Church also known as Matheson church 

after it’s minister the blind Dr George Matheson the well known hymn writer and 

minister, and this year we decided to ‘give it a try’. 

 

His most famous hymn, ‘O love that wilt not let me go’, is a firm favourite in Mon-

creiff and although we did not sing this on our visit, we did sing a hymn written by a 

former son of Moncreiff , the Reverend Iain Cunningham. 

 

The Innellan church has been on its present site since 1853 and continues to provide a sanctuary for the 

local area. The church remains a beautiful old building with stunning stained glass windows modelled on Wil-

liam Holman Hunt’s famous painting ‘The Light of the World’ depicting Christ knocking at the door with no 

handle.  The glass is fashioned in such a way that no matter what type of weather or light conditions, the 

lamp in Christ’s hand always shines brightly , lighting the way ahead. 

 

 

 

Although small in number, around 30 worshippers, the congrega-

tion gave us a most warm and friendly welcome (so warm that Ca-

triona managed to melt the soles of her shoes on the central 

heating pipes under the pews!!!).  Life within the church is busy, 

with members of the congregation providing weekly soup and 

sandwiches in the local village  hall, regular coffee mornings, mid-

week worship and holiday clubs.  For such a small congregation, 

their commitment and enthusiasm was evident and we found our 

visit to Innellan Parish Church uplifting and inspiring and will cer-

tainly return again when we next find ourselves in Dunoon. 

1st Saturday of Every Month 
(10am—12 Noon) 

Tables £7 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966)/Liz Craig (221412) 



TraidcraftTraidcraftTraidcraftTraidcraft    
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Anne McIntyre Anne McIntyre Anne McIntyre Anne McIntyre     

For more than 25 years, Moncreiff members and friends have been sup-

porting ‘Fair Trade’ month by month after worship on Sundays and in the 

supermarkets by making a decision to buy these goods.  

 

When we go to the supermarkets for our shopping, we are probably thinking  

‘How much more will it  cost us to feed our family this week?’ 

However, there are people just like us in far-off places who are thinking  

‘ Will we have enough money to feed our family this week?’  

 

We can choose which brands of foodstuffs to buy -  by price, quality, appearance or by a preferred taste. 

Most people who support fair trade have chosen one or more items to replace their usual brand and if every 

person chose just ONE item from their weekly shopping list think what a huge difference this would make 

to the workers in Third World countries. 

In our country, we support people who complain when they do not receive a fair wage for a fair days work. 

Why don’t we support workers in third World countries who do not receive a fair wage. 

Companies like Traidcraft only buy from producers who pay fair wages. The Fair Trade logo is only given to 

these producers. 

 

I have heard people who complain that these goods are more expensive to buy here. Please think about the 

people who toil day after day to earn a living, often in extremely hot weather and poor working conditions 

to give us good quality food to eat. Where would we be without rice, pasta, tea, coffee, bananas, chocolate, 

dried fruit, sugar, etc.  All of these and more can be bought with the Fair Trade logo in the supermarkets 

and are of a very high standard. 

 

Please give this your consideration. Choose ONE item on your shopping list and replace it with a fairly 

traded brand and try it out for quality and taste. This item may cost a bit more, but just think that you are 

helping someone who is much worse off financially than you are, and you probably will enjoy the product. 

If you already buy fairly traded goods, please keep up the good work. 

Thank you to all the faithful supporters who buy from the Traidcraft stall month after month.  

Saturday 24th November 2012 

(10-4pm) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the July issue of Life and Work this month there is an excellent article by the Very Rev Dr James 

Simpson reflecting on lessons golf teaches us about life.  Golf is not an easy game to master ‘Hit the ball 

straight rather than far. Try and keep to the fairways.’ That is good advice. There is also reward in life in 

keeping to the straight and narrow, in seeking to follow the teachings and example of Him who ‘went about 

doing good.’  ‘Straight is the gate and narrow the way’ said Jesus, ‘which leads to life.’ 

 

We all learned more about each other on our Fellowship Day and we look forward to another outing before 

the season is finished. 

Thanks to all who contributed to a memorable Golf Day. 

                                                                                       Bill McDougall 

 

PS   I am glad that the Very Rev Dr James Simpson was not at the 18th Fairway to see a ‘drookit’ and tired 

McDougall on his hands and knees hacking with an Iron trying to get out the rough and away from the trees.   

‘Hit the ball straight’ aye right. 
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Moncreiff Fellowship Golf Day Moncreiff Fellowship Golf Day Moncreiff Fellowship Golf Day Moncreiff Fellowship Golf Day ----    (Greenburn Golf Club, Fauldhouse)(Greenburn Golf Club, Fauldhouse)(Greenburn Golf Club, Fauldhouse)(Greenburn Golf Club, Fauldhouse)    
Bill McDougall Bill McDougall Bill McDougall Bill McDougall     

The GuildThe GuildThe GuildThe Guild    
Anne McIntyre Anne McIntyre Anne McIntyre Anne McIntyre     

Nine members of Moncreiff Church plus 1 out-

sider from the West Kirk (who won 1st Prize) 

attended the inaugural Fellowship Golf Day at 

Greenburn Golf Club courtesy of Christine and 

Ian Caitlin’s son who is the Golf Professional at 

Greenburn. 

It was a good day and dry for the first 6 holes 

and then the rain came down. Although wet and 

some more miserable than others all 10 players 

finished and enjoyed an excellent lunch and prize 

giving.  

An excellent day enjoyed by all and with some 

competitive scores despite the inclement 

weather.  

As with most Church organizations, The Guild has now completed  a break for the Summer.  We usually 

start back on the first Tuesday in October, but this year we started back on Tuesday 29th September with 

a fundraiser featuring Studio 32 who provided a fantastic night of entertainment which was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all who attended the event. 

This is a very special year for us, the Guild movement is celebrating its 125th birthday this year and Mon-

creiff Guild, together with other Guilds in East Kilbride, will be celebrating throughout the year.  

Watch out for details. 

The ladies of the Committee have been busy organizing the syllabus for the new session and anyone wishing 

to join with us on Tuesday evenings  will be very welcome (gentlemen too).  

Please come along and see what we have to offer, you may be pleasantly surprised. 



Short Notes Short Notes Short Notes Short Notes     
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Many at you know that I disappear from time to time to help my close friend Rev. Marnie Johnston, minister of Kinning Park Parish Church. At the moment Marnie is recovering from surgery and  will be "out of the game" for several months.  
A locum is in place, but I will be returning there for the month of September, and I ask that you join me in praying that Marnie by then will be able to resume her duties. In 2000 Marnie was introduced to this con-gregation and parish, and I was privileged to  be  asked  by  Presbytery  to  "give  the Charges". I still have my  exact words, and she gets 10/10 

   Douglas Lindsay 

I recently had the pleasure of dropping in on 

Bill and Eleanor Halliday (previously of 

Moncreiff) when going through Kinlochleven 

earlier in July.  They send their love and best 

wishes to all in Moncreiff. They are loving 

their life there (can't blame them, I have 

many childhood memories of Kinlochleven 

where my mum was born and brought up). 

Both are well, Eleanor of course is still very 

busy as the session clerk of Kinlochleven 

Parish church. I would be happy to pass on 

any messages to them from others within the 

congregation 
Attached is a photo I took of them. 
Kindest regards  

Ailsa Harper Hennessey 

Thank youThank youThank youThank you    

    

    
A big thank 

you for all y
our kind wis

hes 

and cards. T
hanks for als

o visiting me
 in 

hospital, esp
ecially Neil 

and Agnes. A
lso 

thank you to
 the people w

ho phoned. I
’m 

now in Strat
haven, but h

ope to come 
to 

Moncreiff oc
casionally. 

 

   Mary Bowie
 

 

Thank you  
To the young people who took part in the 

service on Sunday the 24th of June. May I 

say that I thoroughly enjoyed it. The Band 

who played ‘Majesty’ beautifully, the sing-

ing of the youngsters, and the Moncreiff 

Puppets…..Wow!! You all did extremely 

well, and I would like to say a big thank 

you to you the teachers, (Plus Neil) from 

the bottom of my heart, and I daresay 

there will be others in the congregation 

who will agree with me! 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Graham. 
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3rd World Group  3rd World Group  3rd World Group  3rd World Group  ----  Mercy Ships   Mercy Ships   Mercy Ships   Mercy Ships     
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Barbara Graham Barbara Graham Barbara Graham Barbara Graham     

In this issue of the magazine I’m going to tell you a story of the work of one of 

the charities, MERCY SHIPS.  

They travel to where they are needed. 

 

 Waiting for hope. 

The villagers called Abdul the ‘devil child’ because of his deformed, curling club 

feet. Abdul was abandoned by his mother, but his father Simeon stood by his 

side because he knew that the boy’s            

condition was medical.  

 

As Abdul grew up, he walked on the top of his feet, but the local children would taunt 

him until he hid in the house, sobbing from the pain of rejection. 

 

Simeon was determined to find medical treatment to correct his son’s feet. They vis-

ited many doctors but never found anyone who could help them. Yet, Simeon had a 

strong faith in God and firmly believed that one day Abdul would be healed. 

 

 One day a radio advert announced the arrival of 

Mercy Ships to assess people for surgery. Abdul and his father stood in line 

for an exhausting three days to be seen. It was worth every second when 

Abdul was accepted for treatment. 

His future will now be worlds apart from what it would have been before 

treatment – he would have been begging on the streets. Now, he will work, 

contributing to society, which gives him a bright future.  

 

A delighted Abdul beamed “I am happy because I can walk to school when I go home.” 

This is just one child that you have helped with all your donations for which I thank you yet again. I would 

also like to thank you for the bottles and a very big thank you for the glasses that you are bringing in just 

now. 

 

Arts Exhibition : East Kilbride Old 

The Annual East Kilbride Community Arts Exhibition will be held within the Old Parish Church Hall, Glebe Street on 

Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th October 2012. 

This will be the 10th anniversary of the inauguration of this exhibition of art by the Art Group & Tutors of East Kil-

bride Arts Centre and other local artists throughout the community. It is hoped that it will again attract a wide range 

of exhibits of painting, drawing, sculpture, printmaking, collage, textile art, pottery and photography. 

Exhibits will be available for purchase and the funds raised will be used to assist with building restoration and the com-

munity outreach work by the Old Parish Church. In 2011 the exhibition raised nearly £1800 for the work of the church. 

This year’s event will again include a very popular tearoom with home baking and an attractive range of craft stalls. 

Entry forms for the event will be available from 9 September at the Village Arts Centre and on the EK Old website -  

 

http://www.ekopc.org.uk/ 



YoYo visit to Eva Burrows Centre (Cambuslang)YoYo visit to Eva Burrows Centre (Cambuslang)YoYo visit to Eva Burrows Centre (Cambuslang)YoYo visit to Eva Burrows Centre (Cambuslang)    
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Susan Burns offered our children from Yo-Yo an opportunity to visit a 

Homeless Unit run by The Salvation Army and after discussions with the 

kids it was agreed that we would take her up on her offer. 

 

So on Sunday 26th August straight after the Church service, Leaders- 

Susan, Alan, Cara and myself along with a group of youngsters headed off 

with a little trepidation to The Eva Burrows Centre in Cambuslang.  

 

Upon arrival the kids (and leaders) were a little anxious as to what we were going to see and who we would  

meet. However, after signing in we were taken into a lounge and given an extremely warm welcome from 

staff and (service users), a bit of a strange name at first but what else do you call some-one in that posi-

tion. They are not prisoners or inmates and residents is unsuitable as they are there for a very short dura-

tion. However, it was soon obvious they were people in a very difficult position.  

 

After a brief introduction and discussions with members of staff, we were split into groups and given a 

tour of the facility by service users. I was a little concerned at first as the leaders were put together in 

one group and that meant the kids were all without a Leader during their tour, but we had nothing to be 

concerned about. The service users were very good and as we were all walking around the facility at the 

same time, we could keep an eye on things.  The facility itself is basic and clean and is well protected with 

security entrance and video cameras as some of the users can be very vulnerable. Each user has a single 

room with a WC and there is a couple of Family rooms for parents with children, (mostly single parents we 

were told), as well as communal kitchens and TV rooms.  

The users were very forthcoming with their problems and issues. Financial and Domestic Issues, Alcohol 

and Drugs were among the main reasons why many were there. I could only admire their honesty in sharing 

such details with strangers like us. 

 They have to be open and honest with each other as they are all living together under one roof and they 

have various evenings, cooking, games nights , karaoke nights to keep them amused, and I think we all got 

the feeling from the users that we met that they all seem to pull together to help each other out as they 

all are in the same position – Homeless. 

 

After our tours we reconvened in the Lounge where a spread of sandwiches, crisps, juice etc had been  

prepared for us by the users. I was gob smacked that they had gone to this trouble for us as they are the 

ones with money worries and issues. We then had an open discussion with staff and users followed by  

questions which our kids had prepared and again the users were very frank and forthcoming with their  

answers. 

 

With questions and discussions over (there were a couple of users that could talk for Scotland) we gave our 

thanks for what was a really interesting visit and said our goodbyes.                                                                                                 

The journey back was full of talk by the kids centred on what they had seen and heard that day, and how 

they had been given a shock in what it actually means to be homeless. 

Sadly, the reality of homelessness can happen to anyone at anytime. This reality was made only too clear to 

us today. And for all you concerned parents out there, I think that this visit may just have put off any 

thoughts of running away from home. 

!In all it was a fascinating visit enjoyed by the leaders just as much as the kids and again our thanks go to 

the staff and service users for allowing us to visit and to Susan Burns for arranging it. 

            Andy Gray 

Andy Gray Andy Gray Andy Gray Andy Gray     



The Girls BrigadeThe Girls BrigadeThe Girls BrigadeThe Girls Brigade————50 Years in Moncreiff50 Years in Moncreiff50 Years in Moncreiff50 Years in Moncreiff    
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This year saw the 3rd East Kilbride Girls Brigade Company celebrate their 50th anni-

versary.  The annual display was supported and enjoyed by many family and friends and 

enjoyed a trip through the decades starting with the swinging 60’s up to  the present 

time.  The girls entertained their guests with singing, dancing and sketches with all 

departments participating and thoroughly enjoying the night. The night came to a con-

clusion with the much anticipated presentation of certificates and we were delighted 

to  welcome Mrs Jennifer Major, divisional commissioner for Glasgow who presented 

the girls with their awards.  A great  finish to a night which truly celebrated the suc-

cess of our company. 

 

Eilidh McKinnon Eilidh McKinnon Eilidh McKinnon Eilidh McKinnon     

We’re all used to rainy days here in Scotland, but unfortunately on the day that me and three other girls 

from the 3rd East Kilbride Girls Brigade company set off for our Duke of Edinburgh expeditions in Au-

gust, it seemed to be more like a monsoon! The thought of a 3 day hike in torrential rain and camping in 

the mud was by no means exciting, but somehow, me and my team managed to pull through. I can’t moan 

too much though! Thankfully the weather did brighten up towards the end and we were lucky to spend 

one of the nights camping in the hills of Perthshire next to an old farmhouse which was a fantastic ex-

perience. The hike itself was great (apart from a slight detour caused by our map reading skills!) and we 

were able to see some beautiful countryside. Overall it was a lot of fun, despite ending up with a very 

soggy rucksack and a broken toe from falling in a bog! I definitely can’t wait to start my gold award! 

The Girls BrigadeThe Girls BrigadeThe Girls BrigadeThe Girls Brigade————Duke of Edinburgh Award ExpeditionDuke of Edinburgh Award ExpeditionDuke of Edinburgh Award ExpeditionDuke of Edinburgh Award Expedition    
Catriona McKinnon Catriona McKinnon Catriona McKinnon Catriona McKinnon     

GB Display—50 Years in Moncreiff 



Girls Brigade  50th Anniversary Display—Photos 

 

Page 18 Moncre if f   Messenger  



Moncreiff - A Caring Church 

 
Alison McKinnon 
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‘Pick A Card’ – A New Venture From The Caring Group 
 

Caring within the Moncreiff family has been an integral part of church life for as long as I can remember 

and it continues to be so today.  The Caring group continues to offer a more organised and formal type of 

caring including home visiting, hospital transport and care home visits as well as supporting keep fit and 

yoga  classes within the church.  We very much rely on the congregations help to keep us informed of those 

in hospital and at home needing visits, those needing transport or practical support and appreciate the 

enormous amount of care and compassion that is shown on a daily basis from members of the congregation. 

 Requests for celebration cards and cards of congratulations have been slow in coming in and it would be 

good to hear from anyone who is celebrating a special occasion, as we as a group feel it is important to rec-

ognise the happy and joyful occasions in the life of our church family. 

The recent family social in March, was once again a huge success thanks to the hard work and support of 

the whole congregation and it is hoped that these events continue to help develop friendships and a sense 

of wellbeing within our congregation. 

We hope you have had a good summer with the opportunity to recharge your batteries 

for the session ahead and thank you for your ongoing support. 

In order to save our members having to make a special trip to Motherwell or Glasgow to purchase  

suitable greetings cards the Caring Group are setting up a card stall.  

Marion McInally 

This will be available after morning service both in the Callaghan Hall 

and in the front vestibule at the Care Group table. 

We have started with a small general selection:- Thinking of you, 

Birthday and With Sympathy  plus a couple of blank ones for your 

own message. 

The selection will change monthly and we will include cards appropri-

ate to the special seasons in the  

church year, and hope to enlarge the range according to demand. 

Please have a look when you have tea or coffee, or when leaving the 

building. If you have any special requirement please talk to Irene 

Hudson, Marion McInally or any member of the group. 

Messy Church ? 
Coming to Moncreiff 

Sunday 2nd December 2012 

What Is 

Details Coming Soon………. 



Morning Worship — On Tape 

Every Sunday morning, our service is recorded on Audio Tape. 

If you,  or someone you know would like to receive copies from time to 
time or regularly, please tell your Elder or speak to Anne (239966) or 
contact the Church Office (223328).  

Caring Group— Can We Help You ? 
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Transport  

Hospital Visits/Appointments  - Contact Bert Waddell 

Visiting 

Church Transport  - Contact Alison McKinnon 

Nursing Homes/House Bound - Contact Irene Hudson 

Bereavement - Contact Aileen Borthwick 

Flowers 

Flower Fund - Contact Sheila Peberdy 

Distribution of Church Flowers - Contact Fiona Docherty 

Let’s Celebrate 

Flowers/Cards for Special Occasions - Contact Alison McKinnon 

 

The Caring Group continue their work within the church, but are aware that a huge 
amount of caring goes on quietly by many members of our congregation.  

 

The Caring Group also support and receive financial assistance from Keep Fit & Yoga. 
Come along and enjoy these groups and at the same time support the caring work .  

 

 

 

We continue to provide valuable services within our church community including -  

Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit Keep Fit ———— Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4 Monday 4----5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm, 5 pm,     

YogaYogaYogaYoga————Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30Wednesday 3:30————4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm 4:30pm     



Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”    

    

                    Mrs.  A   Roberts, 125 Geddes Hill.  

 Miss. J.  French,  42 Saddlers Wells Court.  

 Mrs.   E. Mowatt,  19 Baillie Place.  

     Mr.     R. Prow,  58 Salisbury. 

     Mrs.    E. Galbraith,  Cander Avon Nursing Home, Stonehouse.  

 Mrs.   Greer,  20 Crawford Drive  

      

MarriageMarriageMarriageMarriage    

    

                    Stuart and Karen Boslam, 7th September 2012 
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CONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTERCONGREGATIONAL   REGISTER    

Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email.    moncreiff@hotmail.co.uk (New email address) 

Have you looked at our Website recently? If you have, you will have noticed that it 
has it has started out on a major makeover thanks to Fiona Lamont who has 
taken ownership for it’s development and upkeep. 

Over the next few months I’m sure you will see it fill up with information and news 
about everything that is going  on within the walls of Moncreiff. Every organisation 
will have their own page for their own news, information photographs etc. as well 
as general information about the church. 

This will be a fantastic resource, not only to provide a source of information to our own members and 
community , but to broadcast the Life and Work here in Moncreiff to anyone in the world. 

Find Us On The Web 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web 
site in an expanded form, with more photographs, 
more graphics and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far 
where to find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not 
include a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :     www.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiffwww.moncreiffparishchurch.org/moncreiff----messengermessengermessengermessenger 

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Neil Buchanan 

Parish Assistant: Agnes Tait 

Session Clerk: Margaret Jenkins 

Hon. Session Clerk: Matt Whyte 

Treasurer: Richard Gibson 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Alan Scott 

FWO Convenor: Tom McLeish 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Morag Hannah 

Church Officer: Robert  Gillespie 

 

  


