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Dates For Your Diary 

Services For The Festive Season 

Sunday 15h December 10:30 am 
Christmas Gi� Service - ‘Wriggly Na�vity’ 
Featuring the children from Faithbuilders 

Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve 
‘I Wish it Could Be Christmas Every Day’ - 7:00 pm  
Tea/Coffee/Hot Chocolate & mince pies in the J.C.Hall a�er the service. 

Wednesday 25th December  - Christmas Day 
Family service - 10:30 am (Service Begins at 11:00am) 
Tea/coffee & Shortbread will be available in the J.C.Hall prior to the service. 
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A View From Another Manse 

 Kevin De Beer 

It is my privilege to write a letter as interim moderator as we head into the sea-

son of Advent. The year 2019 has been both a challenging and exciting one. We 

have faced the challenge of saying farewell to the Rev Neil Buchanan and contin-

ue in praying blessings upon his retirement. We have also begun the exciting pro-

cess of reflecting on our shared ministry and preparing ourselves for the possi-

bility of a new minister. There is a real sense in which we do not know how long it 

will take for this process to unfold and so we continue in expectant prayer as we 

spend some time reflecting on the gift that we are as Moncreiff Parish Church 

and the gifts that we share with each other and the wider community.  

 
The season of Advent can truly be one of hope and joy as we reflect on the ministry that we offer and 

the opportunities that will present themselves in the year 2020 and beyond. I would thus encourage you 

to read our parish profile which is readily available on our website and to continue in prayer as we seek 

God’s guidance as to who our next minister of Word and Sacrament might be.  

 
The season of Advent is also a season that offers a variety of opportunities for worship and prayer.     

It is the season that helps us prepare us for that most remarkable of events – the coming of the Messi-

ah. There might well be a tendency to become a little familiar with this story of the Messiah in the 

sense that we have probably heard it far too often. We can be tempted to believe that we have it all fig-

ured out. Is it not the story of a young couple, a vulnerable baby, shepherds and angels? We might even 

explore it a little further in terms of Matthew’s wonderful reminder that it is the story of Emmanuel – 

God with us in the gift of a child (Matthew 1:23). The season of Advent reminds us, however, that it is 

not merely about a child and the story of the nativity. It is also a time of preparing ourselves for the 

repeated surprise of God’s coming to his people in the gift of the Messiah.  

 

This is a story that unfolds against the backdrop of a people waiting in eager anticipation for a hero and 

we can probably identify with that sense of expectation. We still wait for a leader who can lead, guide, 

and inspire a people and it is true to say that they are few and far between. In the days before Jesus 

there was a longing for such a hero and one such longing found itself expressed in the expectation that 

the time was ripe for the arrival of God’s Messiah. There were undoubtedly those who continued with 

‘life as usual’ and tried as best as they could to adjust to Roman occupation. There were others, however, 

who longed for a measure of liberation. They might well have imagined what the world might look like if 

the Messiah came and how their lives might be different if the Messiah came in their lifetime. The sim-

ple reality was that they were not exactly sure what to look for in the Messiah.  

 
Jesus, however, spoke like one who knew God’s plans for the Messiah and even though his words would 

only have been heard by a relatively small group of people they have managed to reach us through the 

diligence and commitment of the Gospel authors. Jesus told the people to prepare for the Messiah, to 

stay on the watch, to keep on with expectant hope, for things were about to happen. The time was near, 

it was very close, and they should be ready. Matthew captures that sense of expectancy remarkably well 

when he records what Jesus had to say regarding the coming of the Messiah (spoken of as the ‘Lord’ and 

as the ‘Son of Man’) “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 

But understand this: if the owner of the house had known at what time of night 

the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house 

be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at 

an hour when you do not expect him” (Matthew 24:42-44 NIV) These words of 

Jesus serve as an incredible reminder of the urgency of life and of this season 

of Advent.  
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Thankyou ! 

 

Margaret Little 

My hope and prayer for all of us is that we would truly expe-

rience something of that sense of expectant hope this sea-

son. Yes, that we would not simply settle for the way/s in 

which we have always understood and appreciated the Ad-

vent/Christmas season, but that we would remain open to the 

gift of the surprise of God’s Spirit and that we would truly 

experience this season as offering the gifts of new perspec-

tives and new beginnings. May this Advent and Christmas sea-

son truly prove to be a time offering new life and new       

opportunities.  

 

On behalf of my family I thank you for the rich privilege of serving Moncreiff as interim moderator. We 

hold Moncreiff in our prayers and our hearts for without you the time of transition to Scotland could well 

have been incredibly difficult. With your love and support we have found our feet and our bearings in  

Scotland and we will always be appreciative of your warmth and your welcome. We are confident that the 

gift of that welcome will also serve as a gracious invitation to whoever our next minister of Word and Sac-

rament might be.  

I look forward to the many and varied ways in which God will surprise us with his Grace during this Advent 

season and beyond. As 2020 beckons may this Advent/Christmas season truly prove to be a time of love 

and blessing.  

          Bless you all, 

          Kevin De Beer  

I would like to thank the congregation who sup-

ported the sale of pancakes on a Sunday morning.  

The total donated as of the end of October is an 

amazing total of -  

£2000 

 



Ques�ons 

 Marion McInally 
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Angels singing woke the town 

Did someone really write it down? 

Shepherds left their flocks we’re told 

Were they locked up in their fold? 

 

Wise men with gifts followed a star 

Did they really travel so far? 

Parents and child in a stable bare 

Was Mary’s donkey really there? 

 

We’ve known the story from an early age 

But can we trust it on the page? 

Does it matter in life today 

Or is it just a children’s play? 

 

This is the story we all know 

But did it really happen so? 

Is it true, or just a fable 

That Christ was born in a lowly stable? 

 

Whether it’s true or whether it’s not 

Really doesn’t matter a jot. 

It doesn’t change God’s love for us 

Nothing on this earth ever does. 

2nd Saturday of Every Month 

(10am—12 Noon) 

Tables £5 from 

Anne McIntyre (239966) 

Liz Craig (221412) 
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3rd East Kilbride Girls Brigade 

 Suzanne  Bennie 

 

 

Some of you may be wondering about why we have pictures of buses on display in the John 

Callaghan hall so here is the explanation. 

 

During the summer Girls' Brigade Glasgow Division, which we are part of, ran an advertising 

campaign on the back of First Buses.  During this time, they ran a competition asking com-

panies to take photographs and post them on the Facebook page.  The company who spotted 

the most was to win a prize and you guessed it, 3rd East Kilbride were the winners.  This 

may have been down to Eva and Matilda who had their mum chasing buses for weeks!!  The 

Amazon Fire tablet that we won is coming in very handy on a Tuesday night. 

The other reason we decided to do the bus scene was for part of the Explorers badgework which this 

session is ‘Transportation'.  The Juniors are doing Disney for their badgework and the Brigaders are 

doing Japan 2020. 

We are currently practicing our singing for the choir coffee morning and are hoping to take part in the 

GB Scotland ‘Ambassabee Challenge' from 1st to 12th December where we have a list of tasks to com-

plete which must include our bee mascot.  Watch out on FB for what we get up to. 

 

We are bag packing at Sainsbury's at Kingsgate on Tuesday 3rd December and on 10th December we'll be 

having our Christmas parties / outings. 

 

A very merry Christmas from all the girls and Officers. 

 

     Suzanne 

A Concert For Christmas 

Moncreiff Parish Church 

East Kilbride 

Saturday 14th December 

7:30 pm 

Tickets £6 
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Moncreiff Caring Group 

 
Ailsa Harper Hennessey (Coordinator) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wow! As I am writing this note it is the end of the Christian calendar and as we look 

forward to advent and the new year, with new possibilities for all of us.  As I look 

around our streets and shops there are lights and decorations  going up all over the 

place. This early! Really! As we prepare during this advent season help us remember 

the hope, peace, joy found in the manger. 

Where has the year gone? For many, this year has been a greatly blessed year with 

the celebration of new life and relationships and life changing events. For others ,it 

has been the hardest of their lives, with ill health, pain and loss of many different kinds.  It has been a 

busy year for some of us, busier than many years and yet there are others who’s lives have been slower, 

by choice, by life changes and not to forget those who have been lonelier. No matter where we currently 

find ourselves, we pray that the Lord provides you all the health, strength and encouragement you need.  

The caring group has been exceptionally busy over the past few months, we are here to serve all our 

Moncreiff family and the Community around us. With Pastoral visits to hospitals, homes, residential 

homes and to those that have been bereaved.  Coordinating the delivery of church flowers and celebrat-

ing major life events and anniversaries with cards and flowers. We have also had our Community Wellbe-

ing Coffee afternoon, which saw us bring together those involved in many areas of health and Wellbeing 

and where we raised £300 for the Moncreiff Development Fund. Congratulations goes to Mrs  Gillies who 

was the winner of our Wellbeing Hamper. The family Halloween social was a night of great fun attended 

by our Moncreiff family and friends. Thank you for all who supported making them a great success. 

We have a new name for our Hygge get-together after a lot of name searching it has been renamed as 

THE 3 C’S (Cala, Courie n Coffee), we continue to meet weekly for all ages on Thursdays from 13.30 till 

15.30 with even more activities. 

The Caring group give you our thanks for all the help you have provided over the year for the phone calls, 

letters, cards and occasional hugs of encouragement, your support is greatly appreciated. 

We continue to pray for our church during this time of waiting and preparation for Christmas, for a new 

minister and the new opportunities we are provided as the new year opens before us. May we continue to 

support each other wherever our talents are provided, and the need arises. 

         God bless you in all you do, 
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Nov. 2nd brought the sad news of the passing of an old friend of Moncreiff,        

Rev. Ernest Flaniken, who died at the age of 95 in Cocoa, Florida.  

Many of us will have fond memories of Ernest and his wife Mary Louise when they 

took part in a pastoral exchange with our own minister Sandy McLachlan in the sum-

mer of 1974 and then again in 1979. The exchange was indeed a complete swap of 

job, home, and lifestyle. 

So, plunging feet first into the role of a CofS. minister, Ernest quickly made himself at home in Moncreiff.  

His distinctive deep warm Southern accent, his colourful clerical robes, and his fascinating children’s sto-

ries of ‘Birdland’ from back home, instantly endeared himself to the Moncreiff congregation - forging many 

lasting friendships, which would result in a good few return visits across the Atlantic to the sunshine state. 

    

Ernest was born in 1924 and brought up in Memphis, Tennessee. 

After graduating from Southwestern University Memphis with a degree in History, 

he attended Union Theological Seminary ((Richmond, Va.) graduating with distinc-

tion, and in 1954 he received the degree of Master of Theology from the same 

school. 

Ernest served four Presbyterian congregations in different parts of the USA: 

Craigsville, Virginia; Marlinton, West Virginia; Central Park, Birmingham, Alabama 

and then in 1966 he began a 25 year ministry at Cocoa Presbyterian Church, Cocoa, 

Florida. 

In Cocoa, he was also very active in taking the church into the wider community.      

He assisted in establishing “Alco-Hall”, the first Halfway House for alcoholics in 

Brevard County, and assisted in establishing the Central Brevard Sharing Centre for assisting the needy. 

He was also active in the Walk to Emmaus and the Alpha movements. 

 

Although Ernest retired in 1991, he however remained very active in the pulpit, serving ten interim pastor-

ates in various churches in Central Florida. He also remained a large part of his beloved congregation of 

Cocoa Presbyterian Church, and it’s leadership team. With the title of “Pastor Emeritus”, he was still taking 

to the pulpit into his 90’s.  

(An example from October 2017 can be seen on Youtube at this link https://www.youtube.com/watchv=foOqdCbQtfM ) 

Another contact with Moncreiff came in the summer of 1981 when we had the privilege of visiting Ernest’s 

church and congregation in Cocoa. Ernest was instrumental in bringing our very own New Horizon over to 

Florida in July and helped arrange a concert tour for us is various parts of Florida. This was huge adventure 

for us. Exciting and scary at times for a group of relative youngsters - (bearing in mind the oldest among us 

was only in their mid 20’s!) However, Ernest’s organisation of the visit was impeccable. Events were organ-

ised and itinerary scheduled almost to the hour for our whole trip. He made  sure we were happy & safe, as 

we were chaperoned everywhere we travelled in Florida.  We will always remember the fantastically warm 

welcome we had from his congregation in Cocoa Presbyterian Church, as they welcomed each one of us into 

to their hearts & homes, to be part of their families for 3 whole weeks.  

I personally will always remember the love and kindness of their congregation (very similar to Moncreiff’s) 

as they helped me celebrate my 21st birthday while we were there (Wow! It was a long time ago!) and to 

allow us to participate in their church life when we were not out singing. 

 It was a real privilege to have been there, (and to return for a second tour in 1984) Many of us still to this 

day maintain contacts with the warm friendly people we met all those years ago. A warmth that I’ve no 

doubt stemmed mainly from the personality, leadership and guidance of Rev. Ernest Flaniken himself. 

Rev. Ernest H Flaniken 

 
Ewen McKinnon 

 Rev. Ernest Flaniken 
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Kirk Session News 

Billl McDougall 

This has been a busy 8 months following the departure of Neil Buchanan as our Minister. We have kept the 

Congregation up to speed in all the Vacancy requirements of Preparation of the Electoral register/

Confirmation of the Electoral register/Edicts over 4 Sundays on Ministers and Deacons in Civil Partner-

ships and Same Sex Marriages Act 2015/Intimation of Election of nominating Committee and Election of 

the Committee at the end of July.  

In August 31 Members of the Kirk session met on a Sunday afternoon to research and discuss the content 

of our Parish Profile. This was a crucial part of the whole process in helping Moncreiff Church as it worked 

to discern what its mission should be as part of the work of calling a Minister.                                         

The discussion debated and presented three subjects namely:-    

 A Vision of who we are and what we want to be.  

 What can we give our New Minister?  

 What do we long for in a new Minister.  

 

Following discussion and debate of the three subjects a small Sub Group thereafter prepared our Parish 

Profile which is now on our Website ( https://www.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/parish-profile-2019/) 

and on the Website of the Church of Scotland.  

A lot of work but by consulting with the Congregation and with the Trustees of our Church there is a 

sense of ‘ownership’ of the Parish Profile. Too many people to thank but a special mention of our Interim 

Moderator Kevin De Beer who has guided us through the Process. We now leave the matter in the capable 

hands of our Nomination Committee. 

     Bill McDougall/Brenda McCrae Session Clerk and Deputy 

Moncreiff Church Choir 
Christmas Coffee Morning 

 

Saturday 7th December 

10am 

Tickets £3 



 

Fundraising Ladies 
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Bill McDougall 

As always, it is a busy time for the Fund Raising Ladies in the run up to Christmas and New Year. 

 

PHOENIX CHOIR CONCERT  -  Saturday 14 December 2019 at 7.30pm - Tickets £6..  
  

This is a major Fundraiser for the Church and your support would be appreciated.                                                                  
The Concert is a Christmas celebration and a feast of Seasonal Music. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH - in The John Callaghan Hall on SUNDAY 15th December  

 
Following the Family Gift Service.  Lunch, consisting of Soup/Pudding and Christmas Pies 
will cost £5. Come along and support this enjoyable family event for Church Funds. 

 
 

 

ANNUAL BURNS SUPPER  - Saturday 25 JANUARY 2020 at 6.30 pm  - Tickets £15   

The Evening will be our usual format with music from Caledonians (Archie and Willie) 
and Elspeth Shearer from Phoenix Choir and the Old Parish. Highland Dancing from 
Rachael McMahon. Piping in of the Haggis by John McAlpine and the remaining speak-
ers who have been identified but want to remain anonymous at the moment with the 
exception of Ian Bremner who will carry in the Haggis.                                         
Come along and enjoy a fun evening with a good meal and entertainment.    

Faithbuilders 

 
Alison McKinnon 

We are busy with our preparations for the Christmas season, and are fortunate to have a 

good number of highly enthusiastic children to help us with our preparations.  

The Christmas Nativity is fast approaching which we are all looking forward to , although 

there may be one or two wandering sheep on the day! The Gift Service will be on Sunday 

15th December and once again we are looking for support from the congregation with 

gifts such as toiletries, hats, gloves and coffee cards which will be distributed to local 

charities. 

Faithbuilders are also currently receiving donations for East Kilbride community food bank which will 

help with Christmas hampers for those less fortunate than us - we are always amazed by the generosity 

of the congregation and thank you again for your support. 

 

Our Faithbuilders Christmas Party is taking place on Saturday 21st December from 2-

4 pm with games, crafts and hopefully a visit from a special person! 

 

The leaders of Faithbuilders wish you all a happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 



Deaths  “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

 

 Mr. Henry Gray, Glen Feshie 

      Mrs. Catherine Wilson, MacKillop Gardens 

      Mrs. Sheila Watson, Wingate Park  

 

         

 

 

East Kilbride Moncreiff Parish 

Church of Scotland 

Charities Ref. No. SC016751 

The next issue 
will be  

Spring 2020 

CONGREGATIONAL   REGISTER 

Contact Details -   Moncreiff Parish Church 

    Calderwood Centre 

    East Kilbride 

    G74 3JJ 

    Tel.     01355 223328  

    email:     theoffice@moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk 

Find Us On The Web 

Moncreiff Messenger can now be found on our web site in 
an expanded form, with more photographs, more graphics 

and more colour. 

 

You can tell your friends and family near and far where to 

find us so they to can share our news. 

 

You can also find previous issues of Moncreiff  

Messenger here too ! 

 

If you are submitting an article in the future, why not in-

clude a photograph for the web version  

Find Moncreiff Messenger at :    www.moncreiffparishchurch.co.uk/moncreiff-messenger 

Who’s Who In Moncreiff 

Minister: Rev. Vacant 

Session Clerk: Bill McDougall 

Session Clerk: Brenda McCrae 

Treasurer: Elaine Barrowman 
 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Andy Gray 

Fabric Convenor: Ian Bremner 

Gift Aid Convenor: Fiona Lamont 

FWO Convenor: Margaret Jenkins 

Church Organist: Marjory Tiffin                                                              

Church Secretary: Lisa Currie 

Church Officer: George Greig 

 

  

Moncreiff Faithbuilders Present 

A Wriggly Nativity 
 

Family Gift Service 
Sunday 15th December  

10:30 am 


